
LITERACY AND 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Curriculum for Older Toddlers 

 

 

Equality    ·    Choice   ·     Voice    ·    Dialogue    ·    Reflection    ·    Reciprocity    ·    Praxis 

 

 



 

 

Older Toddler Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Community 
 

 
 
 

                         
 
 

  

OCTOBER INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 

HOW CAN MY COMMUNITY WORK TOGETHER TO HELP EVERYONE? 
 

Use child 
directed speech, 

touch, and a 
joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 
experiences 

while reading.

Model book 
handling skills 

without 
interrupting the 

flow of the story. 
“Let’s turn the 
page and see 
what happens 

next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 

key vocabulary 
to name pictures.

After reading, 
ask open-ended 
questions about 
events and the 

actions and 
feelings of  
characters.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Supports for Dual Language Learners

•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the child's first language. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help you. Even 
when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•Before reading the book in English to the whole class for the first time, read it to DLLs in English in a small group to facilitate comprehension and participation.

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story (and throughout the day). One helpful support for dual language learners is to make 
connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language.
• Look for English/Spanish cognates in the focus words for each book (cognates - words that share the same root, and sound similarly and have the same meaning): 

Inspire/inspirer (eens-pee-rahr), Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr), Connected/conectado (coh-nec-tah-doh)

Before Read Alouds

•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading.
•Invite children to do the actions of the Act words with you to promote engagement and comprehension.

•Use props to support understanding as you read.

During Read Alouds

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day. 
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song!

After Read Alouds



 

 

 
Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 

Focus on tier 2 words. 
 
Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words 
depending on the stage of language development of the 
children in your classroom. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and 
loving interactions and capture 
the child’s/ children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement. 
(Include an example of 
open-ended question) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All the World 
by Liz Garton 

Seanlon 
 
 

All/todos (toh-dohs): everyone and everything/todos(as) y todo 
Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): people who take 
care of and help each other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan 
Everyone/todo el mundo (toh-doh ehl moon-doh): all the people 
everywhere/toda la gente en todas partes 
Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of something or someone/ 
cuidar de algo o de alguien 
Inspire/inspirer (eens-pee-rahr): makes you want to do 
something/te hace querer hacer algo 
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): everyone in the same 
place/todos(as) en el mismo lugar 
 
PAT 
P: sand, beach, sandcastle, garden, family, hive, branch, crown, 
wooden raft, sunset A: dig, wide, sitting down, hungry tummy  
T: pebble: small stone; hive: house for bees; garden: place 
where food can be grown 

Play “What a Wonderful 
World” by Louis Armstrong  
and sing and dance to the 
song! 

Friends, this book is one 
that inspires me to think 
about our whole, wonderful 
world and everyone and 
everything in it. Let’s read 
together about this 
community and think about 
ways the people in this 
book help and take care of 
everyone in their 
community. 

We just read about the 
lives of people in a 
community, how they 
are connected and how 
they share their lives, 
help each other, and 
feel joy when they are 
together. How did the 
people in this book 
help take care of and 
show their love to each 
other? Let’s look back 
and see. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Counting on 
Community  
By Innosanto 

Nagara 

All/todos (toh-dohs): everyone and everything/todos(as) y todo 
Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): people who take 
care of and help each other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan 
Everyone/todo el mundo (toh-doh ehl moon-doh): all the people 
everywhere/toda la gente en todas partes 
Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of something or 
someone/cuidar de algo o de alguien 
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): everyone in the same 
place/todos(as) en el mismo lugar 
 

PAT 
P: piñata, friends, butterfly, scooter A: instruments  
T: holiday: special day; spud: potato; share: take turns 

We belong together 
We belong…(uh-huh, uh-huh) 

together! (uh-huh, uh-huh) 
We count on…(uh-huh, uh-huh) 

each other! (uh-huh, uh-huh) 
We can help…(uh-huh, uh-huh) 
our community! (uh-huh, uh-

huh) 
We take care…(uh-huh, uh-huh) 
of each other! (uh-huh, uh-huh) 

 
(To the tune of “That's the way I 
like it” by KC and the Sunshine 
Band) 

Our book today is called 
Counting on Community! I 
see a thumbs up on the 
cover and a little bird 
peeking down. I wonder if 
the child is saying “we can 
do it’ and the bird is saying, 
animals live in our 
community too! We matter 
too! Let’s read and see how 
this community counts on 
and helps each other! 
 

