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Tuning-In and Responsive 

Instruction for Emergent Writing 

Tuning-in to children and using responsive instruction 
will help your children reach the emergent writing goal. 

Emergent Writing Goal 
Our goal for emergent writing is for children to be able to 
use writing to communicate their thoughts, feelings, and 
ideas, eventually using Tier 2 vocabulary and concepts of 
print. 

Tuning-In 
The emergent 
writing checklist will 
help you tune-in to 
your children’s 
writing progress. 

For each of the six 
writing types, you 
can record 
children’s 
developmental 
stages as well as 
their use of target 
vocabulary and their 
understanding of 
concepts of print. 

 

 

 

 

It is extremely helpful to attach children’s writing samples to 
the checklist so you will have a visual record of progress. 

Keeping track of children’s emergent writing progress can 
be tricky, so you may want to use additional tools. 

You can print the checklist from the course “Tuning-In and 
Responsive Instruction for Emergent Writing” or from the 
Child Development Center.  

Responsive 
Instruction 
As you adjust your teaching 
to help your children, refer 
to the emergent writing 
checklist often. 

Consider these questions 
as you prepare your lesson 
plans: 

• What writing stage are 
children in? 

• Are they using Tier 2 vocabulary and concepts of print? 

• How well are they using the different writing types to 
communicate thoughts, feelings, and ideas? 

The key is to make sure you’re providing children with 
meaningful writing activities that allow them to move forward 
in their writing. 
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