TALK Fidelity Form: Free Choice/Centers

Site/School
Teacher

Age Level

Date

Duration of Visit
Observer

Activity Description
(e.g., center, materials,
target vocabulary)

Individual or Group size

Present/ Not
Present

Lifting Language

Tunes-in and comments on the child’s
point of interest (I see, | wonder, | notice
that...)

Asks open-ended questions to
encourage child to express ideas and
thoughts or uses open-ended
statements such as, “Tell me about...”
“l wonder what would happen if...”

Uses think-alouds to elicit information
from the child

Uses self or parallel talk to map
language onto child or teacher actions

Recasts what children say with more
complex sentences

Builds on what children say by adding
more information

Uses rich vocabulary when responding
to child utterances

If necessary, defines new vocabulary
(using a brief, childfriendly definition)
that is introduced (or links to existing
vocabulary)

Provides supportive feedback
designed to keep children talking and
engaged in learning

Sustained interactions include at least
4-5 back and forth exchanges on the
topic
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