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TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Rabbits and Raindrops 
Author: Jim Arnosky 

Tune-In Example 
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and loving 

interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest in the book? 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

“Here is a Bunny” 
I have a little bunny with ears so funny (bend 2 fingers on 
one hand) and here is his hole in the ground (make hole with 
other hand). When a noise he hears, he pricks up his ears 
(unbend fingers) and jumps into his hole in the ground (put 
fingers in hole made by other hand). 

“The name of this book is Rabbits and Raindrops. Look at the 
cover of the book. Here is a mother rabbit with her baby 
rabbits. They are in their nest, under these bushes (point to 
bushes). This is their home. I wonder if they are ready to 
leave their nest. Let’s read and find out.” 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and props.  3. 
Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English throughout the story 
whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions) 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell 
Think Alouds 

1 
Mother Rabbit, 

Hedge, Green Lawn 
 

Nest – a home for baby 
animals 

The mother rabbit and her babies are in 
their nest. A nest is a home for baby 
animals where their mommy can 
protect her babies. She can take care of 
them and keep them safe.  

3 Five Babies Climb  

If this is the first time these baby 
rabbits are climbing out of the nest, 
then that means that they have never 
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done this before. But now they are big 
enough to go outside. 

5,6 Mother Rabbit Hops  

The mother rabbit is going first so she 
can show her babies what to do. 
Remember, this is their first time 
leaving the nest and they don’t know 
what to do. She wants her babies to do 
what she is doing. She wants them to 
imitate, or copy, her. 

7 
Five Baby Rabbits, 

Lawn 
Hop Lawn - Grass 

Look here! (point to the baby rabbits) 
See the babies hopping out onto the 
lawn just like their mommy did. They 
imitated her, they copied her. 

9,10 
 

Blossoms, 
Grasshoppers, 
Spiders, Bees 

Nibble  

 
 
 
 

12 Sky, Raindrops   

Oh no, look at the dark sky! All of a 
sudden it started to rain– it was so fast. 
I wonder what they are going to do. 
They are going to get soaking wet! 

13,14 
Fur, Mother Rabbit, 
Hedge 

 
Waterproof – will not 

soak up water 
Soaked – very wet 

Look at Mother rabbit. She is trying to 
protect her babies, to keep them safe, 
from the rain. If they stay in the rain 
their fur will get soaking wet! 

16 Five Baby Rabbits  
Shelter- something that 
covers you and protects 

you  

Now they are back inside their nest. 
The bushes cover their heads and 
protect them from getting wet.  

20 
Others – Mouse, 
Bird 

  

Now this hummingbird and this little 
mouse will be protected, or kept safe, 
from the rain. 

22 Raindrops   

I am thinking that the baby rabbits are 
waiting for it to stop raining so they can 
go outside and play. 

24    

Look! The rain is falling on the turtle’s 
hard shell. I think the turtle’s shell will 
protect his body from getting soaked. 
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25 Rabbits, Lawn Hop  

This time the rabbits know what to do 
because they did this before. See they 
are hopping with their mother. She 
doesn’t have to show them how to hop 
onto the lawn. They can do it all by 
themselves. They are learning to be 
independent – to do things by 
themselves. 

27    

Look they are outside having fun again. 
This is not their first time. Remember 
the first time they went outside the 
nest and it started raining. But now the 
rain has stopped and it is sunny again. 

 

Summarize (after you read) 
How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 

 

• Say “We just read about baby rabbits going out with 
their mom for the first time. Let’s look back and see all 
of things that they did!” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book would be “Why did the mother 
rabbit want her babies to imitate her, or copy her?’ 

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting language 
(honor all attempts to communicate, in any language). 

Suggested Pages for 
Summarizing 
 
Pg.  1 
Pg. 6 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 16 
Pg. 27 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 

1. protect – to keep safe 
2. Imitate – to copy 
3. Independent – to do it by yourself 

 
 
 
 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 
What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book with children 
in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  
 
What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across languages? Below you 
will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools like Google Translate to help learn how 
to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom:  
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1. Imitate – Imitar (im-ee-tar) 
2. Protect – Proteger (pro-teh-hair) 
3. Independent – Indepediente (in-deh-pen-dee-en-tay) 

• What props or materials will you use?  

• Additional supports for this book:  

 Remember: 

• Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

• Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections). 

• You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book. 

 


