
 

 

Preschool Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Community 
 
 
                        
           
 

 

 

 

  

Try reading one book multiple times throughout the week. Focus on thinking aloud about the events the first time, characters’ emotions/feelings the second time, and then having children be 
storytellers and retell the story the third time! Plan around the anchor book to TIE these conceptual ideas across the day. Use the bubble map tool to plan engagement ideas for the week(s). 

Read 1: Before you read say, “Let’s work together to figure out what is happening in 
this story.” As you read PAT the vocabulary (use the chart on the last page to help you 
pre-plan the words you will point out using the pictures, act out, or tell children what 
it means through a child friendly definition). As you read, think aloud and talk to 
yourself, wonder about the events of the story and notice what is happening. Lift and 
define the key vocabulary for the book as much as possible during these think alouds 
and think about what that has to do with the inquiry question. 

Read 2:  Before you read tell children that you’ll be 
paying attention to the characters’ feelings, emotions, 
and thoughts in the book. As you read, again PAT 
vocabulary you pre-selected and think aloud to 
yourself about how characters feel and think. Again, 
connect to the main idea and key vocabulary through 
the think alouds as you read. 

Read 3: Have the children be storytellers. Choose 
key pages to ask open-ended questions like 
"What's happening here? How does (character) 
think/feel about that?" Support the children by 
restating and expanding on their ideas, lifting 
vocabulary, their understandings, and their 
empathy!  

OCTOBER INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
HOW CAN MY COMMUNITY WORK TOGETHER TO HELP EVERYONE? 

  

Connected 
Reads: 
REAL time 

Anchor 
Books 

Supports for Dual Language Learners
•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the child's first language. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help you. Even 

when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•Before reading the book in English to the whole class for the first time, read it to DLLs in English in a small group to facilitate comprehension and participation.

•Use visuals to introduce focus words. Each book has a connected focus word visual set available on the Cox Campus.
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story (and throughout the day). One helpful support for dual language learners is to make 

connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language. 
•Look for English/Spanish cognates in the focus words for each book (cognates - words that share the same root, and sound similarly and have the same meaning): 

Perspective/perspectiva (pehrs-pehk-tee-bah), Distant/distante (dees-tahn-teh), Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh), Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr), 
Imagination/imaginación (ee-mah-hee-nah-syohn), Mural/mural (moo-rahl), Transform/transformer (trahns-fohr-mahr)

Before Read Alouds

•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading. 
•Invite children to do the actions of the Act words with you to promote engagement and comprehension.

•Use props to support understanding as you read.

During Read Alouds

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day. 
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 
•Ask families and use tools like Google Translate to look up words and learn how to say the focus words in other languages represented in your classroom
•Books available in Spanish: ¿De dónde eres? (Where are you from? Spanish Edition), Oye, Muro (Hey, Wall Spanish Edition)

After Read Alouds



 

 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get 
children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. 
Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outside My 
Window 

by Linda Ashman 

No matter where we 
are and how varied 

our perspectives are, 
we are all 
connected. 

Perspective/perspectiva (pehrs-pehk-tee-bah): 
one view, based on where you are when you 
look at something/una forma de ver las cosas 

Distant/distante (dees-tahn-teh): far away/lejos 

Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-dahd): many 
different kinds of one thing/muchos tipos 
diferentes de una cosa 

Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh): 
everyone matters; our choices change 
everyone’s lives/cuando nuestras decisiones 
cambian las vidas de los demás  

Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr): to already 
know about it/algo que ya conoces, que ya has 
visto antes 

 
We look out our windows 

(poem) 
 

I look out my window 
and what do I see, 

the amazing community 
and world around me. 

 
You look out your window 

wherever you are, 
you see your community 

and that same bright star! 

R1 State:  This book is called Outside My Window by Linda 
Ashman. I see a little girl and her dog looking out the window. 
I wonder what she sees. Let’s read and find out! 
 
R1 Ask:  How are the perspectives, or views, from the 
windows the same and different? 
 
 
R2 State:  I remember that in this story, Outside My Window 
by Linda Ashman, we see a variety of different perspectives, 
or views, outside of different people’s windows. At the end of 
the story, the little girl wonders about this. I wonder how she 
feels and what she thinks about when she looks out of her 
window. Let’s read and find out. 
 
