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TIPS Planning Form for Infants and Toddlers 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

 

Book Title: At the Beach    Author: Salina Yoon 

T: Tune In 

 Engage the child/children in a playful and loving interaction   

 Capture the child’s/children’s interest in the book you have chosen 
What will you do to tune in and engage the child/children with this book? 
Ex: Sing a song to grab the child/children’s attention!  
 

“Let’s Go To The Beach” (Sung to the tune of: “A Hunting We Will Go”): 

“Let’s go to the beach 
To swim and play and run. 
Building castles in the sand 
Is ever so much fun. 
We’ll fix a picnic lunch 
And eat it when we like. 
And when we all are nice and full 
We’ll take a nature hike. 
Be sure to wear your suit 
And bring along your float. 
We’ll ride so far out in the surf 
Pretending it’s a boat.”  

 

I: Introduce the Book 

• Draw the child/children’s attention to the illustration on the book’s cover.  

• Name the title of the book, briefly tell what it is about, and set the purpose for reading:  “The name 
of this book is __________________” (It looks like… See this …This book is about …).    

             “Let’s read the book and find out (state purpose).”   
What will you say to introduce this book?  
“The name of this book is At the Beach! I see a big beach ball! I’m thinking we will read about things we see 
at the beach. Let’s read and find out!” 

 

P: Promote Language 

Engage in Responsive Interactions throughout the read: 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”.  

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story.  “Let’s turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 
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• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 

 P.A.T. the Vocabulary: 
Which words will you select to  

Point, Act, Tell? 

Talk around the 
Book: 

Use Think Alouds  
What comments will you 

make to explain 
character’s actions and 
feelings, and connect 

events? 

Page # Point Act Tell Your Think Aloud 
Comment  

1, 2 Shovel, 

Pail 

 Shovel: a tool 

you can use to 

dig up sand, 

Pail: a bucket 

for the beach 

I use my shovel 

and pail to make 

sand castles when 

I am at the beach! 

My pail is not as 

shiny as this one, 

though!  

 

 

3,4 Kite, 

Umbrella 

 Kite: You fly 

this in the sky! 

Umbrella: It 

helps protect 

you from the 

sunshine! 

I’m thinking you 

would have fun 

flying a kite! But 

you need a windy 

(Act- Wave arms in 

the air) day to fly it 

in the sky! 

5,6 Shell, 

Fish 

Fish- Move 

your hand like 

 Look at the pretty 

blue and green 

fish! There are a 

mailto:Rollinsinfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org


 

                                                      
This material is copyright protected by the Rollins Center for Language & Literacy at the Atlanta 
Speech School. Please reproduce for use with teachers, leaders, and parents. For more 
information, contact the Rollins Center at Rollinsinfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org. 

 
Rollins Center for Language & Literacy 

 

  

a fish 

swimming 

lot of different 

types of fish that 

live in the ocean! 

Oh, and he is 

making bubbles! 

He can breathe 

under water. 

7, 8 Swimsuit, 

Crab 

Pinch (like crab 

claws) 

 Crabs live in the 

sand and in the 

water! But you 

need to be careful 

because their 

claws can pinch 

(Act) you! 

9, 10 Sun,  

Starfish 

  The sun lives in 

the sky! And look 

at his face! The 

sun is smiling. He 

is so happy! 

S: Summarize the Book 
 Restate the purpose of the read “We just read about _________________________________.” 

“Let’s look back at (show previous illustrations and pair with target vocabulary)” 
       “We just read about things you see in the ocean and in the sand! Let’s look back and see what is at the  
        beach!”  

 Encourage children to point to pictures that show meaning of key words or, if they are talking, to use 

key vocabulary to name pictures. 

 Ask simple questions about events, characters’ actions or feelings:  

What questions will you ask children about the events and characters in this book? 
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o What do we use to make a sand castle? (Point-Shovel and Pail) 
o Where is the crab? Remember to be careful because it likes to ____________ (pinch- ACT!)  

 

 Respond to the child’s answers by promoting language:  

o Acknowledge answer or give  the answer for infants and young toddlers 
o Provide supports as the child responds 
o Model vocabulary and well-formed sentences 

 
 

Note: Keep in mind it’s most important to model turn-taking in conversation and to model the vocabulary and 

language you want the child to use eventually.  It is not so important to ask the child to recall specific details.   

 

How will you support children’s language in their answers? 

-Recast child’s response and build upon answer by using new tier 1 words 

-Use gestures or props to help child understand vocabulary 

-Scaffold (i.e. Fill in the blank questions)  

 

Extend the Book   
 Implement extension activities during other times of the day (e.g., indoor or outdoor play, center time, 

small group) and explain how they connect to the book you read.  

What will you plan to extend the book to other times of the day and reinforce vocabulary of the book?  

Activity Materials Needed  Connection to the Book 
Water table: Add blue color dye and 
plastic ocean animals (octopus, 
crabs, fish)  
Sand table: Add shovel, buckets, 
castle molds, and crabs  
 

Water/Sensory table 
Blue color dye 
Plastic ocean animals or shells 
Shovel, pail, castle molds 

Shovel 
Pail 
Ocean animals  

Place several beach balls, ocean 
animals, bathing suits, umbrella, and 
beach toys in your dramatic play 
area. Encourage children to pretend 
they are at the beach! 
 

Beach themed items (beach balls, 
bathing suits, beach toys, etc.) 

Ocean 
Animals 
Beach 
Umbrella 

Sponge paint onto blue paper for an 
“Under the Sea” picture! 
 

Sponges (shells, ocean animals, waves) 
Construction Paper 
Paint 

Crab, Fish 
Waves 
Ocean  

Find the Perfect Pair   
What informational/storybook might go well with this book, to support children’s knowledge and 
understanding? 
Where is Baby’s Beach Ball? by Karen Katz 
Curious George Goes Fishing by H.A. Rey 

Adaptations for DLLs  
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What adaptations will you make to increase the understanding and participation of the dual language 
learners in your classroom?  

 What languages are represented in your classroom? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Is this book available in these languages? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Does the book avoid cultural stereotypes? ___________________________________________________ 

 If you don’t speak the home language(s), who can read the book with DLLs in their home language(s)? A 
family member? A community volunteer? Another teacher?  ____________________________________ 

 What other language/cultural resources are available to you? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Identify a few target words, including some Tier 1 words,  and phrases in the book to learn in the home 
language: 

 

 Do you need any props or materials? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 How do you plan to support the conversation with dual language learners? What will you need to keep in 
mind? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 What other books on this topic could you read that reflect the cultures and languages of the children you 
teach? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vocabulary in English Words in Child(ren)’s home language(s) 

 Home Language 1 Home Language 2 

Beach   

Shovel   

Pail   

Fish   
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