We just read about 
people in a community, 
how they are 
connected and how 
they share their lives, 
help each other, and 
feel joy when they are 
together. How do the 
people in this book 
help take care of and 
show their love others? 
Let’s look back and see.   

  



 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 
 
Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new 
words depending on the stage of language 
development of the children in your classroom. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and loving 
interactions and capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement. 
(Include an example of open-
ended question) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Quinito’s 
Neighborhood 

by Ina Cumpiano 
 

Create/crear (kreh-ahr): to make/hacer algo nuevo 
Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr): to already know 
about it/algo que ya conoces, que ya has visto antes 
Repair/reparar (re-par-ar): to fix/arreglar 
 
Additional Support Words 
Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): 
people who take care of and help each other/personas 
que se cuidan y se ayudan 
Neighborhood/vecindario (beh-seen-dah-ryoh): the 
community where we live/la comunidad donde vivimos 

Looking Around My 
Neighborhood 
(a Barney song) 

 
Oh, I'm lookin' round my 

neighborhood  
and what do I see? 

Some houses and cars  
and kids like me 

I see buildings made of brick; 
others made of wood. 

I see people helping people  
in my neighborhood. 

 

Our book today is called 
Quinito’s Neighborhood. I 
see a little boy on the cover. 
He lives in a neighborhood 
with so many people in his 
family. I wonder what his 
family and people in his 
community do to help each 
other. Let’s read and find 
out! 

We just read about 
Quinito’s Neighborhood. 
What does it mean to be a 
community? Let’s look 
back and see how they are 
a community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Work: 
Mexican Folk 
Art Trabajos  
by Cynthia Weill 
and the Master 

Artisans of 
Chigmecatitlán 

Create/crear (kreh-ahr): to make/hacer algo nuevo 
Repair/reparar (re-par-ar): to fix/arreglar 
Entertain/entretener (en-tray-ten-air): to do something 
that makes other people feel happy/ hacer algo que 
hace que otras personas se sientan felices 
Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh): everyone 
matters/todos(as) somos importantes 
Joy/gozo (goh-soh): happiness/felicidad 
 

PAT 
P: painting, paintbrush, cowboy/cowgirl, jumping horse, 
nurse, doctor, stethoscope, gardener, chef, camera  
A: paint, jumping, dance, take a picture, fishing   
T:  clown: a person who dresses up and does tricks; 
stethoscope: a tool to listen to our heart;  
electrician: the person who makes energy come to 
buildings so we have lights  

We are all connected (chant) 
We are all connected  

in our community. 
Everyone is working  

to help others and help me! 
We’re connected to each other- 

Yes, we are- it’s true. 
We all work together  

to help others and help you! 

Our book today is called Let’s 
Work. This book has amazing 
artwork with people doing so 
many different jobs people 
to help others in their 
community. I see two taxis 
on the front, cars that help 
people get where they need 
to go in the community. I 
wonder what jobs people in 
this book have and ways that 
they help each other. Let’s 
read and find out! 

We just read about so 
many jobs people in the 
community can have to 
help each other. How does 
each job help take care of 
people in the community? 
Let’s look back and see. 

 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

All the World and Counting on Community
All/todos (toh-dohs): everyone and everything/todos(as) y todo
Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): people who take care of and help each other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan
Everyone/todo el mundo (toh-doh ehl moon-doh): all the people everywhere/toda la gente en todas partes
Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of something or someone/cuidar de algo o de alguien
Inspire/inspirer (eens-pee-rahr): makes you want to do something/te hace querer hacer algo
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): everyone in the same place/todos(as) en el mismo lugar

Inquiry Questions:  How can my community work together to help everyone?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: Ask families how they are connected and helpful in their community. Share a story! Write out, text, email the story, or send in a video or 
voice file. Consider asking families how those connections are the same or different in their hometowns or home countries. We can share these as a class to learn 
more about each other and the world.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from All the World: Inspire/inspirer (eens-pee-rahr)



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Throughout 
the Day: 

Notice and celebrate when 
children are helpful to each other, to 

you, and to the classroom community. 
Have children practice noticing and 

thanking friends for being helpful. Model 
this and also try it in closing circle, 

thanking each individual child for being 
helpful during the day in a very 
specific way. Be sure you notice 

and include everyone.

Math:

When in a math 
center, practice helping all 

of the blocks/legos/counters 
be together in a group of similar 

things. Share that you feel 
inspired to (count/sort/connect) 

the objects and do it with the 
children.

