
 

 

Preschool Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Kindness, Social Emotional Development, Sharing, Gratitude, Community 
 
 
                        
           

 
 

 

  

Try reading one book multiple times throughout the week. Focus on thinking aloud about the events the first time, characters’ emotions/feelings the second time, and then having children be 
storytellers and retell the story the third time! Plan around the anchor book to TIE these conceptual ideas across the day. Use the bubble map tool to plan engagement ideas for the week(s). 
Read 1: Before you read say, “Let’s work together to figure out what is happening in this 
story.” As you read PAT the vocabulary (use the chart on the last page to help you pre-
plan the words you will point out using the pictures, act out, or tell children what it 
means through a child friendly definition). As you read, think aloud and talk to yourself, 
wonder about the events of the story and notice what is happening. Lift and define the 
key vocabulary for the book as much as possible during these think alouds and think 
about what that has to do with the inquiry question. 

Read 2:  Before you read tell children that you’ll be 
paying attention to the characters’ feelings, emotions, 
and thoughts in the book. As you read, again PAT 
vocabulary you pre-selected and think aloud to 
yourself about how characters feel and think. Again, 
connect to the main idea and key vocabulary through 
the think alouds as you read. 

Read 3: Have the children be storytellers. Choose 
key pages to ask open-ended questions like 
"What's happening here? How does (character) 
think/feel about that?" Support the children by 
restating and expanding on their ideas, lifting 
vocabulary, their understandings, and their 
empathy!  

JANUARY INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
HOW CAN WE TAKE CARE OF OURSELVES AND EACH OTHER? WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SHOW KINDNESS? 

Connected 
Reads: 
REAL time 

Anchor 
Books 

Supports for Dual Language Learners
Prepare for your read aloud:

•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore/look for cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante or gratitude/gratitud.
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even when the 

book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
When you are ready to read the book: 

•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Before reading the book in English to the whole class for the first time, read it to DLLs in English in a small group to facilitate comprehension and participation.
•Use visuals to introduce focus words. Each book has a connected focus word visual set available on the Cox Campus.During the read:
•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading. Invite children to do the actions related to the words you Act out, to promote engagement and comprehension.
•Use props to support children’s understanding as you read.
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story.
•Point out similarities in words (cognates) between English and the child’s first language. For example, “In English we say favorite and in Spanish favorito(a) (fah-boh-ree-toh)."
•You can also point out differences in the languages, For example, “Delighted is encantado(a) (ehng-kahn-tah-doh) in Spanish.”

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 
•Ask families and use tools like Google Translate to look up words and learn how to say the focus words in other languages represented in your classroom.
•Books available in Spanish: La Sombrilla Grande (The Big Umbrella), Guillermo Jorge Manuel José (Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge), ¡Di algo! (Say Something!)



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get 
children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. 
Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Big Umbrella  

by Amy June Bates  

Being kind 
and 

welcoming 
are ways 
to help 

others feel 
included 

and part of 
the 

community 
that we 

share with 
each other. 

Include/incluir (eeng-klweer): to 
make someone or something 
part of a group/hacer que 
alguien o algo sea parte de un 
grupo 

Gather/reunir (rreyoo-neer): to 
come together/juntar  

Shelter/refugio (rreh-foo-hyoh) 
(noun): a safe place/un lugar 
seguro 

Protect/proteger (proh-teh-
hehr): to keep safe/dar 
seguridad o cuidar de algo o 
alguien para que no le pase 
nada 

Enough/suficiente (soo-fee-
syehn-teh): all that is 
needed/que no necesitamos 
más 

 

Come Under My Umbrella 
Fingerplay: 

Come under my umbrella, 
umbrella, umbrella  
(arch arms over head like an 
umbrella) 

Come under my umbrella, 
it's starting to rain. 
(wiggle fingers as hands 
descend) 

With thunder and lightning, 
(clap on thunder, then open 
fists & spread fingers for 
lightning) 

And thunder and lightning. 
Come under my umbrella, 
it's starting to rain. 

