
 

 

Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, 

more beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and 

inspire ourselves and others? How can we use music to change the world? 

Focus Words: 

Amazing/asombroso (ah-sohm-broh-soh)  
Drum/tambor (tahm-bohr)  
Rattle/sonajero (son-ah-heh-roh)  
Sticks/palos (pah-lohs)  
Guitar/guitarra (gee-tah-rah)  
Joyful/alegre (ah-leh-grey)  
Quiet/tranquilo (trahn-kee-lo)  
Loud/ruidoso (rrwee-doh-soh)  
Fast/rápido (rah-pee-doh)  
Slow/despacio (dehs-pah-syoh)  
Calm/calma (cal-mah)  
Happy/feliz (feh-lees)  
Sad/triste (trees-teh)   
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs) 

What changes will you make to the environment?  

 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



 

 

Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Infant/Young Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 
bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Music/música (MEW-see-kah)  

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share these instruments and music 

with your class. Could they come in or send a video and share the song or instrument? Or, can they send you a link to a favorite song? 



 

 

Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Infant/Young Toddlers                Theme:_______________                                    Week of: _______________ 

Social-Emotional: 

Across the day and weeks tune 

in to babies and  describe the 

feelings they seem to be having. 

Music/Conversations: 

Play and sing songs throughout 

the day and talk about how they 

sound and make you feel (happy, 

joyful, calm, sad, quiet, loud)  

Family Connection: 

Ask families if there is anyone who 

would be able to either come in and 

play an instrument or sing a song for 

the children, or record it for children 

to listen to during the day! 

Music & Movement: 

Classroom concert- Have baby-friendly instruments 

out for them to play along with music and to make 

their own music. Clap and play and sing with them and 

their beat! Talk about different music and narrate for 

children what they are doing to make amazing music 

together. Is it fast/slow; loud/quiet? Can you play 

together? 

Tummy/Mirror Time: 

Position the baby where they can see their 

reflection and watch themselves play music 

with the collection of instruments and 

shakers you have compiled across the room. 

Notice how they seem to feel and describe it 

with words. Narrate their actions (i.e. “You 

are using your hands to shake the rattle and 

your head is moving to the beat!”)  

 
Focus Books:  

Amazing Me! Music  
By Carol Thompson 

&  
Music is…. 

By Brandon Sosuy 

 

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 


