
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: Owl in the Tree (to Skip to My Lou) Owl in the tree 
says, who, who, who. Owl in the tree says, who, who, who. Owl in the tree says, who, who, who. Who, who, are you? (point to a child 
and have them say their name) 
Story Title: Owl Moon                           Author: Jane Yolen 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: The little girl and her 
father on the cover of this book are 
going owling, or looking for an owl. I 
wonder what she will need to do to 
see an owl. Let’s read and find out.  

Purpose of Read: Remember, the girl in 
the story wants to prove that she is 
old enough and responsible enough to 
go owling. I wonder what she's 
thinking while they are owling. Let's 
read and find out.   

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I want you to help 
tell it. I wonder why this little girl 
went owling for the first time with her 
father. Let's read and find out.  
 

Main Idea: When you show that you are responsible, sometimes you get to do very special things.  

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 2 Trees Giant, train whistle 
Owling- to go looking for owls 
Statue- a figure made from stone or wood 

Pg. 3 Woods, Pa and I  Woolen- made from wool so it is soft and warm 

Pg. 4 Footprints, shadows   

Pg. 7 Pine trees Held up his hand Searching- looking for something 

Pg. 9  Listened, shrugged 
Silent- not making any sound 
Disappointed- upset that things didn’t work out the 
way you wanted them 

Pg. 11  Palm Palm- the flat part of your hand 

Pg. 13 Shadows  
Brave- when you are afraid but do something 
anyway 

Pg. 15 Center of the clearing  Clearing- an open area with no trees 

Pg. 18 Put hands over mouth 
Sighed, held up his hand, 

raised his face 

Echo- when you make a noise and hear the same 
noise come back to you 
Hoot- the sound an owl makes 

Pg. 21 Owl Lifted off and flew 
Meadow- an open area where only grass grows 
Spoken- said 

Pg. 26   Stare- to look at something without looking away 

Pg. 28  Pumped, lifted Forest- the woods, an area with many trees 

Pg. 29   Hope- when you want something to happen 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Patient- when you wait nicely for something you want 
2. Responsible- able to control yourself and make good choices 
3. Determined- to keep working at something until you get what you want, to not give up 
4. Proud- to feel good about yourself; feel good about something you did 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 
and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 
notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 2 
Oh, so the little girl is telling the 
story. When it says ‘I’, that’s the 

little girl. 
Pg. 6 

I bet the little girl is thinking, “I 
need to be responsible and 

remember everything my father 
has told me about owling. I’m so 

excited!” 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 2 
Pg. 5 
Pg. 6 
Pg. 7 
Pg. 9 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 26 
Pg. 28 
Pg. 29 

Pg. 5 

I’m thinking that the moon is shining 
on the little girl and her dad and 

that’s what is making the shadows. 
We saw the moon on the front 

cover of the book.   

Pg. 9 
She’s probably thinking, “I really 
hope we see an owl tonight, but 

I know I need to be patient. 

Pg. 6 

This is the first time the girl has 
gone owling. She is being very quiet 

to show her dad how responsible 
she is. 

Pg. 11 

The little girl is very cold, but she 
is determined to show her father 

that she is old enough and 
responsible enough to go owling. 

Pg. 7 
Her father must be trying to find an 

owl by making owl sounds.  
Pg. 13 

I bet she’s thinking, “Even 
though I’m afraid and the 

shadows are scary, I want to 
show my Pa that I’m brave 

enough to go owling. Besides, I 
know that my Pa will take care 

of me. 

Pg. 9 

I’m thinking that the little girls 
brothers must be older and have 

already gone owling. They told her 
about it so she knows she has to be 

patient.  

Pg. 19 
 

The girl is probably thinking, 
“Wow, that’s not an echo, that’s 

a real owl answering Pa!” 

Pg. 13 

Wow, she must be determined to 
see an owl! She would even go into 
the woods, which are a little scary 

to her.  

Pg. 26 

I think the little girl is so amazed 
she can hardly believe what is 

happening. This is what she has 
been hoping for all night and 

how it’s happened! She must be 
so proud of herself.  

Pg. 19 
The sound they heard wasn’t an 

echo, it was really an owl answering 
her father! 

Pg. 29 

She’s probably thinking, “Even 
though I can talk now, I just want 
to be quiet and enjoy this special 

first night of owling with Pa.”  

Pg. 28 

The little girl must be so proud of 
herself! She was being very 

responsible and she got to see an 
owl! 

  



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why is the little girl so 

quiet and patient when she 
is owling with her father? 

Why does the little girl 
remind herself that she has 

to be brave when she is 
owling? 

Why do you think the little 
girl got to go owling for the 

first time? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea When you show that you are responsible, sometimes you get to do very special things. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Create an owling adventure. Stock the center with winter clothing and 
encourage children to act out the story.  
Writing Center: Have children draw a picture of a time they were determined to do 
something and then proud of what they did.  
Small Groups: Provide opportunities for shadow play with a flashlight or outside. Talk 
about how the moon made the shadows in the book, but the flashlight or sun are 
making the shadows now.  

 

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 


