
Phoneme Blending Instructional Routine (Expressive)

Visuals, gestures and props are beneficial for all children, especially dual 
language/multilingual learners. 

Instructional Routine
Targeted Skill Phoneme blending (expressive)

Sequence
*CVC, CCVCC 

*Asterisk indicates end of Pre-K goal

Materials 
Needed

Word List for Phonemic Awareness Activities
*see variations below for additional materials

I Do 
Model and 

Think Aloud

We’re going to practice blending sounds together to make words. I will say 

each sound and we will blend the sounds together to make a word.  

If I hear the sounds /b/.../u/.../g/, I will blend them together (say sounds more 

closely together) /b/... /u/... /g/ and say the word, bug!  

We Do 
Guided Practice

Let’s do one together. Are you ready?  

/m/…/o/…/p/ Let’s say that together, /mmm/…/ooo/…/p/. Blend /m/.../o/.../p/.  

Mop! That’s right! We did it! We blended /m/…/o/…/p/ and got mop! 

You Do 
Independent  

Practice

Now I will say the sounds and you will blend them together to make a word.  

When you know the word, give me a thumbs up (or another signal). I’ll 

take turns calling on each of you, once everyone has a chance to blend the 

words.  

*Follow procedure above* Give think time for blending and call on children 

randomly to say the word. After individual children respond say provide 

feedback.

Feedback

Supportive feedback: You did it! You blended the sounds /r/.../u/.../g/ to-

gether to get the word rug. Let’s all do it together. 

Corrective feedback: Let’s do it again, slowly. /r/... /u/.../g/, /r/.../u/.../g/, RUG. 

When you blend, /r/ /u/ /g/ together you get the word rug. Let’s all do it 

together.

https://atlantaspeechschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/CoxCampus/EfJOBUx3OypMhyWtbyUciGcB5f5qC8WRELdDWQ703Uo4Kw?e=XFOOri


Phoneme Blending Instructional Routine (Expressive)

Differentiation 

Dual Language 
and 

Multilingual 
Learners 

•	 Consider whether the phonemes are in the child’s first language, and 

consider beginning with phonemes that occur in both languages. 

•	 Be sure to connect meaning by using pictures or objects for words used 

in the lesson.

•	 Supports below may also apply.

Targeted 
Support 

•	 Go back to receptive blending activities.

•	 Use pictures or objects .

•	 Choose words with only two phonemes.

•	 Choose words with continuous sounds.

Acceleration 
•	 Move on to segmentation.  

•	 Use words with more phonemes.  

•	 Remove picture clues. 

Assessment/ 
Progress 

Monitoring 

•	 Phoneme Blending Matrix

Variations
•	 Robot Talk: Have a toy robot present the words explaining that he only speaks robot. 

•	 Sargent Smarty: Pretend you are a detective. Your “clues” are segmented words, and chil-

dren blend the words to solve the clue. 

•	 Hungry Monster: Hungry Monster is always hungry. He tells children what he wants to eat 

(segmenting the words) and children blend the words to determine what he wants to eat. 

•	 Seasonal Variation: Use seasonal erasers instead of counters. 

•	 Multisensory variation: Once children have learned letter formation, words can be spelled 

in shaving cream, sand and other sensory materials 


