
TIPS Fidelity Form

Site/School
Teacher
Age Level
Date
Duration of Visit
Observer
Activity Description 
(e.g., center, materials, 
target vocabulary)
Individual or Group size

Type of Read (Circle One):  Meaning / Rhythm / Rhyme

Indicator

TUNE-IN Chooses a book that is appropriate 
for age/interests of the child/children 
(knowledgeable guide) or allows the 
child to choose a book (interested 
follower) and responds appropriately
Reads books individually or in small 
groups (Older toddlers could be in 
large groups)
Captures the child’s attention by 
singing a favorite song, rhyme,
fingerplay or commenting on a child’s
interest in a book

INTRODUCE
THE BOOK

Calls attention to the cover of the 
book and states the title
Uses the cover illustration to capture 
interest, tell what the book is about, 
and set the purpose for reading
Makes a connection between the 
book and the child’s world at school 
or home

PROMOTE
LANGUAGE

ALL Types of Reads: Stays tuned in 
and is responsive to child/children 
during read (e.g. connects story to 
child’s  interests, doesn’t continue 
read if the children lose interest)

Present/
Not Present Notes
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Meaning Read

Rhyme Read

Uses think-alouds to describe events 
in the story
Uses think-alouds to explain
characters’ thoughts and feelings
Uses think-alouds to make
connections both within the story
and to the child’s world
Uses additional vocabulary
(example: pushing in language not
included in the text)
• Infant/Young Toddlers: Tier 1 and  
 Tier 2 words
• Older Toddlers: Tier 2 words
Uses the PAT strategy to teach
important words from the book
• Points to the pictures while saying  
 the words in the story
• Acts out words in the story with  
 gestures, facial expressions, or   
 voices
• Tells the meaning of words in the  
 story

Use voice inflection to emphasize
rhyme
Pauses on each page to point out
and repeat rhyming words
Adds in other rhyming words
and/or, for older toddlers, asks
children to come up with some
Rhythm Read
Reads the book without pauses or
stopping to explain words
Sings the book/reads in rhythmic
way
Adds movement:
(Example: dances to beat or claps
hands )
Invites children to join in by
dancing clapping or stomping the
beat
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SUMMARIZE For all types of reads: While
summarizing, stays tuned in and is
responsive to child’s attempts to
communicate by acknowledging
child’s responses
Meaning Read
After reading, summarizes the
book by flipping back to previous 
illustrations in order to restate the
main idea and highlight key
vocabulary
Questions
• Infant/Young Toddler: Asks simple  
 questions about events,
 character’s actions, or feelings
• Older Toddler: Asks closed and
 open questions about events,
 characters’ actions, or feelings   
 (ex. why did a character feel sad?)
After asking questions, responds
to child’s attempts to communicate 
by acknowledging child’s response
Responds to child’s attempts to
communicate by restating and
expanding what the child says
using well-formed sentences
Responds to child’s attempts to
communicate by using:
• Infant/Young Toddler: tier 1 and
 tier 2 vocabulary
• Older Toddler: tier 2 vocabulary
Provides the answer for infants
and young toddlers after giving
them a chance to respond
Rhyme Read
Flips back to a few pages to review
rhyming words
Adds additional rhyming words
• Older Toddlers: Invite them to
 think of additional rhyming words
Rhythm Read
Asks children if they heard the
rhythm/song




