
 

 
 

GREET ME! 

 Begin the Day with a Morning Meeting 

 

Greetings & Good Morning Songs 

Routines and Rituals 

Explore what children have to say 

Extend conversations using supports 

Theme Connections 
  

 

 

 

 

Morning Message 

Enjoy Building Community!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Best Practices for Meaningful Morning Meetings  

 

 
Adapted from:  
Espinosa, L.M. 2015. Getting it Right for Young Children from Diverse Backgrounds.  New Jersey: PEARSON.  
Kriete, Roxann and Davis, Carol. The Morning Meeting Book. Center for Responsive Schools, 2014. 
 

 

 

Purpose: Morning Meetings support children to develop empathy and acceptance for each other; they bolster 
critical thinking and problem solving; and they promote self-expression and language development. 

 

Acronym What?  What does it look like?  

G Greetings & Good Morning 
Songs 

-Sing a greeting song that includes children’s names  
-Rotate the language of good morning song, or sing an additional song in 
another language  
-Sing culturally responsive and preserving songs 
-Say hello in languages of the children in the classroom 
-Create visual options of greetings and allow children to choose 

R Routines and Rituals Make children comfortable and enable them to know what is coming: 
-Review visual schedule 
-Other examples: Classroom helpers, feelings song 

E Explore what children have to 
say 

Teachers ask questions that invite children to share about themselves. 
Children are encouraged to express their thoughts, feelings, and 
experiences in English or in their first language.   

E Extend conversations using 
support 

Teachers engage children as conversational partners using TALK and 
other strategies, and use additional supports, such as gestures, props, 
visuals, and cross-language connections. Children have opportunities to 
be conversational partners with one another. 

T Theme Connections Children reflect on what they’ve learned, hear vocabulary tied to the 
book and lessons, and engage in brief activities to practice new skills 
through games and songs.  
-Make active connections between languages and core vocabulary  
-Might engage in a brief, lively activity that connects to the theme and 
fosters group cohesion and helps children practice social and academic 
skills (for example, reciting a poem, making a graph, dancing, singing, or 
playing a game) 

   

M Morning Message An intentional, brief verbal or written statement connected to the topic 
or theme. It serves to set the purpose of the lesson, clarify expectations, 
and reinforce learning, often by making connections between the first 
language and English 
 
- Provides another way for children to process the vocabulary that is 
central to understanding the day’s lesson.   
-Pre-teach message in first language, when possible, to support concept 
development 

E Enjoy Building Classroom 
Community! 

All of these experiences set the tone for the day, prepare children for 
learning, and contribute to establishing a caring, empathetic classroom 
community. Problem solve, address concerns, play games, facilitate ways 
for children to share and learn about one another (show & tell, etc.) 



 

Dive deeper into Morning Meetings with these Resources 
 

o The Morning Meeting Book (Responsive Classroom) by Roxann Kriete and Carole Davis 

o Class Meetings: Young Children Solving Problems Together by Emily Vance 

o I Love You Rituals by Becky A. Bailey, PH.D. 

o Rituales Amorosos por Dra. Becky A. Bailey (Spanish) 

Additional Tips for Meaningful Morning Meetings with Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 

 
o Keep it short –Children, especially DLLs, will lose interest quickly if they cannot follow or keep up 

o Be intentional about using supports such as visuals, gestures, first language, and cross-language 

connections 

o Break it up – have child talk to partner and then discuss in group rather than always having to answer in 

front of large group 

o Make it a point to include first language in the morning meeting time. You are setting the tone for the day 

and using first language sends a message: You are welcome here! Your language and culture matter! 

Some Tried and True Morning Meeting Ideas for DLLs 
 

o Culturally Responsive & Preserving Songs:  

o ¡Pío Peep! Rimas tradicionales en español/Traditional Spanish Nursery Rhymes selected by Alma 

Flor Ada & F.Isabel Campoy 

o Mama Lisa’s World (mamalisa.com): International Music and Culture 

o Putumayo Kids has a collection of World Playground Songs (Latin Playground, African Playground, 

etc.) 

o Create a chart with visuals of favorite songs or different ways to greet one another and encourage 

children to choose. Consider having some non-verbal options of greeting such as a high five or wave. 

     
o Post greetings in the first languages of your children phonetically somewhere near your gathering area (or 

make a greeting book with photographs of the children) to support your pronunciation

    

 


