START Coaching Tool: Informational Texts

Purpose: This tool can be used by a teacher who observes a coach modeling, by a coach observing a
teacher, or for self-reflection by a teacher (especially after viewing a video recording). This tool can also
support planning.

SITE/SCHOOL: DATE:
TEACHER: AGE LEVEL:
OBSERVER: VISIT DURATION:

O INDIVIDUAL O GROUP SIZE:

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION:
(e.g., center, materials, target vocabulary)

Present/Not Notes

Present

START Teaching Strategies

State the purpose of the read in the
form of a question, setting the stage
for what children will be learning. This
can relate to a complex storybook,

a question the children had, or to a
broader unit of study.

Call attention to the title of the
informational text you will be using.

STATE

After reading previously selected,
specific sections of the text, teacher
uses thinkalouds to explain and
deepen children’s understanding

of new information, connect to a
complex storybook or the unit of
study, as well as children’s funds of
knowledge.

Explicitly teach text features

TEACH

Explicitly teach subject-specific
vocabulary, tier 3 words

(PAT) Points to illustrations

(PAT) Acts out words

(PAT) Tells child-friendly definition for
target vocabulary

Asks open-ended question - the
same one posed during the State
portion of START.

ASK
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START Coaching Tool: Informational Texts

Recasts what children say with more
complex sentences

Builds on what children say by adding
more information and Tier 3 words

Uses rich vocabulary when
responding to child utterances

Connects book to other parts of
the day (e.g., centers, small group
activities)

RESPOND

TIE

Not this
time

Supports for MLLs Yes

Intentionally supports multilingual learners
throughout the read (i.e. makes connections
between English and home language, use
gestures, visuals, and props to support O I:l
comprehension, select texts that are
culturally relevant and preserving). Check
out our START VIP Poster on Cox Campus.

Additional Notes

Glow: Grow:

Next Steps:
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https://coxcampus.thinkingcap.com//student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=0ab2b92d-8ae1-4006-9795-57b02d2301d1&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
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