
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
How Kind
Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh)
Kind/amable (ah-mah-blay)
Thank you/gracias (grah-syahs)
Lovely/encantador (ehng-kahn-tah-dohr)
Give; Gave/dar (dahr)

Let’s be Kind
Play/jugar (hoo-gahr)
Manners/modales (moh-dah-lehs)
Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of something or someone/cuidar de algo o de alguien
Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to others/dar nuestras cosas a otros
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): doing things with others/hacer cosas con otros 

Inquiry Questions:  How can we take care of ourselves and each other? 
What does it mean to show kindness?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Read a favorite children’s story in your first language. Talk with your child about the kindness the characters show to one another. Respond to and build on all 
the ways your child communicates (pointing, babbling, etc.).
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Art:

Create a class 
painting together (teaching 

how to share materials). Place 
a large paper on the wall or 

floor, have plates of paint for 
the children to use. Notice the 

children sharing together. 
Tell the children their 

painting is lovely.

Dramatic Play:

As you play in the dramatic 
play area, ask the children to pass 

you things and thank them for being 
kind and helping or sharing. Notice 
when things are together: “Look, we 
are playing together. Look the spoon 

and the bowl are together. What 
are some other things that go 

together?”

Floor Play:

Place some toys on the floor 
to share. Use planned sharing by 

having only one of each. Explain that 
today we are going to share the toys 
and be kind. Have the children play 
with the toys and when they put it 

down and another child picks it 
up, thank them for sharing 

and being kind.

Meal Time:

Bring a special snack to share 
with friends. While passing out the 

snack, emphasize that we are sharing: 
“I am noticing that we are sharing a snack 
(Child’s name) has some crackers, (Another 

child’s name) has some crackers…” 

Encourage the children to use their 
manners and say thank you and you’re 
welcome in their first language when 

passing out snack.

Social Emotional:

During “Morning Meeting” or 
“Circle Time” have a puppet show 

about being kind. Pretend the puppet 
is crying and help the puppet with the 

problem.

Have the puppet thank you for being 
kind.

 

Family Connection:

Share a book together with 
your child. Talk about what is 

on each page with your child and 
respond to and build on all the 

ways they communicate (pointing, 
babbling, etc.).

How Kind 
by Mary Murphy

&
Let’s Be Kind

by Ekatrina Trukhan


