COX Campus

Read Right from the Start

START Read Planning Template

For use with sophisticated storybooks: books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: (Tune: Row, Row, Row Your Boat)
Roll, roll, roll your dough/Smoothly as can be/Roll it till it's good and round/Then add something yummy!

Story Title: Too Many Tamales

State: 1st: Events

her cousins. They are looking at a big
plate, full of tamales. Atamaleis a
kind of food that some families make
for special times and holidays, like
Christmas. Look at their faces! |
wonder if Maria and her cousins are
going to eat all those tamales! Let’s
read and find out.

Purpose of Read: This is Maria and

Author: Gary Soto

State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings

Purpose of Read: Remember the first

time we read this story; Maria tried on
her mother’s ring when she was
kneading the masa dough. She thought
it came off while she was kneading and
got cooked into one of the tamales.
After they ate them all, she was worried

her little cousin had swallowed the ring. |

wonder how Maria felt when she
thought that her little cousin had
swallowed the ring and she had to tell
her mother? Let’s read and find out.

State: 3rd: Children Retell Story

Purpose of Read: Now that you know this story

so well, | would like for you to help tell the story.
I’'m wondering if it would have been better if
Maria had told her mother about the ring when
she remembered about it, instead of asking her
cousins to eat all the tamales to try to find it.
Let’s read and find out.

Main Idea: It is always better to be honest and tell the truth. Trying to hide the truth causes more problems.

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words)

Pg.# Point Act Tell
Pg. 1 Dusk — the beginning of nighttime
Pe. 23 Maria, mother, apron kneaded Masa-sticky dough made from corn flour
8- 4,
pg.7 | Ring
.y Father, steam, husks Kneading Disappear-you can’t see
& Reappear-you can see it again
Pg. 9 Father, steam, husks Spread, plopping Husks-the outside of the ears of corn that you can’t eat
Pg.10 Family, presents
Pg. 13 screamed
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Pg. 14 platter Platter- a big plate

Pg. 15 Piped up — said something

Pg. 20 Frowned, held stomach

Pg. 25 Confess — to say that you did something
Pg. 30 laughed

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use during your reads and
throughout the day. Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”:

1. Truth — what really happened

2. Ashamed- feeling bad because you did something that you were not supposed to do

3. Miserable — feeling really bad

4. Tradition — something that has been done for a long time

5. Celebrate — to do something special for a special reason, like a birthday or holiday
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Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes
and place on the back cover and inside your book. Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape
these notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note.

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2"d Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds
Itis a tradition in I think that Maria must feel so grown choose 2 f-ew bl Of-t-he
Maria’s family to make . ) _ g book that include significant
up. She is helping her family get ready i events.
Pg. 3 tamales every year, and Pg.3 . .
. to celebrate Christmas by making the
Maria is old enough Use the following scaffolds to
tamales. -
now to help. elicit responses from the
Oh no! Maria is thinking that the ring | childrenin your class:
must be inside one of the tamales! What's h ing here?
. . . . nin re:s
Oh no! Maria realizes She needs to find the ring so that her at's happening here
Pg. 13 | that the ringis not on Pg.13 mother won’t know that she was How does
her thumb anymore! wearing it. Maria doesn’t want to get feel/think about that?
in trouble for wearing the ring
without asking! Support the children in your
. . Maria is worried. She is probably class and verbally prompt
The last time that Maria . o .
had the rine. she was thinking, “Oh, no, this is terrible. them to use vocabulary
. & Danny has swallowed mother’s ring. previously modeled in the
kneading the masa. So, . 15t & 2" Reads
. . That is very dangerous. He could get :
she thinks that the ring hurt and it’s all my fault because |
Pg. 14 | fell off in the dough and Pg. 20 . / Insert pages # below to
. made him eat the tamales to try to .
got cooked into a ) . - review.
find the ring. | didn’t want to tell Pe 1
tamale! Now they must 8.
mother the truth, but | have to tell Po. 3
eat all the tamales to g
. ) her now because Danny has Pg.
find the ring! .
swallowed the ring. Pg.
Maria thinks that her Pg.
little cousin has Pg.
swallowed her mother’s Pe.
ring. This could make .
. . o | bet Maria feels ashamed, she knows
him really sick. Maria is . .
. . she did something wrong and she
worried. It is her fault . e
that he swallowed the feels bad about it. | bet she is thinking
Pg. 20 . . Pg. 22 that she should have told her mother
ring because instead of L
. the truth about the ring right away,
telling her mother the . . .
. instead of making her cousins eat all
truth about the ring, the tamales
Maria asked her cousins '
to help her eat all the
tamales to try to find
the ring.
So, the ring didn’t get . .
" c & Pg. 25 Maria must feel so surprised to see
Pg. 25 put inside one of the . e
the ring on her mother’s finger!
tamales! | bet when
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Maria’s mother took the
bowl from her, she saw
the ring in the bowl and

took it out.

Maria is thinking, “Aunt Rosa is joking
I’m thinking that after with me to help me feel better.
eating that whole Mother’s ring isn’t lost. And Danny

platter full of tamales, didn’t really swallow the ring, so he is

Pg. 29 Pg. 30
& they still feel miserable & going to be OK. Our family can still
and don’t want to eat have a good time together. | have
anything else. learned my lesson that it is always

best to tell the truth.”

Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated before
reading.

Ask: 15t Read Ask: 2" Read Ask: 3 Read

How did Maria feel when she Why would it have been better
went to tell her mother that she | if Maria had told her mother
thought Danny had swallowed
the ring? Why?

Why did Maria and her cousins
eat all of the tamales?
about the ring when Maria first

realized it was missing?

Scaffold children’s responses by:
e Restating their responses in a more complex sentence
Respond e Using proper grammar & syntax
e Modeling rich vocabulary
e Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads)

Main Idea | Itis always better to be honest and tell the truth. Trying to hide the truth causes more problems.

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).

For Example: Dramatic Play: Set up your dramatic play area with holiday props from many different cultures
(menorah, wreaths, pretend candles, lights, etc.) and allow your students to demonstrate their own family’s
traditions in play. Writing Center: Have your students write about the traditions that their family has for any
holiday. Social Studies: Provide your students with books about celebrations around the world. Share these non-
fiction texts with them at a variety of times throughout the week.

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted.
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus.

Supports e Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to the first read?
for Dual e When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?
Language e Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?
Learners .
e How do you say these focus words in the home language?
e Props:
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