
 

K-3 START READ Lesson Plan Template 
 

K3 START READ Text Information 
Text 
Type 

 

Literature Title Drum Dream Girl Author Margarita Engle 

FOCUS VOCABULARY WORDS  ( 4 - 6 words) 
Dare, ripple, comforting, tower, deserve, whir 

 

B
E

F
O

R
E

 

READ #1 READ #2 READ #3 
STATE THE PURPOSE STATE THE PURPOSE STATE THE PURPOSE 
Introduce the text. State the purpose.  
Fiction: Key Details and Events 
Non-Fiction: Key Details and Events 

Recap the previous day. State the purpose.  
Fiction: Character’s Thoughts/Feelings;  
Non-Fiction: Connections between 
Individuals, Ideas, and Events. 

Recap the previous day. State the 
purpose.  
Fiction: Central Idea or Theme 
Non-Fiction: Main Idea 

Purpose Statement: 
 
How would you feel if you were told 
you couldn’t do something because 
of who you are…because of being a 
boy or a girl or because of your race 
or the language you speak? What if 
there’s a rule that is unfair? Let’s read 
to find out what the drum dream girl 
does when she’s told that girls can’t 
drum in Cuba where she lives.  

Purpose Statement: 
 
Today, let's revisit Drum Dream Girl. 
This story was inspired by the real 
childhood of Millo Castro Zaldarriaga 
(show picture). Millo was a Chinese-
African-Cuban girl who broke Cuba’s 
unfair rule that only boys could drum 
(play video). 
 
Today when we’re reading I want you to 
pay close attention to how the characters 
are feeling and how their feelings 
change. 

Purpose Statement: 
 
It’s our last day to read about the 
drum dream girl and how she fought 
an unfair rule so that she could follow 
her dream. You know the story so 
well now that I’ll ask you to help me 
retell the story. 
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TEACH: MODEL WITH THINK ALOUDS and/or ASK QUESTIONS TEACH: RETELLING 

https://rafaellopez.com/2017/09/29/hispanic-heritage-millo-castro-zaldarriaga/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGImure0x5s


 

Model your thinking and ask questions to help children better understand the text. 
Randomly call on 1-2 students to share out. Every so often, have children turn and talk to 
a classmate. Provide support as needed. 

Revisit the text and focus on retelling key 
details or events from the text. Use the 
following scaffolds to elicit responses 
from your students: 
 

• “What is happening here?” 
• “How does --- feel/think about 

that?” 

Support students and prompt them to use 
focus vocabulary words. 
 
p. 5 
p. 7 
p. 21 
p. 26 
p. 28 
p. 32 
p. 35 
p. 36 
 

p. Think-Aloud/Question p. Think-Aloud/Question 
4 She’s dreaming about playing 

all of these amazing drums. 
5 How is the drum dream girl feeling 

here? How does her dad feel? 
8 I’m thinking about why the drum 

dream girl has to keep her 
dream a secret. On the last page 
her dad looked angry with her 
for wanting to play the drums, 
and we read that people on her 
island thought only boys could 
drum. So she had to keep her 
dream a secret. 

7 I think she’s feeling peaceful 
because she’s drumming in her 
imagination. 

10 I’m wondering what imaginary 
music is. I think because she 
wasn’t allowed to play the 
drums, she made music in her 
mind instead. 

26 Amazing!  I think drum dream girl 
must be feeling so much joy 
because her dream is coming true. 

12 Hmm, she heard a whir, clack, 
tap, pat.  What does that sound 
like to you?   

28 Oh no! How is her dad feeling? How 
does she feel now? 

19 Why was it daring for her to play 
the drums? 

32 Wow, it looks like her dad 
changed. What do you think 
changed his feelings? 

28 Wow, even though her dad said 
she couldn’t play the drums, she 
kept drumming alone. 

35 I see so much excitement and 
anticipation on her face.  

36 What happened when she 
played her drums at the café? 

36 How would you feel if you got to 
play your drums at the café like 
her? 
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READS #1 and #2 
TEACH: DEFINE FOCUS VOCABULARY WORDS 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary – After you read a focus word, tell a student friendly definition and use any other appropriate P.A.T. strategy 
to quickly define the word: (1) Point to the picture (2) Act out the word or (3) Tell with a child friendly definition 
p. Word PAT Definition 
12 Whir T Low humming sound 
12 Comforting  T Feel taken care of 
13 Towering T/A A tower is a tall building so when something towers, it’s really tall! 
21 Dared T When you do something even though it’s scary 
23 Rippled T/A Move like waves 
32 Deserved T When you should have something because of what you’ve done 
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READ #1 READ #2 READ #3 
ASK AND REPOND: ASK A QUESTION AND RESPOND TO STUDENTS ASK AND RESPOND: 

GROUP DISCUSSION 
Ask an open-ended question that is related to the purpose of the read and requires critical 
thinking. Ask students to think first, pair with a partner and then share their thoughts. Call 
on several partner pairs to share out with the class. Provide support by scaffolding. 

