
Centering families, their cultures, 
stories, and languages in our classroom

Collect recyclable or reusable materials to 
create art together! Use them whenever, 
but especially use them to make art about/
during times when we are having big feelings 
or challenging experiences. Art, music, and 
movement support our social and emotional 
development.

Plant a bean or a variety of seeds in a cup, 
a container or outdoor garden. Observe the 
changes in the seeds over time. As you work 
together to care for the plant, talk about 
what the plant needs and what you will 
need to do to help it grow and thrive.  Share 
photos of your growing seeds with the class.

Share Connections in the Classroom

Connect Together

What are ways your family works with others in the 
community to improve the community and make 
things better? What are some things you all wish 
others would join you in doing to 
improve our community?” 
Share your ideas so we 
can connect with 
other organizations 
who are helping 
in these ways 
and so we can 
plan activities 
with other 
families to 
improve our 
community 
together.

Visit a garden with your family or friends from 
school. Notice and talk about what is beginning 
to grow. See, touch, smell, and describe the 
spectacular variety of flowers, plants, and trees. 
Observe a plant/flower carefully with a magnifying 
glass and together draw a picture of all the 
surprising details. What does the texture of the 
bark, leaves, etc. feel like? Celebrate how magical 
nature is to create beautiful patterns all around us.

Family-teacher partnerships help both teachers and families learn and grow so that together 
they can help foster children’s healthy development.  The activities below are ideas to 
engage with families in your class and share your cultures, stories, and language.

March or April (1 of 2)

Connection to Themes: 
Nature, Animals, Plants, Living things, Insects, 
Life Cycles, Ecology 

How does the world word? 
How can we take care of Earth’s living 
and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?

Make a list of things you like to do as a family 
to bring joy and take care of yourselves, your 
bodies, and your minds. How do we and can 
we take care of ourselves and each other to 
find solutions when we have problems? Talk 
together about ways we can pay attention to 
what our body needs and ways we can help 
ourselves and each other reflect and relax. If 
possible, share your ideas with other families 
in the classroom. We all benefit from sharing 
ideas and resources with each other!



Connect Together
Share, learn, and connect with each other and 
our amazing world. Carry your child or hold 
hands and go together on a nature walk. Use 
your senses and notice the environment. Have 
conversations about every noise and all that you 
observe together. Tell children or talk together 
in your first language about what they see, hear, 
smell, and feel (the temperature and weather) on 
the walk. Notice ways that we can care for nature 
in our community. Take a picture of one thing 

your family does to be kind 
to the Earth. Please 

share your photo 
with the class, 

so that we can 
learn from 
each other 
about 
different 
ways to 
be kind to 
the Earth.

Centering families, their cultures, 
stories, and languages in our classroom

Send in a picture of nature where your family 
is from. We will post these pictures on the wall 
and encourage children to observe, describe, 
and discuss these photographs together. At 
home, you can also observe and discuss with 
your child the amazing wonder of nature and 
the different environments of the Earth.

Do you have a pet? Share a picture of a pet 
or pet that your child is connected to (if not 
pet is in the home, the pet of a friend or 
neighbor who the child spends time with). 
Use words to describe things we admire 
about the unique pets in discussions with our 
conversational partners. 

Share Connections in the Classroom

March or April (2 of 2)

Family-teacher partnerships help both teachers and families learn and grow so that together 
they can help foster children’s healthy development.  The activities below are ideas to 
engage with families in your class and share your cultures, stories, and language.

Talk together with your child about the lessons 
we learn from nature. 
‘I learned _____ from ______.’ 
Across the week, reflect about the lessons 
nature teaches us when we pay attention.

Connection to Themes: 
Nature, Animals, Plants, Living things, Insects, 
Life Cycles, Ecology 

How does the world word? 
How can we take care of Earth’s living 
and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?


