
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  
Look What I Found in the Woods

Focus Words:

Observe/observar (ohb-sehr-bahr): to watch and notice how things are and change/fijarse en las cosas a nuestro alrededor 

Earth/tierra (tyeh-rrah): the world or planet that we live on/el mundo o planeta en el que vivimos

Environment/entorno (ehn-tohr-noh): all the things on earth, living and non-living/todo lo que está a nuestro alrededor, ya sea natural o no 

Nature/naturaleza (nah-too-rah-leh-sah): things in the world that are not made by us/lo que hay en nuestro mundo que no creamos nosotros

Wonder/maravilla (mah-rah-bee-yah): (noun) something so great there aren’t even words to describe it/algo tan especial que no encontramos palabras para 
describirlo

Main Idea: By observing nature, we can learn amazing things.

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Please send in nature photos from your hometown or home countries. We will share these as a class to learn more about each other and the world.
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Be creative! 
Create your own 

connected activities.

Outside/Science:

Bring towels or mats to lay 
on the ground outside. Invite 

the children to lay on them and 
observe the clouds. Wonder 

together about why clouds look 
different and take some 

pictures of clouds to 
draw later.Art:

Add colored sand to the 
art center. Show the children 
how to use glue to create a 

picture by sprinkling sand on the 
top and shaking off the excess.

Art/SEL:

Listening with wonder: 
Listen to sounds from 

nature (crickets, ocean waves, 
thunderstorm, etc.). Invite children 

to draw or paint a picture about 
how that sound makes them 

feel.

Family Connection:

Invite families to send a picture 
of nature where their family is from. 
Observe and discuss with children 

the amazing wonder of nature and the 
different environments of the Earth. 
Post these pictures on the wall and 

encourage children to describe, 
discuss, and observe these 

photographs together.

Emergent Literacy 
and Letters:

Offer various items from nature 
to create letters with (e.g. twigs, 

rocks, sand, leaves, flower 
petals).

From Tree to sea 
by Shelley Moore Thomas

Shared Writing:

Create a shared writing chart using 
the sentence frame: “I learned _____ 

from ______.” Invite children to reflect 
about the lessons nature teaches us when 

we pay attention. Add to this shared 
writing across the week and then at the 

end of the week invite children to 
illustrate their page and create 

a class book.


