
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: The Mittens on my Hands (to the Wheels on 
the Bus) The mittens on my hands keep me warm, keep me warm, keep me warm. The mittens on my hands keep me 
warm, all winter long! 

Story Title: The Mitten                                                                 Author: Jan Brett 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: Here is a mitten 
lying on the snow-covered ground.  It 
looks like it’s very cold outside.  I 
wonder why the animals are looking at 
that mitten. Let’s read and find out. 
 

Purpose of Read: Remember, in this 
story when Nicki dropped his mitten, 
the animals wanted to get inside to 
keep warm, but more and more 
animals kept squeezing inside and it 
was getting too crowded. I wonder 
how those animals felt about the other 
animals getting inside the mitten with 
them? Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember, in this 
story the animals want to all get 
inside the mitten to keep warm, but 
it’s too crowded in there. Now that 
you know this story so well, I would 
like for you to help tell the story. I 
wonder why all those animals were so 
determined to get inside that mitten. 
Let’s read again and find out. 

Main Idea: People and animals need to stay warm and comfortable when it’s cold outside. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 
Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 2 Nicki  
Mittens- things you wear on your hands to keep 
them warm when it is cold outside 
Wool– the fuzzy covering on a sheep 

Pg. 3 Grandmother, knitting   Knit- use special needles and yarn to make clothing 

Pg. 5   Safe and sound- all right, okay 

Pg. 6 Mitten dropped in snow   

Pg. 7 Mole  
Mole- a small animal that lives mostly underground 
Tunneling- making underground paths 
Burrowed- dug in 

Pg. 9 Rabbit Wiggled 
Admire- notice that something is special or nice 
Kickers- rabbit’s back feet 

Pg. 11 Hedgehog, prickles Snuffling, jostled Prickles- sharp things that can stick in your skin 

Pg. 13 Owl, talons Swooped, grumbled 
Commotion- movement 
Glinty- shiny 

Pg. 15 Badger  

Appeared- you could see it 
Eyed-looked at 
Not pleased-not happy 
Diggers-sharp claws used for digging 

Pg. 18 Fox  

Snug-cozy and warm 
Waft of warm steam-warm air that looks like 
smoke 
Investigate-look closely at something 
Muzzle-nose 
Drowsy-sleepy 

Pg. 19 Bear Lumbered Great-very large 



 

 

Spied- saw 
Plumped up- looking fat 

Pg. 20  
Swelled and stretched, 

bulged 
Held fast- didn’t break or tear 

Pg. 21 Mouse on bear’s nose 
No bigger than an acorn, 

wriggled 
Acorn- the seed from an oak tree 

Pg. 24  
Scattered in all 

directions 

Whiskers-hairs on the mouse’s nose 
Enormous-really big 
Scattered in all directions-went everywhere 

Pg. 26 Nicki, mitten   

Pg. 28 Baba’s face   

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 

1. Crowded – not much room 
2. Difficult – not easy to do 
3. Protect – to keep something from being hurt or harmed 
4. Annoyed- to be bothered by 
5. Determined- going to do something no matter what 

 



 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 
and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 
notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 2 

I’m thinking that Nicki needs to 
wear mittens to protect his hands 
from the cold snow. It looks like 

this lady (point to grandmother) is 
going to make his new mittens. 

Pg. 4 

Grandma’s probably thinking, “Nicki 
really wants white mittens, so even 

though they may be hard to find if he 
drops them in the snow, I will make 

white ones for him.” 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 2 
Pg. 4 
Pg. 6 
Pg. 8 
Pg. 9 
Pg. 10 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 18 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 20 
Pg. 22 
Pg. 24 
Pg. 26 
Pg. 27 
Pg. 29 

Pg. 6 

I noticed that Nicki put his 
mittens under his belt so he could 

climb the tree.  You need to be 
able to get a good grip on the tree 

in order to climb it and he 
couldn’t do that with his mittens 
on.  He doesn’t even realize that 

one of the mittens fell down. 

Pg. 9 

The rabbit is thinking, “That looks like 
a nice warm place to be.  I want to get 

inside there.” The mole must be 
thinking, “This mitten was just the 
right size for me. I don’t want this 

rabbit in here, but I better move over 
and let him in before he kicks me with 

his big feet.” 
 

Pg. 8 

Look, here is a picture of a mole 
on this page, and now a mole has 
climbed inside the mitten.  (point 

to rabbit on p. 8)  I wonder if a 
rabbit will try to get inside of the 

mitten now? 

Pg. 11 

The rabbit and the mole are probably 
thinking that even though this prickly 
hedgehog has moved into the mitten, 
at least they are warm in there.  They 

are annoyed by the hedgehog, but 
they are determined to stay inside 

the mitten to keep warm. 

