
Knowledge Building 
with Vocabulary (PS/
PK) Course Guide



Knowledge Building with Vocabulary (Preschool and Pre-K) 
Course Guide

Course Guide Information 

This guide was created to help you process and take action on the information provided 

in the corresponding course.  

How to Use this Guide 

Lesson Overview 

Each lesson includes an overview with a brief description of the lesson and three major 

objectives. Rate your current knowledge of the information on the scale before watching 

the lesson.  

Notes Page 

As you watch each lesson, a page is provided for taking notes, allowing you to refer back 

to them whenever needed. 

Reflection Page 

After you watch the lesson, use the reflection questions to think about what you learned 

and how you can apply it to improve instruction. 

Extension Activities 

After you finish the entire lesson, rate your knowledge again to self-assess how much you 

learned. 

There is a list of relevant activities you can do to further deepen your understanding and 

improve your practice. 
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Lesson 1: Knowledge Building with Vocabulary (PS/PK)

This course explores how preschool and Pre-K teachers can intentionally use 

vocabulary instruction to build children’s knowledge of the natural and social world. 

Participants will learn how selecting, teaching, and revisiting meaningful words through 

texts, conversations, and connected experiences strengthens children’s language 

comprehension and understanding of important topics.

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To: 
• Know how to select and teach vocabulary words for knowledge building.

• Be able to plan a unit of study that builds children’s knowledge and 

strengthens their language comprehension through vocabulary development.

Rate Your Knowledge 

On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Notes 
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Take Notes 

Name and define the 3 tiers of vocabulary: 

What should you consider when selecting vocabulary? 

What are the four components of the PS/PK vocabulary teaching routine? 
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Now Reflect 

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 1: Knowledge Building with Vocabulary (PS/PK)

Revisit Lesson Goals: 

• Know how to select and teach vocabulary words for knowledge building.

• Be able to plan a unit of study that builds children’s knowledge and strengthens

their language comprehension through vocabulary development.

Rate Your Knowledge 

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 

scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Extension Activities 

In this lesson, you will learn about oral language and its impact on literacy development. 

Application Checklist 

1. Download Vocabulary Routine PS/PK

2. Download Building Vocabulary Teaching Aid

3. Considering an upcoming unit and the books you will be reading, which vocabulary 

words will you select to build knowledge?

https://lms.coxcampus.org//student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=ee662299-f679-496b-81ed-3f16aa51a788&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org//student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=81de55c3-93d7-40bc-879a-dc66e9dcb329&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
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Additional Notes 




