Comprehension Measures Overview

While there is no single measure of comprehension, we can use a variety of methods to gauge
students’ abilities. Three measures to incorporate when assessing students’ comprehension are:

oral reading fluency passages, silent reading passages, and listening comprehension measures. Each
of these measures should incorporate carefully constructed questions that vary in levels of language

processing. A description of questions is included at the end of this overview.

@ Oral Reading Fluency (ORF)

We can think of an ORF measure as a temperature check for a student’s comprehension abilities.

e ORF measures have been shown to have a high level of predictive validity on reading
comprehension achievement. If a student is at or above the 50th percentile on a grade-level
passage for their oral reading fluency, it is highly correlated with proficiency in comprehension.

e Astudent is most likely not proficient in reading comprehension if their ORF assessment reveals:

O The student falls below the 50th percentile
O The student is reading below 90-95% accuracy
O The student’s reading expression is extremely choppy and dysfluent
e Teachers can pair an ORF measure with a formative comprehension assessment, a Retell Rubric,

as an additional indicator of comprehension abilities.

Note: Retells can be negatively impacted by students’ working memory or oral language

abilities and only provide a surface measure of students’ comprehension.
@ Silent Reading Passage(s)

If a student is on grade-level for an oral reading fluency, it is best to provide an additional assessment
with a grade-level text where the student reads the passage silently to themselves. This allows students to
take their time and focus on monitoring for meaning without the pressure of reading aloud. Additionally,
these passages should incorporate questions of varying language levels afterward to ensure students have

deeply comprehended the text.

Note: Silent reading assessments can use the same passage used for the ORF, but students
must be given additional time to read it silently and carefully constructed questions must be

included.
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Listening Comprehension

Researchers have found that listening comprehension outpaces reading comprehension until the middle
school years (Fisher and Frey, 2014). This means students can comprehend text far beyond what they
themselves can read. Including a measure of listening comprehension requires the teacher to read

aloud a passage to the student prior to the student answering varying levels of questions. Listening
comprehension assessments give insight into students’ oral language, vocabulary, verbal reasoning, and

overall comprehension of text.

@ Levels of Questioning

e Literal: Students answer questions directly based on information explicitly stated in the text.
O These questions involve facts and details explicitly stated, like “Who,” “What,” and “Where.”

e Inferential: Students answer questions that involve connecting ideas within the text, determining
importance, and drawing on their background knowledge to make inferences based on the
author’s words.

O Questions that explore: “Why?” and “How?”

e Critical and Evaluative: Students respond to questions that ask them to go beyond the text,
extending their understanding by analyzing and evaluating information and examining multiple
perspectives. These types of questions become more significant as students engage with higher-
level and more complex texts.

O “Based on the evidence in the text, do you agree or disagree with the author’s perspective?

Provide reasons from the text to support your stance..”

@ Background Knowledge

We know students will encounter unfamiliar content when reading. A student’s background
knowledge of text is directly related to their ability to comprehend the content. We must evaluate
reading material based on a student’s exposure and background knowledge of the material when
determining reading comprehension abilities. Multiple passages on varying topics may be required

to get a complete picture.
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