
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title:  The Snowy Day 
Author: Ezra Jack Keats 

Tune-In Example 
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and loving 

interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest in the book? 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

“Mittens” – a fingerplay 
Thumb in the thumb place (Give Thumbs up with both 
hands) Fingers all together (hold fingers together like in 
mittens with thumbs out). These are the things we wear in 
mitten weather (move “mitten” hands back and forth). 
When it's cold, it doesn't matter whether, (shrug shoulders) 
Mittens are wool or made of finest leather. (rub hands 
together like warming them) Thumb in the thumb place, 
fingers all together 

The name of this book is The Snowy Day. Notice on the 
cover of this book that the little boy, Peter, is making tracks 
in the snow with his feet. I wonder what other adventures 
Peter will have in the snow. Let’s read and find out!” 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and props.        
3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English throughout the 
story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions) 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell 
Think Alouds 

2 
Peter, Snow, 

Window 
  

 
Oh, Peter woke up and he saw that it had 
snowed while he was asleep! I bet he is so 
excited, so happy, that snow had fallen! He 
is really eager, really ready, to get out and 
play in the snow! 



 

4 Snowsuit Piled high 
Snowsuit – a warm jacket 

and pants 
 

5, 6 Feet 
Crunch, Toes 

pointing in, Toes 
pointing out 

 
Look at his footprints in the snow. Peter 
made tracks! 

7, 8 Tracks Slowly  
I see there are 3 lines, 3 tracks! I wonder 
what Peter found that made a new track 

9. 10 
 

Stick, Tree Smacking 
Smack – to hit 

 

Uh oh, Peter is smacking, he is hitting, that 
tree that has snow on it. I wonder what will 
happen 

11, 12 Snow Plop, On top of head  
Oh, he hit the tree and now the snow has 
fallen on top of his head! 

13, 14 Boys Snowball fight 
Snowball fight – when 

you throw snowballs at 
each other 

I bet Peter is disappointed, he is sad, that 
he is not big enough to join in the snowball 
fight. I think that he wishes that he could 
join the fun.  

15, 16 Snowman, Angels Smiling  

I notice that even though Peter was 
disappointed, or sad,  about not being able 
to join the snowball fight, he found lots of 
other fun things to do in the snow! 

17, 18 Mountain 
Climbed up, Slid 

down 
  

19, 20 Snowball, Pocket Packed 

Firm – hard 
Adventures– fun thing 

that he did 
 

Peter is finished playing in the snow for 
today, but he put that snowball in his 
pocket to save it for tomorrow. 

21,22    

Even though Peter is inside, in the bath, he 
cannot stop thinking about all of the fun he 
had in the snow. He was so excited, so 
happy, to play in the snow and it was such 
fun! 

23, 24 Pocket Looked, Sad Empty- nothing is inside 

Oh no! Peter went back to get his snowball, 
but it wasn’t there! I think it melted, 
because it was so warm in the house and 
the snowball was so cold. It just melted, 
turned into water. Poor Peter, I think he is 
so sad, so disappointed, because he 
wanted to play with that snowball 
tomorrow. 



 

25, 26 Sun, New snow Falling 
Melted- Got warm and 

turned into water 

Yay, Peter is so excited, so happy! He 
dreamed that the snow had melted, but it 
was not true. It is still snowing! Peter is 
going to get to have more fun in the snow! 

27, 28 Friend, Deep snow Called  

Oh, Peter and his friend must be so eager, 
so ready, to get out and play in the snow 
again! I think that they are going to have 
great fun! 

 

Summarize (after you read) 
How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 

 

• Say “We just read about a snowy day. Let’s look back at 
all of the exciting things Peter did in the snow!” 
Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. Some 
examples for this book would be “How did Peter feel 
when his snowball melted?” or “Why did Peter’s 
snowball melt in his pocket?” 

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting language 
(honor all attempts to communicate, in any language). 

Suggested Pages for 
Summarizing 
 
Pg. 2 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 24 
Pg. 28 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 

1. Excited – very happy 
2. Eager – ready 
3. Disappointed – so sad that 

something did not happen like you 
wanted it to 

 
 
 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 
What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

• First read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book 
with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff? 
____________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across languages? 
Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools like Google Translate 
to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom: 

1. Excited: emocionado(a) (eh-mo-see-oh-nah-doe) 
2. Eager: ansioso(a) (ahn-see-oh-so) 
3. Disappointed: decepcionado(a) (deh-sep-see-oh-nah-do) 

 

• What props or materials will you use? ____________________________________________________________ 



 

• Additional supports for this book: ________________________________________________________________ 

 Remember: 

• Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

• Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections). 

• You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book. 

 


