
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more 
beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves 

and others? How can we use music to change the world? 

Focus Words: 
Music/música (moo-see-kah) 
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs) 
Love/amor (ah-mohr) 
Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah) 
Feelings/sentimientos (sehn-tee-me-N-tohs) 
Instrument/instrumento (eens-troo-mehn-toh) 
Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh) 
High/alto (ahl-toh) 
Low/bajo (bah-hoh) 
 

What changes will you make to the environment?  
Add photos low on the classroom walls of different instruments to promote conversations. 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 
 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler_  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 
• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 
• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  
• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  
• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Music/música (MEW-see-kah)  

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 
• Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share these instruments and music 

with your class. Could they come in or send a video and share the song or instrument? Or, can they send you a link to a favorite song? 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Infant/Young Toddler               Theme:_______________                                 Week of: _______________ 

Music and Movement: 
Have a variety of child-friendly 

instruments for children to play with. As 
they explore them and make music with 
them, narrate what they are doing with 
the variety of different instruments (I.e. 
you are banging on that big drum. It is 
making a loud sound!; that xylophone 
makes a high pitch when you hit the 

smallest bar!) 

Music and Movement: 
Have a class dance party to move to 
different types of music. Encourage 

children to see themselves reflected in 
the mirror and narrate how children 

move and the music that they are making 
with their bodies! 

Morning Meeting:  
Bring in different instruments 

and introduce them to the 
children. 

Family Connection:  
Ask families to send in a song that they sing to 

their baby or one that they love to listen to 
together. Make a playlist for the classroom 
either with the recordings of the songs that 

families make and share OR with other 
recordings of those songs with different 

instrumentation. Play throughout the day and 
talk about how music can help us feel and be 

together with people we love and who love us!  

Circle Time/ Throughout the 
Week: 

Listen to different types of 
music and talk about what you 

hear, what instruments they 
might be playing, and how the 

music makes you feel and 
want to move. 

Social/Emotional: 
Invite children to come to the display in 

the classroom of their family and 
people who love them and who they 
love. Invite them to sing a song to the 

pictures of the people that they love or 
play a concert for the pictures! Then, 
invite them to do it again when the 

family members come to pick them up! 

Focus Books:  
Love Me Tender  
by Elvis Presley 

   &                                          
Hello, World! Music!                           

by Jill McDonald   

 
Be creative! Create 

your own connected 
activities 


