
 

 

Dictation Teaching Routine 
 
Routine:  

• Dictate the word.  
• Say, “What word?” Students chorally repeat the word.  
• Say, “Tap it.” Students segment the word orally. They might also tap their spelling 

boxes or use moveable tiles/counters.  
• Say, “Write it.” Students write the graphemes that represent each sound in the 

word. 
• Say, “Spell it.” Students spell the word aloud. You may have them write the word 

again in a space at the end of the line.  
• Say, “What word?” Students read the word they’ve written. 
• Provide corrective feedback if needed.  
• Repeat.  
• Dictate a few phrases and sentences. 

 
Teacher Tips: 

• Dictation can be used for assessment purposes, graded or ungraded. If you’re 
grading, students should have lots of support and practice with the patterns 
they’re being assessed on beforehand. Dictate a list of words to students to check 
that they have learned the taught pattern and can generalize it to a word they 
haven’t practiced in class that has the same pattern. 

• Handwriting paper lines can support students who are still learning letter 
formation. Include guided support for letter formation when needed.  

• Phrases and sentences are crucial during dictation to bolster transfer of decoding 
skills to connected text.  

 


