
3 Ways to Read Rhyming Books  

Infants and Toddlers
How you read with

children makes a
difference,

for a lifetime.TIPS is a practice for reading interactively to
promote language and critical thinking by engaging 
young children around a book.

*Remember the acronym TIPS stands for: Tune in,
Introduced the book, Promote language, and
Summarize = TIPS

Plan to read a rhyming book according to the
process below.

Planning to Read

Once you select a book, begin to plan at least five 
reads per child over the course of two to three 
weeks. 

1st Teach the meaning of words and story at least 
three times. 

•	 Select important Tier 1–2 vocabulary that is
illustrated in the book. 

•	 Plan how you will P.A.T. (point, act, tell) the
vocabulary. 

•	 Think about how you will create language 
around the book. 

	 How will I engage with children? 
	 How will I use illustrations to support the 	
	 words that I say?

2nd Emphasize the rhyming words at least
two times. 

3rd Focus on the rhythm by singing the book at 
least two times. 

•	 Practice how you will read, emphasize the 
beat, or read words “like a song”.

Reach Everyone

Think about the children in your class in terms of 
their cultural and linguistic backgrounds. 

What languages do the children speak at home? 
How can you support? 

If you have Dual Language Learners (DLLS) in your 
class, learn a few target vocabulary words from 
the book in the child’s first language. 

Think of how you will introduce the story in the 
first language through bilingual staff, families, or 
volunteers. 

Plan how you will extend the books and use the 
vocabulary during other parts of the day.
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