Ask an open-ended discussion question 
that is related to the purpose of the read 
and requires critical thinking. Facilitate 
a whole group discussion using 
accountable talk prompts: 
 
[Sample Sentence Stems] 
I agree/disagree because… 
This reminds me of… 
To add on, I think… 
One example of that is… 
 
Question: 
 
The drum dream girl kept playing 
the drums and finally her dad 
changed his mind and let her play 
the drums. She played at the café 

Question: 
 
What are some things the dream girl 
do to keep her dream alive when her 
father told her she couldn’t play the 
drums?  

Question: 
 
How did Millo get her father to change 
his mind?  
 
What would you do if you wanted to 
change an unfair rule?  



 

and everyone loved it. It was a 
happy ending.  
Here’s my question. Sometimes 
there are people who want to keep 
an unfair rule. What if you are trying 
to change an unfair rule, and people 
keep saying no? What can you do? 
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TIE: CREATE CONNECTIONS TO THE TEXT  
Create connections to the text and the focus vocabulary words throughout the day/week/unit through intentional and engaging 
activities. 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION 
Mini-Lesson Conduct a mini lesson on how Margarita Engle used vivid details in Drum Dream Girl to 

make us feel like we were there in Cuba listening to the music and to make the story 
come alive. 

Vocabulary Activities True or False 
Ask students to explain their answers using the vocabulary words. Use a fun way for 
them to show if they think the statement is true or false, like a two-sided popsicle stick, a 
predetermined true or false dance move, or a buzzer (virtual or in real life). 
 
A mouse towers over a cat. 
The air conditioner whirs when it comes on. 
Music can be comforting. 
If you dare someone to do something they have to do it. 
It's comforting to eat food that's special to your family. 
If someone hurts your feelings, you deserve to hit them. 
If you drop a rock into a pond, the water will ripple. 
You can pat your head and rub your tummy at the same time. 
 

Quick Write/Journaling What is an unfair rule that you see in the world? Why is it unfair? How can you help 
change this rule? 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/3/


 

Learning Centers • Writing Center: Students can write letters or petitions to try to change an unfair 
rule. 

• Art Center: Millo dreamed of drumming. Draw or depict your own dream. 
• Fluency or Word Work: The text of Drum Dream Girl is also a poem. Have 

students use it for fluency practice or pull out words and phrases for word work. 

Other: Music and Literacy  Explore the music of drum dream girl’s real band to expand your students’ 
vocabularies and build their background knowledge. 
 
Show them pictures of Anacaona, Millo Castro Zaldarriaga’s band in the 1930’s. Explore 
the history of this all female band. Explain that they were named after the Taino queen 
Anacoana in honor of their indigenous roots. Show students how their music blended 
together African, Spanish and Indigenous styles of music. Point out the different 
instruments they used by looking at their picture and learning about Cuban instruments, 
then see if students can hear the different instruments when they listen to Anacaona’s 
music.  
 

 
 

SUPPORT STRATEGIES 
Think about using these strategies to modify your read-aloud based on student need. 
 SUPPORT STRATEGIES 
Varying Abilities and 
Dual Language Learners 
 

 Explicitly teach focus vocabulary using a word presentation routine 
 Use realia to support your read. Examples: Drums or other instruments, stilts, toy tropical 

birds 
 Create an illustrative focus vocabulary word wall for student reference: See DLL Visual 

Guide 
 Display sentence starters and frames 

Dual Language Learners  Read/Introduce the book in the home language prior to the first read in small/whole group 
 Introduce the book in English to dual language learners in small group 
 Learn a few focus vocabulary words in the child’s home language 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/141837/drum-dream-girl
https://rafaellopez.com/2017/09/29/hispanic-heritage-millo-castro-zaldarriaga/
http://www.justsalsa.com/salsa/music/son/
https://rafaellopez.com/2017/09/29/hispanic-heritage-millo-castro-zaldarriaga/
https://www.libertyparkmusic.com/cuban-music-instrument-clave/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGImure0x5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGImure0x5s
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