
Oral Language Building Activities

Partner Talk

Talking with partners allows students to practice many aspects of social communication, including
taking turns, speaking, and listening. In addition to developing social communication skills, when
planned intentionally partner talk also allows students to practice all components of oral language and
promotes equity of voice in the classroom.

Setting students up for success takes intentional planning and practice. Download our Partner Talk Tip
Sheet to learn more.

Partner Talk Tip Sheet: Link

Read Aloud

Read aloud gives children access to books they can’t yet read independently. It’s a great tool for
building background knowledge and scaffolding students as they read more and more challenging
text. Read aloud also strengthens high-level language skills like critical thinking, verbal reasoning, and
inferring and supports the oral language development of children of all ages. Independent reading and
read aloud drive growth in oral language because the language of text is often more sophisticated than
language used in everyday conversation. The more children read (or are read to), the more broadly and
deeply they grow their vocabulary, and understand complex syntax and grammar.

Meaningful Read Alouds for Vocabulary and Oral Language Comprehension: Link

PAT Strategy

PAT is a strategy for intentional, indirect vocabulary instruction- teaching words quickly in the context
of a read aloud. PAT stands for:

• Point- point to a picture

• Act- act out a word

• Tell- quickly tell a synonym or child-friendly definition

PAT Poster: Link

https://lms.coxcampus.org//student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=b0a80d46-1c36-4f53-9691-1c7af1ba6f84&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org//student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=7e2f6d5f-f727-4014-9850-8d8b81079dc6&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org//student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=bfb68244-f2ca-47ed-8496-5124abed53f2&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true


Prove It

Prove It is an activity that requires students to use their knowledge of a subject to justify a statement.
The statement can be related to a read aloud or content topic and includes a target vocabulary word.
Students read the sentence and discuss it with a partner, using the statement as a sentence stem
with a conjunction (joining word) to encourage more complex syntax. This activity deepens students’
comprehension and understanding of a topic and can be used as oral rehearsal for the Because, But, So
activity from The Writing Revolution.

Prove It Template: Link

This or That

This or That is a critical thinking activity that poses a question with no right or wrong answer. The
question should require the use of a target vocabulary word as part of the response.

Post the question where all children can see it. Students choose their answer by walking to one side of
the room or another. Then they talk to a partner, justifying their choice using a target vocabulary word.

This activity can stand alone as a routine to deepen children’s knowledge of a subject or understanding
of a story or used in combination with read aloud, partner talk, class discussion, and accountable talk
stems to develop students’ knowledge of semantics, syntax, and social communication. It’s also a great
oral rehearsal activity to plan before children write opinion pieces.

This or That Template: Link

Notice and Wonder

Notice and Wonder promotes observation skills, curiosity, critical thinking, and oral language. Children
observe a photograph or object and discuss what they notice. Then they discuss any questions or
wonderings they have. This activity is applicable to any subject area.

Use in combination with read aloud, partner talk, class discussion, and accountable talk stems to
develop students’ knowledge of semantics, syntax, and social communication.
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