Alternate action: pound 
hands on floor for thunder, 
throw arms up in air for 
lightning flash 
 

(To the tune: “Did You Ever 
See a Lassie?”) 

 

You can listen to or play this 
song and sing along Ms. 

Ulana with this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=oGQI5Ia2Too  

R1 State:  Look! (point to cover) The people are gathered together under a big 
smiling umbrella. They look like they are being protected-kept safe from the rain. I 
wonder how the umbrella helps people in this story. Let’s read and find out. 

R1 Ask: How did the umbrella help others in this story?  

R1 Possible Answer: The umbrella kept getting bigger so that there was enough 
space for everyone to gather, be included, and find shelter and protection. The 
umbrella made sure everyone had what they needed and was included. 
  

2 State:  Remember in this story, the umbrella provided enough shelter for 
everyone who needed to be protected to stay safe. Many people gathered 
together and shared kindness and so everyone had what they needed. I wonder 
what thoughts and feelings people had when everyone was included, there was 
enough to share, and they gathered together to be protected and safe. Let’s read 
and think and feel together with the ideas of this beautiful book! 

R2 Ask:  What thoughts and feelings did we notice (in the book and in ourselves) 
when everyone was included, there was enough to share, and everyone gathered 
together to be protected and safe? 

R2 Possible Answer: When everyone is included, everyone feels safe. There is 
enough shelter for everyone. 
  

R3 State:  Now you know this book well! Let’s read it again and you can be the 
storyteller about what kindness meant to the characters in this story as they 
gathered together to include and protect everyone. 

R3 Ask:  How was kindness shown and shared? 

R3 Possible Answer: Everyone got to gather under the umbrella. Everyone was 
included and protected under the umbrella. Kindness is shared when everyone is 
included and has enough. 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGQI5Ia2Too
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGQI5Ia2Too


 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get 
children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. 
Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wilfrid Gordon  

by Mem Fox  

Our memories 
and stories 

are an 
important 

part of who 
we are and 

sharing them 
with others is 

part of 
friendship. 

Kindness/amabilidad (ah-mah-
bee-lee-dahd): to do something 
that makes someone feel 
happy/cuando haces algo para 
que alguien se sienta feliz 

Memory/recuerdos (rreh-
kwehr-doh): something that has 
happened that you think and 
feel about/lo que piensas y 
como te sientes de algo que ya 
paso 

Remember/recordar (rreh-kohr-
dahr): to think and have feelings 
about something that happened 
before/pensar en algo que ya ha 
pasado  

Precious/valioso (bah-lyoh-soh): 
something or someone so 
special and loved/alguien o algo 
especial 

Friendship/amistad (ah-mees-
tahd): looking out for, taking 
care of, and sharing life with 
others/cuando compartes tu 
vida con alguien que quieres y 
cuidas 

 

Share an object or 
memory that reminds 
you of a person or an 
event that was 
important to you. Tell 
them the story that that 
object reminds you of….  
 
Explain that this object 
helps you remember- or 
think about- that person 
or time- and that is what 
makes it precious (so 
special)- and a treasure 
(such an important 
thing) to you. 

R1 State:  Look at this picture. There is a little boy spending time with an older 
woman. The title is “Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge.” That is the name of this 
little boy. Both the boy and the woman look happy together! I wonder about their 
friendship and how they help each other and show kindness! Let’s read and find 
out! 

R1 Ask:  How do Wilfred Gordon and Miss Nancy help each other and show 
kindness? 

R1 Possible Answer: Wilfred Gordon and Miss Nancy show kindness by being 
friends to each other. They have a special friendship. Wilfred Gordon helped Miss 
Nancy remember special things about her life, too. 
 

R2 State:  Remember in this story, these two special friends showed so much 
kindness as Wilfred Gordon and Miss Nancy shared their memories and precious 
treasures. They shared a lot of what they thought and felt with each other. I 
wonder what they were thinking and feeling as they shared precious memories 
and their stories with each other. 

