
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Tree
Gather/reunir (rreyoo-neer): to come together/juntar 
Change/cambiar (kahm-byahr): to make something different/hacer que algo sea diferente
Appear/aparecer (ah-pah-reh-sehr): to show up/dejarse ver 
Grow/crecer (kreh-sehr): to get bigger/hacerse más grande 

Trees: A Count and Find Primer 
Count/contar (kohn-tahr)
Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): not the same/algo que no es lo mismo o igual a otra cosa
Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-dahd): many different kinds of one thing/muchos tipos diferentes de una cosa
Explore/explorer (ehks-ploh-rahr): to look around carefully and see what we can learn and discover/mirar a nuestro alrededor cuidadosamente a ver qué podemos 
aprender y descubrir

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How are living things connected to each other and to 
the earth?  What do all living things need?  How and why do they change and grow?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Spend time together with your child observing the trees in your community, how they change and grow, and the animals and insects that appear when you look 
closely. Share these observations with the class by sending in pictures, stories or collections (leaves, acorns, etc.). 
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Dramatic Play:

Retell Tree by Teckentrop 
using a variety of felt animals. 
Pretend to hide them on the 
felt trees. Have trees from 
different seasons. (Additional 

vocabulary to explore: 
Spring, Autumn, Winter, 

Summer)

Math:

Count trees you can 
see from your classroom 

window or on the 
playground.

Morning Meeting/
Individual Conversations:

“Tell me about the trees in 
your neighborhood or the 

different trees you see on the 
way to school. What animals 

hide out in your trees?”

Art:

Cut out a variety of different 
animals from magazines and 

arrange them in paper trees. Add a 
variety of art materials for your 

children to use as they make 
their own trees.

Writing:

Draw and write a story 
about animals that live in 

the tree during the summer. 
(Teacher can scribe the 

children’s story and support 
children as they write 

and draw.)

Sensory:

Fill the sensory bin with 
leaves, pine cones, and acorns. 

Hide paper birds or soft toy birds, a 
fox and other animals in the leaves, 
pine cones, and acorns. Invite the 

children to explore, find, and 
count the variety of materials 

and animals in the bin.

Family Connection:

Together with your child observe 
the trees in your community, how 

they change and grow, and the animals 
and insects that appear when you look 

closely. Draw a picture or make illustrated 
observation notes of the trees and the living 

things you saw who make their homes or 
gather their food in these trees. Count 

how many living things you see.

Tree
by Britta Teckentrup

&
Trees: A Count and Find Primer 

by Greg Paprocki