Pg. 10 

(point to Nicki in border)  Nicki is 
still so busy playing he hasn’t 

even thought about his mittens 
yet.  He still doesn’t know one is 
missing.  And look at this animal.  
I wonder what that is.  I bet it will 

try to get inside the mitten! 

Pg. 13 

Mole, rabbit, and hedgehog are 
probably thinking that it is already too 

crowded in the mitten.  They are 
annoyed that owl wants to move in, 

but they let him because they’re 
afraid of his talons.  Owls are 

predators and they eat animals like 
moles, rabbits and hedgehogs. They 
are determined to stay in the mitten 
to keep warm though, even if an owl 

is in there too. 

Pg. 11 

(border pictures)  Oh, so that 
animal we saw here is a 

hedgehog.  And it did get inside 
the mitten just as I predicted!  I 
notice an owl is in these border 

pictures now.  It will probably be 
the next animal to try to get 

inside the mitten. I’m thinking 
that these animals want to get 

inside the mitten so they can be 
cozy and warm, but there’s a 

problem because the mitten is 
small and it’s very crowded in 

there. 

Pg. 15 
 

Mole, rabbit and hedgehog were 
annoyed that the badger wanted to 
move into the mitten.  It was already 

too crowded. 



 

 

 

Pg. 13 

I see that Nicki still hasn’t noticed 
that he lost a mitten.  I wonder 

what this animal is (point to 
badger in tree) and if it will try to 

get inside the mitten.    

Pg. 18 

The animals inside the mitten are nice 
and warm, and they are determined 

to stay inside there.  The fox wants in 
because he wants to get warm too. 

They are afraid to tell the fox he can’t 
get in even though it’s already so 

crowded. 

Pg. 15 

Oh, no, it looks like a fox might be 
the next animal to get inside the 
mitten.  But it’s so crowded in 

there, and a fox is pretty large. I 
don’t think it can fit inside the 
mitten. Let’s turn the page and 

find out. 

Pg. 19 

The animals squeezed inside the 
mitten are so nice and warm. They 

probably don’t think the bear will be 
able to fit because he’s so big, but 
they don’t want to tell him he can’t 

try to get in. They don’t want to make 
him angry. 

Pg. 18 

Oh, my goodness! All of these 
animals have crowded into that 

little mitten—mole, rabbit, 
hedgehog, owl, badger, and fox.  
It must be all stretched out.  And 
now it looks like a huge bear is 

coming! 

Pg. 22 

Look at the animals all squeezed 
together inside the mitten. I bet 

they’re all thinking it’s too crowded, 
but at least it is nice and warm.  They 

are determined to stay in there to 
keep warm from the cold snow. Look 
at Nicki’s face. He’s probably thinking, 

“Oh, no, I’ve lost one of the brand 
new mittens that Baba knitted for 

me.” 

Pg. 20 

Now it looks like a little mouse is 
coming. It is going to be difficult 
for him to fit in the mitten with 

the other animals! 

Pg. 24 

Nicki’s probably thinking, “I really 
need to find that mitten.  Baba’s going 
to look to see if I have both of them 

when I get home.” 

Pg. 22 
(point to picture in border) Nicki 
sees that he has only one mitten! 

Pg. 27 
Look at Nicki’s face.  I bet he is so 

glad that he found the mitten. 

Pg. 24 
(border pictures)  Nicki is looking 

for the other mitten. 
Pg. 29 

Look at Baba’s face.  She looks 
confused. She doesn’t know why that 
mitten is so large and stretched out.  

Nicki doesn’t know why either 
because he didn’t see the animals get 
inside it!  I guess they will never know 
what happened to that mitten.  But at 

least he didn’t lose it! 

Pg. 26 
Remember, the bear sneezed so 
hard that the force of it shot the 

mitten up into the sky. 
  

Pg. 29 

So, Nicki brought back both of his 
mittens, but look at how big that 
mitten is because all the animals 
had crowded into it.   It really got 

stretched out. 

  



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why did the animals think 

it was a good idea to go 
inside the mitten? 

How did the animals feel 
about other animals getting 

inside the mitten with 
them? 

Why were all of those 
animals so determined to 
get inside the mitten and 

stay there? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea People and animals need to stay warm and comfortable when it’s cold outside. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Provide children with cold weather dress up clothes. Investigate which clothing 
items keep which parts of their bodies warm.  
Art Center: Have large mittens drawn on paper in the art center. Allow your students to draw as 
many items as they can into the mitten, making it very crowded. They can then label the items 
in their mitten during small group writing.  
Math Small Groups: Provide children with mittens and animal figurines. Allow the children to 
stuff as many animals as they can inside a mitten. Then take the animals out and count them. 
How many could they fit?  

 
 

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 