Art:

Have everyone create a 
picture of someone else in the 

classroom community and a specific 
way that they are helpful to others and 

the classroom family. Be sure everyone is 
included and depicted. Write down the words 
children use to describe their pictures & how 
each friend is described as helpful. Use their 

explanations as captions. Connect the pictures 
together and post them around the room. 
Be inspired by the ways that everyone in 

the classroom community helps each 
other learn and grow!

Music 
and Movement: 

We belong… (uh-huh, uh-huh) 
together! (uh-huh, uh-huh)  

We count on… (uh-huh, uh-huh) 
each other! (uh-huh, uh-huh)  

We can help… (uh-huh, uh-huh) 
our community! (uh-huh, uh-huh)  
We take care… (uh-huh, uh-huh) 
of each other! (uh-huh, uh-huh)  

(To the Tune of “That’s the Way 
I Like It” by KC and the 

Sunshine Band)

Family 
Connection:

What people and places in 
your community are ones where 
you feel connected together with 

others who are helpful? Take a picture 
of a place in your community that is a 
helping place that inspires your family 

and helps you all feel connected to 
each other or to others! We’ll be 

sharing these connections 
together.  

All the World
by Liz Garton Seanlon

&
Counting on Community

 by Innosanto Nagara

Transitions: 

Sing throughout the 
day - 

We all (walk) together,
 together, together.

We all (walk) together, 
in community we grow.

(Substitute other verbs and sing 
often as you transition, e.g. 

nap, eat, sit, etc) 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Quinito’s Neighborhood
Create/crear (kreh-ahr): to make/hacer algo nuevo
Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr): to already know about it/algo que ya conoces, que ya has visto antes
Repair/reparar (re-par-ar): to fix/arreglar

Let’s Work
Create/crear (kreh-ahr): to make/hacer algo nuevo
Repair/reparar (re-par-ar): to fix/arreglar
Entertain/entretener (en-tray-ten-air): to do something that makes other people feel happy/ hacer algo que hace que otras personas se sientan felices
Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh): everyone matters/todos(as) somos importantes
Joy/gozo (goh-soh): happiness/felicidad

Inquiry Questions:  How can my community work together to help everyone?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: Ask families who the helpers are in their neighborhood. Share a story! Consider asking families how those helpers are the same or different 
in their hometowns or home countries. We can share these as a class to learn more about each other and the world.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Quinito’s Neighborhood and Let’s Work : Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr), Repair/reparar (re-par-ar),  
           Connected/conectado (coh-nec-tah-doh)



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Pretend 
Play:

Create costumes and 
dress up as different helpers 

in the community! Repair 
things, and entertain others! 
Share that we find joy when 

we help others and are 
connected!

Family 
Connection:

What are familiar places in our 
neighborhood that matter to your 

family? What are community spaces 
where your family feels connected? Who 
are people in our neighborhood that are 
helpful to others? Send in their picture 
and a quick note about how they are 

helpful! We’ll use the pictures to create 
a book about our community and 

how we are connected! 

Quinito’s Neighborhood
by Ina Cumpiano

&
Let’s Work 

by Cynthia Weill

Block 
Area: 

Create a neighborhood or 
community- representing the familiar 

buildings that are important to our 
families. When our buildings fall, encourage 

children to repair them. Notice that each 
block is connected and matters and without 

it the building can fall down. Also notice 
children’s expressions and say “You 
look like you feel joy when playing 

together.”

Music 
and Movement:

We are all connected in our 
community. 

Everyone is working to help others and 
help me!

We’re connected to each other - yes, we 
are - it’s true.

We all work together to help others and 
help you!

Art:

Reuse/repurpose 
familiar materials and found 
objects to create and repair.

Create a neighborhood with the places 
and things people need to make sure 

that everyone is helped by each other. 
Used washed out milk cartons and other 

available repurposed materials. Talk about 
the joy of creating. Use this setting 

with the puppets (see puppet 
bubble) to create entertaining 

stories of community.   

Puppet/
Story Area: 

In the puppet/story area pull 
out materials for children to create 

puppets inspired by the master artists of 
Chigmecatitlán. Have them create puppets 

(or repair or update existing puppets) to 
have them engage in jobs that are creative, 

entertaining, helpful, and repairing our 
communities. Use the setting from the art 

engagement (see art bubble) to have 
the puppets live in and improve 

the community and to think 
about how they are all 

connected. 