R2 Ask:  How does the little girl feel and what does she think 
aboutwhen she looks out of her window at the end of the 
story (point to her looking out at the moon)? 
 
 
R3 State:  We’ve read this story, Outside My Window by Linda 
Ashman a couple of times. This time, I am going to ask you 
some questions, and I want you to be the storytellers. I 
wonder how these children are connected, even though they 
all have such different perspectives, or views, outside of their 
windows.  
 
R3 Ask:  How are all of the different children connected, even 
though they live in different places and see a variety of 
different things outside their windows? 
 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get 
children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. 
Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Where Are 
You From? 

by Yamile 
Saied 

Mendez  

Wondering and asking 
questions about our 
identity can helps us 
understand how we 

belong and are connected 
to our stories, our 
families, and our 

community. 
 

Identity/identidad (ee-dehn-tee-dahd): who I 
am/lo que hace qyue yo sea yo 

Belong/pertenecer (pehr-teh-neh-sehr): to be 
part of/ser parte de algo  

Beloved/querido(a) niño(a) (keh-ree-doh nee-
nyoh): so loved 

Wonder/preguntarse (preh-goon-tahr-seh): to 
ask questions/hacerse preguntas, preguntarse 
por cosas que pasan 

Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh): 
everyone matters; our choices change 
everyone’s lives/cuando nuestras decisiones 
cambian las vidas de los demás  

 
 
 

Bring in and share a picture 
of one of your ancestors and 
very briefly tell children why 
they are important to you. 
(Tune-In should be 1-2 
minutes.) 

R1 State:  This story is called Where Are You From? by Yamile 
Saied Méndez. Look at the little girl riding on her 
grandfather’s shoulders. She calls him “Abuelo.” That means 
grandfather in Spanish. They look happy to be together! I 
wonder how her grandfather answers when she asks him 
where she is from. Let’s read and find out.    
 
R1 Ask: How does Abuelo answer when the little girl asks 
where she is from?      
 
 
R2 State:  We read this story called Where Are You From? by 
Yamile Saied Méndez before. Let’s read it again. I wonder 
how the little girl feels as her abuelo, her grandfather, 
explains to her where she is from. Let’s read and find out.   
 
R2 Ask: How does the little girl feel after her abuelo explains 
to her where she is from?    
 
 
R3 State:  We’ve read this story, Where Are You From? by 
Yamile Saied Méndez. What a special story! Let’s read it 
again. This time, I’m going to ask you some questions, and I 
want you to become the storytellers.  I remember that near 
the end of the story (point to page 28), Abuelo points to his 
heart and says, “you are from here.”  I wonder why he says 
that. Let’s read and find out.   
 
R3 Ask:   Why does Abuelo point to his heart and say, “you 
are from here”? 
 



 

 

DLL SUPPORT - send in photos of people and things that show where you are from. Who is special in your family? What is special to your family? 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get 
children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. 
Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hey, Wall! 

by Susan 
Verde  

When we use our 
imagination and work 
together, we can do, 

create, and transform 
things to help others. 

Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): 
people who take care of and help each 
other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan 

Create/crear (kreh-ahr): to make something 
new/hacer algo nuevo 

Imagination/imaginación (ee-mah-hee-nah-
syohn): making up a picture or idea in your 
mind/cuando creamos cosas en nuestra mente 
que no existen en la realidad 

Mural/mural (moo-rahl): a large painting on a 
wall/pintura muy grande que se hace en una 
pared 

Transform/transformer (trahns-fohr-mahr): to 
change completely/cambiar 

Share pictures of a mural in 
your community, listen to 
salsa music dance. (Tune-In 
should be 1-2 minutes.) 

R1 State:  This story is called Hey Wall! by Susan Verde. I 
notice that there are many people working together to paint 
on a big wall. I wonder what they are doing. Let’s read and 
find out.    
 
R1 Ask:  How did the community transform, or change, the 
big wall in their community?    
 
 
R2 State: I remember that in this story, Hey, Wall! by Susan 
Verde, the community used their imaginations and worked 
together and transformed the big, empty wall into something 
beautiful. I wonder how they felt when they did that. Let’ 
read and find out.    
 
R2 Ask: How did people in the community feel when they 
used their imaginations and worked together and 
transformed the big, empty wall into something beautiful?    
 
