
 

 

Blending Teaching Routine and Teacher 
Tip Sheet 

 

Routine: 

• Display the words and phrases for blending in the manner of your choice. 
• Prompt students to tap and blend the sounds using: 

o Sound by sound blending ( /t/ /a/ /p/ → tap) 
o Additive/successive blending (/t/ /a/ → ta → /ta/ /p/ → tap) 

o Back to front blending (/a/ /p/ → ap → /t/ /ap/ → tap) 
• Prompt students to read the phrases and/or sentences by blending each word. 
• Ask a few meaning-based prompts after they read the words and phrases, such 

as, “Which word means ____?” “Use ____?” and ____?” in a silly sentence,” or “Act 

out the word ____?”  

 

Teacher Tips: 

• When selecting words for students to blend, include 

o Practice with the new pattern 

o Practice of patterns they have learned recently 

o Practice with skills such as flexing between long and short vowel sound 

o Mixed review of patterns they have previously learned 

o Challenge words for differentiation 

• Bending practice must include a few phrases and/or sentences to bolster transfer 

of decoding skills to connected text. 

• Look for our resource that’s an example of a set of words and phrases for 
blending for the week. If this is too many words and phrases for your students, 
shorten it. Attend closely to their growing skills and stamina so that you can 
increase the number of words and phrases they are practicing when they’re 
ready 

• Model marking up words to make them easier to blend and to help students 
learn to reflexively analyze words. Mark the vowels, mark syllable division, mark 
prefixes and suffixes, and mark syllable types. Use this process periodically to 
reinforce the strategy and build student word analysis, and as scaffolding when 
needed. 

• Teach students to use movements to support blending mechanics: 

o Finger tapping from left to right mirroring the directionality of the words 



 

 

o In early kindergarten or when students struggle with fine motor 

movements: 

§ Tapping the table/floor/mat from left to right 

§ Tapping down the arm  