R2 Ask:  What were Wilfred Gordon and Miss Nancy thinking and feeling as they 
shared precious memories and their stories with each other? 

R2 Possible Answer: They were feeling very connected by their memories – they 
both had memories of the same things! They also probably felt loved and were 
thinking “I’m so glad we have this friendship!” 
 

R3 State:  Remember how Wilfred Gordon collected a basket of treasures for Miss 
Nancy. Let's look back and think about why he did that. 

R3 Ask:  Why did Wilfred Gordon collect a basket of treasures for Ms. Nancy? 

R3 Possible Answer: Wilfred Gordon collected a basket of treasures so that he 
could help Ms. Nancy remember her memories. He wanted her to think about all 
of the precious special things that had happened in her life, and he wanted to hear 
about them too! 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English 
+ Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Miles of Smiles 

 by K. Kaufman Orloff  

Even little 
ways, like 

smiling, can 
be a way to 

show 
kindness and 

make 
somebody’s 
day special. 

Soothe/calmar (kahl-mahr): 
to make someone feel 
better/ayudar a alguien 
sentirse mejor 

Joy/gozo (goh-soh): 
happiness/felicidad 

Kindness/amabilidad (ah-
mah-bee-lee-dahd): to do 
something that makes 
someone feel happy/cuando 
haces algo para que alguien 
se sienta feliz 

Hope/esperanza (ehs-peh-
rahn-sah): a wish that you 
want to happen, something 
you look forward to, 
something you want to 
happen/deseo de que pase 
algo muy especial  

 

Sing –  

This is my School Family Song 
(Conscious Discipline): 

This is my school family (3x) 
Now WAVE TO A FRIEND. 

Wave to a friend  
(boom, boom, boom) 

This is my school family (3x) 
SHAKE HANDS WITH A 

FRIEND. 
(boom, boom, boom) 

…. 

PINKY HUG WITH A FRIEND 
(boom, boom, boom) 

HIGH FIVE WITH A FRIEND  
(boom, boom, boom) 

WAVE TO A FRIEND 
(boom, boom, boom) 

 

R1 State:  Look at this mother, baby, and little girl walking together and 
smiling! They look happy and the baby has such a big smile. The title says Miles 
of Smiles, like smiles can travel far. That is such an interesting thought! I 
wonder how a smile can travel! Let’s read and find out. 

R1 Ask:  How did smiles and happiness travel between people and in the 
community? 

R1 Possible Answer:  When one person smiled, they made another person 
smile! They spread kindness and joy to another person when they smiled.  
 

R2 State:  Remember in this story, the entire community spread hope and 
smiles as they passed kindness on from one person to the next. I wonder how 
they felt and what they thought about when people were kind to them and 
when they spread kindness and smiles to each other. 

R2 Ask:  How did people feel and what did people think when others were kind 
to them and when they spread kindnesses (and smiles) to each other? 

R2 Possible Answer: I think that when people spread kindness to others, they 
helped soothe others – they helped people feel better! I bet they felt lots of 
joy when someone smiled at them! 
 

R3 State:  I wonder how the baby's smile helped people in the community. 
Let’s read it again and you can be the storyteller about how smiles traveled as 
kindness was shared in this community. 

R3 Ask:  Why was the baby’s smile important? 

R3 Possible Answer: Baby’s smile was so important because it started the 
miles of smiles! The baby’s smile helped spread kindness to the whole 
neighborhood! 
 

 

 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Say Something 
by Peter Reynolds  

What you 
think and 

feel is 
important, 

big or small, 
we can all 

make a 
difference. 
We can be 

kind, inspire, 
encourage, 

and help 
others by 

what we say 
and do. 

