
What Is the Phonics Assessment Bundle?
Phonics instruction refers to teaching the relationship between phonemes, the smallest 

units of spoken language, and graphemes, a letter or group of letters representing a 

phoneme. We apply knowledge of phonics when decoding and encoding words. This 

bundle includes two assessments. One evaluates decoding skills, and one evaluates 

encoding skills.  

What is the Purpose? 
Use the assessments in this bundle to gauge students’ decoding, the process of using 

sound-symbol knowledge to blend sounds to read words, and encoding, the process of 

using sound-symbol knowledge to segment words into sounds to write words.   

Once areas of need have been identified, use the data to facilitate targeted instruction. 

For more detailed information about how to use diagnostic assessments to identify skill 

gaps, watch Lesson 2 in the Data-Driven Instruction Course. 

What is Included? 
•	 Decoding Diagnostic Assessment 

•	 Encoding Inventory 

Other Notes:  
If students are unable to decode words during the decoding assessment, they most likely 

will not have the sound-symbol knowledge required to encode or spell words. In these 
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Decoding Diagnostic Assessment Directions

Materials Needed:
•	 Student Word List

•	 Student Scoring Sheet

Administration Directions:
“Today, you are going to read some words to me.” (Give student the Student Word List.) 

“When I say begin, you will start reading across the row of words. Use your finger to keep 

track. Once you finish with one row, start reading the next one. Keep reading until I say 

stop.”

“If you come across a difficult word you can’t read, say ‘skip’ and move on to the next word.”

“Try your best!”

“Now, let’s get started. Put your finger on the first word. Read the word.”

Listen as you mark responses on the Scoring Sheet. If the student says the word correctly, 

write a check in the box underneath the word. If the student misreads, write down what the 

student said in the box underneath the word.

NOTE: This assessment is divided into three assessment sections: (1) Beginning Decoding, 

(2) Advanced Decoding, and (3) Multisyllabic Words. Each assessment section includes 

multiple skills. If a student makes five or more errors within a single skill, discontinue the 

assessment at that point, as the student has likely not yet mastered the prerequisite phonics 

knowledge needed for more advanced skills.

How to Interperet Skill Level Scores
Use the table below to get an idea of the student’s skill knowledge.

Skill Level for Each Individual Skill
Needs Systematic Instruction Needs Review Mastery

0-5 6-8 9-10
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Decoding Diagnostic Assessment

Student Word List 

Section I: Beginning Decoding (Short Vowels)

hot lab sun pig bet
laz vup dob yim sep

chip mesh that shut kick
zock vash whum dith chep

frog mask slip test glad
stot trag lusp zimp drob

Section II: Advanced Decoding (Long, R-Controlled, Variant, Dipthongs) 

sale wide zone cute lake
nole wame bope vime fule

corn term bird park fur
lerm tark gorf murp fird

beet coat bail tow meat
zaip peet joad zeat loe

loud toy lawn new boil
foy vawk goot gue zout
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Decoding Diagnostic Assessment

Section III: Multisyllabic Words

contest tonsil sudden velvet napkin

vambist sladchut tafdimp flaptic muspop

humid bonus raven elect shady

milot lavy fopid tupent zafish

consume refine locate ignite volume

exmose infade pristope devoke tampede

border mermaid teaspoon stirrup spoiler

stardin tewlem fomlay turnis lawster

grumble stifle maple fizzle tackle

fogle cramble frittle tafle purgle

spited impersonal relocate foresaw prediction

destovery troping prepate panventic stobbly
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Decoding Diagnostic Assessment Scoring Sheet

Student Name: Date:
Section I: Short Vowels

CVC
hot lab sun pig bet

laz vup dob yim sep

Total Score:      /10
Notes:

Digraphs
chip mesh that shut kick

zock vash whum dith chep

Total Score:      /10
Notes:

Consonant Blends (Clusters)
frog mask slip test glad

stot trag lusp zimp drob

Total Score:      /10
Notes:
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Decoding Diagnostic Assessment Scoring Sheet

Student Name: Date:
Section II: Long, R-Controlled, Variant and Diphthong Vowels

Long Vowels (v_e)
sale wide zone cute lake

nole wame bope vime fule

Total Score:      /10
Notes:

R-Controlled Vowels
corn term bird park fur

lerm tark gorf murp fird

Total Score:      /10
Notes:

Long Vowel Teams
beet coat bail tow meat

zaip peet joad zeat loe

Total Score:      /10
Notes:

Variant Vowels and Diphthongs
loud toy lawn new boil

foy vawk goot gue zout

Total Score:      /10
Notes:
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Decoding Diagnostic Assessment Scoring Sheet

