First START Read

During the first START read, you focus on pushing-in target vocabulary and key events.

Main Idea

You need to know the sophisticated storybook’s main idea to define:

The purpose for the read, which you introduce in STATE

The target vocabulary and key events you push-in during TEACH
The open-ended question you pose during ASK

The TIE statement at the end of the read

To find the main idea, you need to know the story problem. Determine the story problem by asking two questions:

e What is the story about?
e What problems are the characters facing?

The main idea is like the story problem, only it does not refer to any specific storybook. It is a principle that children
can apply and talk about in many different settings.
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First START Read

Tips for the first START read:

State: Use this time to spark children’s interest as you describe the book’s
title and cover.

Teach: Don't ask the children questions during this time; this is your
opportunity to use thinkalouds to model how to really think about a book.

Ask: Creating why questions from the story problem and main idea is not
always easy. Practice creating open-ended questions that will help you
pull-out key events and target vocabulary.

Respond: Always keep in mind that you need to let children know that their thoughts matter.

Tie: Just briefly refer to your Tie activity at the end of the read. Children will have been sitting for a long time, so wait
to give more directions during introduction to centers.
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