
 

Word Presentation Routine Template 
  Select 3-4 vocabulary words from the text. Use this routine to teach each word. See an 

example on the next page. 
 

 
In the story __________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________. 
Say the word with me: ___________________. 
 
The word _____________________ 
means______________________________________________. 
 

 
(Give an example that is not in the story). 
__________________________________________________________________________
______________________________. 
 

 
(Engage with the word with a Word Engagement Activity). 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

What’s the word that describes/means 
__________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________? 
 
 
*Adapted from Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction (Beck et al. 2002) 



 

Word Presentation Routine Example 
 
 

In the story, Mole’s snout quivered when she was told that she 
would have to move. 
 
Say the word with me. Quivered. 
 
The word quiver means to shake slightly. 
 
Watching a scary movie makes me quiver. 
 
I’ll name some things and if they are examples of quiver say 
“quiver”: taking a nap in the sun, getting out of the pool on a chilly 
day. 
 
What’s the word the means shook a little bit? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Adapted from Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction (Beck et al. 2002) 
 
 

 



 

 
Example Word Engagement Activities 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION 
Finish It! 
  

Use sentence starters that require students to apply 
the word by finishing the sentence. 
 
(i.e. My new puppy got into a lot of mischief when 
_________.) 

Say the Word! Give situations and students say the word if it applies.  
 
(i.e. riding a bike – no comment; putting on a mask to 
scare someone – mischief) 

What’s the Word? 
  

Dictate a sentence with a missing target word. 
Students tell the missing word. 
 
(i.e. Mary stopped to enjoy the sunset as she _____ 
home. What’s the missing word? strolled) 

Act It Out! 
  

Ask students to act out a target word. 
 
(i.e. Show me quiver) 

True or Not? 
  

Read sentences with focus vocabulary words. 
Students determine if they are true or false.  
 
(i.e. A winding road is straight) 

Because 
Sentences 
  

End a sentence with a target word with the word 
because. Students finish the sentence. 
 
(i.e. If the sidewalk is slippery, you should be careful 
because _____.) 

 
*Adapted from Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction (Beck et al. 2002) 
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