Student Name: Date:
Section III: Multisyllabic Words

VCCV Words
contest tonsil sudden velvet napkin

vambist sladchut tafdimp flaptic muspop

Total Score:      /10
Notes:

VCV Words
humid bonus raven elect shady

milot lavy fopid tupent zafish

Total Score:      /10
Notes:

Vce Syllables
consume refine locate ignite volume

exmose infade pristope devoke tampede

Total Score:      /10
Notes:

Mixed Vowel Patterns
border mermaid teaspoon stirrup spoiler

stardin tewlem fomlay turnis lawster

Total Score:      /10
Notes:
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Decoding Diagnostic Assessment Scoring Sheet

Student Name: Date:
Section III: Multisyllabic Words (continued)

-Cle Syllables
grumble stifle maple fizzle tackle

fogle cramble frittle tafle purgle

Total Score:      /10
Notes:

Prefixes and Suffixes
spited impersonal relocate foresaw prediction

destovery troping prepate panventic stobbly

Total Score:      /10
Notes:

Full Score:      /130
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Phonics Encoding Inventory

Purpose
Use this encoding inventory at the beginning of the year alongside a phonics diagnostic 

assessment to determine students’ encoding abilities. 

Note: This is not a comprehensive assessment of every spelling rule, but rather an indicator 

of students’ general mastery of phonics concepts when encoding words.

Materials Needed
•	 Teacher Assessment Protocol

•	 Student Dictation Paper

Administration
This test is divided into two parts: Part I: One Syllable Words and Part II: Multi-syllabic 

words:

•	 Part I: Discontinue Part I if a student misses 5 words in a row.

•	 Part II: Only administer Part II if a student encodes at least 50% of the words correct in 

Part I. 

Dictate words to students from the lists below as they encode the word on their response 

sheet. Say the word, read the sentence, and repeat the word again. 

Example: “The word is fog. The fog made it difficult to see while we were driving. Fog.”

Monitor student responses and follow the recommendations outlined above to determine if 

the test needs to be discontinued at any point.

After the students have completed the test, score the errors on students’ individual 

dictation sheets.
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One Syllable Words
Closed (11)
fog The fog made it difficult to see outside.
quit She kept trying her best and did not quit.
mash Please mash the potatoes in the big pot.
deck Will you hand me the deck of cards?
chips I ate chips for a snack.
jam Strawberry jam is tasty on toast.
rust The large nail had rust on it.
glass May I have a glass of water?
bring Will you bring me the marker?
pitch Did he pitch the baseball?
cold It is cold outside today.
V-E (3)
make Can we make ice cream after school. 
rose The rose smells good.
cute The bunny is very cute.
Open (3)
sly The sly fox snuck behind the tree.
me Will you hand the pencil to me?
flu She is home sick with the flu. 
R-Controlled (3)
corn He ate corn with his dinner.
blurt Please do not blurt out the answer.
charm I lost the charm on my bracelet.
Vowel Teams (2)
treat She will treat us to a slice of cake.
spoon I eat my soup with a spoon.
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One Syllable Words
Diphthongs (3)
toys Clean up the toys on the playground.
lawn Did you mow the lawn?
cow I saw a cow on the farm.

Part I Total Words Correct:   /25             %

Phonics Encoding Inventory

Multisyllabic Words
Closed (3)
contest Did you win the singing contest?
panic Do not panic if you run out of time.
pumpkin Let’s go to the pumpkin patch.
V-E (3)
dislike I dislike waking up early.
athlete The athlete won the competition.
captive He had a captive audience when he sang.
Open (3)
remote Will you hand me the remote?
solo She sings a solo during the performance. 
shady Let’s sit under the shady tree.
R-Controlled (2)
carpet We can vacuum the carpet.
report Did you hear the news report?
Vowel Teams (3)
display She will display our artwork on the wall.
roaming The lion is roaming in his den. 
speaker Turn up the volume on the speaker.
Diphthong (2)
flower Did you pick a flower from the garden?
enjoy I enjoy painting.
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Phonics Encoding Inventory

Multi-Syllabic Words (Continued)
Consonant –le and Final Stable Syllable (4)
turtle The turtle will hatch in the sand.
table The crayons are on the table.
bubble Did you pop the bubble?
nation A nation is a big group of people who live 

together in the same country.
Common Suffix Spelling Rules (5)
cries The baby cries when he is hungry.
saving He is saving money to buy a new toy.
swimming He enjoys swimming in the pool.
jumped She jumped over the puddle.
bigger The apple is bigger than the grape.

Part II
 

Total Words Correct:   /25             %

Part I & II Total Words Correct:   /50             %
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