
Instructional Language Teaching Tips

Before introducing and modeling early literacy activities, be intentional in teaching 

instructional vocabulary. We do not want to assume that some children come to school 

already understanding this vocabulary. 

Together and Separate
•	 Use links or blocks that connect to demonstrate and explain the concepts of together and 

separate.  

First, Last, Middle 
•	 Introduce this concept using children in line.

•	 Use blocks, trains or cars to explain the concept.

•	 Reinforce the concept using storybooks.

Lips, Teeth, Tongue, Nose, Throat
•	 Use baby dolls, potato head toys, printed photos or mirrors to practice identifying parts 

of the face.

Same, Different, Similar 
•	 Gather a set of three to four objects that include two identical objects. Have children find 

two that are the same; use the same activity and have the child find two objects that are 

different.   

•	 Use objects and pictures to explain the concept of similar (ex: counting bears that are the 

same color, but not the same size). 

•	 Once children understand the concept of same, different and similar, begin introducing 

words that are the same and different (cat, cat, vs. cat, dog) before moving to individual 

sounds. 
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Up, Down, Across, Slant, Around, Curve 
•	 Begin teaching handwriting/ letter formation by having children make marks on a page or 

in shaving cream, sand or other sensory materials.  

Top, Bottom 
•	 Use children’s bodies to teach these concepts (Ex: Our head is at the top of our body; our 

feet are at the bottom).

•	 Reinforce the concept as children build block towers or play with stuffed animals.

Left, Right  
•	 See suggestions for first, last, middle. 

Third, Second 
•	 See suggestions for first, last, middle.

Before, After 
•	 Practice these terms as children line up for recess or lunch. 

•	 Deepen understanding of the concept using a visual classroom schedule. 

Part, Whole, All, Some 
•	 Use food to teach these concepts (Ex: You ate your whole sandwich. You only ate some of 

your chicken nuggets. Did you get enough to eat?).


