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Planning for the No Shhh Zone 
 

With intentional planning, you can transform your 
classroom into a language-rich No Shhh Zone. 

 

Your Classroom  
All areas in your classroom have the potential to be part of 
a language-rich environment. Include environmental print 
that can spark conversations. Place items in centers that 
will encourage children to interact with each other and have 
meaningful conversations. It’s important to have writing 
materials at each center so children can develop their early 
writing skills as well. 
 

 
Your Lesson Plans 

Think of ways to incorporate language into all parts of the 
day. This includes: 
 

• Morning meeting 

• Introduction to centers 

• Centers 

• Small group 

• Large group 

• Recess 

• Meal time 

• Transitions 

• Closing time 
 
 

 
 

Sample Plan 

This sample plan shows a teacher who has thought through 
how to bring the No Shhh Zone into a transition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This teacher did three important things: 

 
1. She recognized that transitions are significant. She knew 

they have potential to be part of a language-rich day. 
 

2. She planned for specific target vocabulary. 
 

3. She wrote out what she would say. Once she was doing 
the actual activity, she was less likely to forget what she 
wanted to push-in. 
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