 
R3 State:  We’ve read this story, Hey, Wall! by Susan Verde a 
couple of times already. This time, I’m going to ask you some 
questions, and I want you to be the storytellers! I wonder 
how the new mural on the big wall tells the story of this 
community. Let’s read and find out.  
 
R3 Ask: How does the new mural tell the story of their 
community? 
   

 



 

 

Take pictures of art in your community and share with the class. "What type of music does your family enjoy dancing to? Send links to songs that are 
important to your culture and family and we can play them in our classroom!" 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get 
children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. 
Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 

All Are 
Welcome 

by 
Alexandra 

Penfold  

Community means each 
person and family belongs 
and is connected to each 

other. 

Belong/pertenecer (pehr-teh-neh-sehr): to be 
part of/ser parte de algo 

Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh): 
everyone matters; our choices change 
everyone’s lives/cuando nuestras decisiones 
cambian las vidas de los demás  

Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): 
people who take care of and help each 
other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan 

Diversity/diversidad (dee-behr-see-dahd): 
different stories, beliefs, families, and 
lives/historias, creencias, familias y vidas 
diferentes 

Thrive/desarrollarse bien (deh-sah-rroh-yahr-
she  byehn): have what they need to really 
grow and live freely/tener lo que necesitamos 
para crecer libremente 

 

Welcome to our community 
Welcome to our community. 
You belong here beside me. 

We are kind  
and help each other.  

We're more complete with 
you, you see! 

 
(To the tune of “Happy 
Birthday”) 
 
 

R1 State: Look at the front cover of this book, All Are 
Welcome Here by Alexandra Penfold. I notice there are many 
children who look different from each other, and they look 
happy to be together. I wonder why they look so happy to be 
together and why the book is called All Are Welcome Here. 
Let’s read and find out.     
 
R1 Ask:  How does this school make everyone feel welcome?    
 
 
R2 State: I remember that we read All Are Welcome Here and 
learned about the different ways this school welcomes 
everyone. I wonder how the children in this school feel. Let’s 
read and find out.     
 
R2 Ask:  How do the children in this school feel?   
 
 
R3 State:  (point to page 23). We’ve read this story, All Are 
Welcome Here a couple of times. This time, let’s read it again 
and I will ask you some questions. I want you to be the 
storytellers! Remember near the end of this story the little girl 
(point) is leaving school and says she can’t wait to come back. 
I wonder why she says that. Let’s read and find out.   
 
R3 Ask:  Why does the little girl (point to little girl waving on 
page 23) say that she can’t wait to come back to school the 
next day?  
  

  



 

 

 

 

 

Here are a few other beautiful books we think you would love to add to your library in the future! 

 
 

 

 
Teacher-Selected Words 
to PAT  

PAT to Teach and Uplift Vocabulary 
Point 

 to illustrations in the book  
Act 

out words whose meaning can be 
shown through action or facial 

expression 

Tell 
The meaning of words that need to be defined in order to understand the story (use a 

child-friendly definition) 

Outside My Window Window, magnolia treehouse, 
towers, sidewalk, river, 
mountains, freight train, gates, 
garden 

Train Whistle- act out the train 
whistle 
Thunder booms- act out BOOM 
Dive- demonstrate dive with your 
hands 
Soar- act out soaring wings on the 
wind 

Different- not the same 
Pastry shop- a shop that sells bread and cookies 
Boulevard- street or road 
Adobe walls- walls made out of sand, clay, water, and grass 
Alleyway- small road between buildings 
Canal- small waterway 
Pooches- dogs 

Where Are You From? Pampas, gaucho, river, 
mountains, oceans, storm, 
frog, grandmothers, plaza, 
abuelo’s heart 

Squint, points, heart Abuelo- grandfather 
Ancestors/antepasado(a) (ahn-teh-pah-sah-doh): the people in our family who lived before 
us/personas de nuestras familias que vivieron antes que nosotros 
Ceilo- sky 

Hey, Wall! Wall, dirty snow, snowmen, 
stoop, ice cream truck, flowers, 
pencils, sketches 

Shovels, pushing, reaching, belly 
laughing, spinning,  

Lonely- all by itself 
Together- with each other 
 

All Are Welcome Pencils, bread, doors, swing Welcome Haste- quickly  
Gather- come together 
Adversity- hard times and hard things 
Talents- things we are good at and enjoy doing 
Discover- learn about something new 
Together- with each other 
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