
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  
Look What I Found in the Woods
National Geographic Little Kids First Big Book of the Rain Forest

Focus Words:

Protect/proteger (proh-teh-hehr): to keep safe/dar seguridad o cuidar de algo o alguien para que no le pase nada

Brave/valiente (bah-lyehn-teh): doing something even when it is new, hard, or when you are feeling scared/alguien que hace algo aún cuando es nuevo, difícil o 
cuando tienes miedo de hacerlo

Frighten/espantar (ehs-pahn-tahr): to scare/asustar a alguien

Mighty/fuerte (fwehr-teh): strong/fuerte

Main Idea: We all must stand up and take care of nature, our friends, and our Earth.

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Initiate a conversation with your child about bravery. Tell them about a time that you were brave. Tell them also about a time when you noticed them being brave!
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Be creative! 
Create your own 

connected activities.

Morning Meeting/
Shared Writing/SEL:

Children can discuss times when they 
have been brave and talk about what we can 

do together to help make the classroom a brave 
space for everyone to try and do things even 

when they are new or feel hard. 

Write down their ideas and together make a “Brave 
Space Poster” and invite the children to illustrate 

their ideas. 

Across the year encourage the children go 
to the “Brave Space Poster” to ask for 

or offer ways to help encourage 
others in our brave 

classroom.

Morning Meeting:

Show the children some of 
the things we get from the rain 

forest that cause trees to get cut 
down. Think of ways we can protect 
the trees by taking care of, reusing, 
or using less of certain things (e.g. 

paper, furniture, palm oil).Outside:

Explore nature around the 
school and in the areas where 
we play. Think about ways we 

can celebrate and protect 
nature in the spaces we 

join it every day.

Family Connection:

Challenge children to take 
their families on a walk around 
their community. Notice ways 

that we can care for nature in our 
community. Take a picture of 
one thing your family does to 

be kind to the Earth.

Zonia’s Rain Forest 
by Juana Martinez-Neal

Art:

Use playdough, paper and paint, or 
other art materials to create some of 

the animals that live in/on the mighty rain 
forest trees. Invite the children to create a 
mural or diorama or another 3-dimensional 
representation of the rain forest. Place the 
animals you created on the mural or in the 

display as a visual reminder of why we 
want to protect the trees and all of the 

animals who call the rain forest 
home.

Emergent Writing:

Invite children to illustrate 
pictures of ways they want 

to protect the Earth and the 
living and non-living things in it. 
Either transcribe their words or 

encourage them to write it 
themselves. Create a class 

book or display.