Brilliant/brillante (bree-yahn-tay): very 
smart/alguien que es muy inteligente  

Courage/valentía (bah-lehn-tee-ah): doing 
something even when it is new, hard, or 
when you are feeling scared/hacer algo aún 
cuando sea nuevo, difícil o cuando tienes 
miedo de hacerlo   

Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr): to make 
you want to do something/algo que 
te mueve a hacer algo 

Transform/transformar (trahns-fohr-
mahr): to change completely/cambiar 

Kindness/amabilidad (ah-mah-bee-lee-
dahd): to do something that makes 
someone feel happy/cuando haces algo 
para que alguien se sienta feliz 

Confidence/confianza o seguridad (kohm-
fyahn-sah  o  seh-goo-ree-dahd): to feel 
really good, like you can do it/sentirse muy 
bien cuando haces algo, saber que puedes 
hacerlo bien 

Invite children to come to the 
carpet and take a pretend 
microphone- explain that you 
want to say something very 
important- and then share that 
they are so special and 
important to you and inspire 
you every day with their 
kindness (gentle and helpful 
ways) and brilliance (their 
great ideas).  
 
Alternatively, share the main 
idea of this text as a big 
important ‘statement’ in the 
microphone. Or - say anything 
inspiring and connecting and 
help them know that using our 
voices to make things better 
can make a difference! We all 
can Say Something! 

R1 State: Look at these children (point to the cover). They all have 
something to say. I wonder how they are going to use their voices to 
say something. Let's read and find out. 

R1 Ask: How did the children in this story use their voices? 

R1 Possible Answer: When the children had something to say, they 
showed courage and confidence and used their voices. They said 
things, wrote poems, and found other brilliant, really smart, ways to 
use their voices.  
 

R2 State: Remember that in this story, the children share their voice 
and ideas in lots of different ways. I wonder how the children in this 
story feel when they share their voice. Let's read and find out. 

R2 Ask: How do the children feel when they share their voice? 

R2 Possible Answer: The children felt confident and courageous 
when they shared their voices. They knew that their voices inspired 
others.  
 

R3 State: This story shows so many different ways people can share 
their voice with other people. I wonder why it is important to share 
our voice. Let's look back together and you can help tell the story this 
time as we think about the many ways these children share their 
voice! 

R3 Ask:  Why it is important to share our voice? 

R3 Possible Answer: It is important to share our voice because our 
brilliant words can transform, or change, the world! 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 
Teacher-Selected Words 
to PAT  

PAT to Teach and Uplift Vocabulary 
Point 

 to illustrations in the book  
Act 

out words whose meaning can be 
shown through action or facial 

expression 

Tell 
The meaning of words that need to be defined in order to understand the story (use a 

child-friendly definition) 

The Big Umbrella 
by Amy June Bates  
 

Front door, red umbrella, 
hairy, plaid, legs 

Friendly (point to smile), spread 
arms wide, gather (move arms 
together), tall (stretch up) 

Worry- they aren’t sure if things will be the way they want it 

Wilfrid Gordan 
by Mem Fox 
 

Old people’s home, Wilfrid 
Gordon, Ms. Nancy, organ, 
shoebox of shells, puppet, 
medal, football, hen, egg, 
beach, boots, brother, puppet 

Scary, voice like a giant, laugh, 
bounced, smiled  

Cricket- a game played with a ball 
 

Miles of Smiles 
by K. Kaufman Orloff 

Baby, mommy, Mrs. Glass, 
Sebastian, coach, Roberto, 
Valerie, Gran, Jim, boss, Ed, 
Shane, Grampa, Anne, Jenn, 
pup, baby 

Smile, laughs Beam- smile really big with your eyes and moth 
Mope- feel sad 
Boss- someone we work with and for 
Cross- grumpy 
Soothe- to make someone feel better  
Brighten- makes it look happier 
Seals- lick the envelope  

Say Something 
by Peter Reynolds 

Brush, empty canvas, empty 
lot, seed, hurt, stars, universe 

Angry, from your heart, whisper Powerful- strong and able to do hard things 
Words- what we say 
Actions- what we do 
Lonely- feeling all alone 
Bloom- grow into flowers 
Brave- doing something even when it is new, hard, or when you are feeling scared  
Invisible- something that can’t be seen 
Injustice- something not right or fair 
Grateful- thankful 
Heal- help something hurt get better 

Here are a few other beautiful books we think you would love to add to your library in the future! 
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