
Alphabet Knowledge Assessment

Purpose
Alphabet knowledge is foundational in literacy development because alphabet letters 

represent the sounds of our language. And sound-symbol/ letter-sound relationships are 

key for reading and writing. This assessment tests children’s ability to name letters and 

sounds because that is the goal of alphabet knowledge instruction. 

Instructions for assessing receptive knowledge of letters and sounds are also included 

because some children may not be able to express their knowledge using words.  

Use the knowledge gained from this assessment to inform instruction. 

Materials Needed
•	 Upper and Lowercase Letter Charts (below)

Adaptations
•	 Use a sheet of paper to only show one row at a time 
•	 For very young children (preschool) teachers may choose to assess receptive letter 

knowledge (being able to point to a letter when it’s named) first because it develops 
before expressive (being able to name a letter when pointed to). 
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Instructions for Administration: Letter Naming

Use the appropriate chart (upper or lowercase letters) for what will be assessed. 

Teacher: 

“Let’s look at the upper-case letters of the alphabet. Start at the top of the page. Point to each 

letter and tell me its name. If you come to a letter you don’t know, you can skip it.” 

If the child is unable to identify multiple consecutive letters in the first two rows, uncover 

chart and ask child:

“Do you see any letters you know? Point to them and tell me their name.”

If the child cannot name any letters, assess their receptive knowledge and note separately 

which letters they can point to. Follow the same protocol as above.

“Can you find the letter,            ?” (Name letters in random order.)

Instructions for Administration: Letter Sounds

Teacher: 

“Let’s look at the letters of the alphabet. Start at the top of the page. Point to each letter and tell 

me its sound. If you come to a letter you don’t know, you can skip it.” 

If the child is unable to identify letter sounds for multiple consecutive letters in the first 

two rows, uncover chart and ask child:

“Do you know any of these letter sounds? Point to them and tell me the sound.”

If the child cannot tell any letter sounds, assess their receptive knowledge and note 

separately which letters they can point to.  

“Which letter spells             ?” (Name letters in random order.)
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Uppercase Letters

T A M X O
V Z L R C
F K I B H
U G D N P
E S J Q W
Y
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Lowercase Letters

t a m x o
v z l r c
f k i b h
u g d n p
e s j q w
y
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