
 

 

Preschool Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Family 
 
 
              
         

  
 

 

 

  

Try reading one book multiple times throughout the week. Focus on thinking aloud about the events the first time, characters’ emotions/feelings the second time, and then having children be 
storytellers and retell the story the third time! Plan around the anchor book to TIE these conceptual ideas across the day. Use the bubble map tool to plan engagement ideas for the week(s). 

Read 1: Before you read say, “Let’s work together to figure out what is happening in 
this story.” As you read PAT the vocabulary (use the chart on the last page to help you 
pre-plan the words you will point out using the pictures, act out, or tell children what 
it means through a child friendly definition). As you read, think aloud and talk to 
yourself, wonder about the events of the story and notice what is happening. Lift and 
define the key vocabulary for the book as much as possible during these think alouds 
and think about what that has to do with the inquiry question. 

Read 2:  Before you read tell children that you’ll be 
paying attention to the characters’ feelings, emotions, 
and thoughts in the book. As you read, again PAT 
vocabulary you pre-selected and think aloud to 
yourself about how characters feel and think. Again, 
connect to the main idea and key vocabulary through 
the think alouds as you read. 

Read 3: Have the children be storytellers. Choose 
key pages to ask open-ended questions like 
"What's happening here? How does (character) 
think/feel about that?" Support the children by 
restating and expanding on their ideas, lifting 
vocabulary, their understandings, and their 
empathy!  

Supports for Dual Language Learners
•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the child's first language. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help you. Even 

when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•Before reading the book in English to the whole class for the first time, read it to DLLs in English in a small group to facilitate comprehension and participation.

•Use visuals to introduce focus words. Each book has a connected focus word visual set available on the Cox Campus.
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story (and throughout the day). One helpful support for dual language learners is to make 

connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language. 
•Look for English/Spanish cognates in the focus words for each book (cognates - words that share the same root, and sound similarly and have the same meaning): 

Creative/creativo(a) (kreh-ah-teev o kreh-ah-tee-bah), Except/excepto (ehk-sehp-toh), Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh), Admire/admirar (ahd-mee-rahr), 
Common/común (com-oon)

Before Read Alouds

•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading. 
•Invite children to do the actions of the Act words with you to promote engagement and comprehension.

•Use props to support understanding as you read.

During Read Alouds

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day. 
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 
•Ask families and use tools like Google Translate to look up words and learn how to say the focus words in other languages represented in your classroom
•Books available in Spanish: What Can You Do With a Rebozo?/¿Qué puedes hacer con un rebozo? (English/Spanish Edition), Sábado (Saturday Spanish Edition), No se 

permiten elefantes (Strictly No Elephants Spanish Edition)

After Read Alouds

SEPTEMBER INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A FAMILY? WHO IS SPECIAL TO ME?  

  

Connected 
Reads: 
REAL time 

Anchor 
Books 



 

 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to 
the book. Create or use a song or 
idea from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What Can I Do 
with a Rebozo? 
by Carmen Tafolla 

 
We can 

find joy in 
so many 

ways 
when we 

are 
creative. 

 
Joy/gozo (goh-soh): happiness/felicidad 
 
Useful/útil (oo-teel): helps you do 
something/te ayuda a hacer algo  
 
Creative/creativo(a) (kreh-ah-teev-o): coming 
up with new ideas or ways of doing something/ 
pensar en nuevas ideas o en nuevas formas de 
hacer algo 
 
Proud/orgulloso(a) (ohr-goo-yoh-soh): happy 
with yourself/feliz contigo mismo 
 
Comfort/consolar (kohn-soh-lahr): to make 
you feel safe/ hacerte sentir seguro 

 
Sing "Peace Like a River" by 

Elizabeth Mitchell & call 
attention to how we find joy 

in what we already have or do 
hand motions to a favorite 

Mexican song. 

 
R1 State:  The little girl here is holding a rebozo in her hand while her 
family here is watching. A rebozo is a long piece of cloth that people in 
Mexico wear around their shoulders. But the girl is doing something 
different with the rebozo. She is holding it in the air. I wonder how you 
would know to use this rebozo in other ways. Let’s read and find out.    
 
R1 Ask:  Why did the family in this story find so many ways to use the 
rebozo?     
 
 
R2 State:  I enjoyed seeing the smiles on the faces of everyone in this 
family when they used their rebozo. When we read this book today, 
let’s think about why they are smiling. What is it about the rebozo that 
makes them feel joy? 
 
R2 Ask:  How did the people in this family feel when they used the 
rebozo? Why?    
 
 
R3 State:  After reading this story twice, I am thinking the rebozo is a 
really special thing to all the people in this family. I wonder why it is so 
special. Let’s think about that while we talk about this story together. 
 
R3 Ask:   Why was the rebozo so special to each person in the family? 
 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to 
the book. Create or use a song or 
idea from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
by Oge Mora 

 
As long as 

you are 
with your 

family, the 
people you 

love and 
cherish, 
any day 
can be 

wonderful; 
even if 

your plans 
don’t work 

out. 

 
Cherish/apreciar (ah-preh-syahr): think 
something or someone is so important and 
special/ sentir que algo o alguien es muy 
importante y especial 
 
Splendid/espléndido(a) (ehs-plehn-dee-doh): 
really great, wonderful/ realmente genial, 
maravilloso(a) 
                                
Disappointed/decepcionado(a) (deh-sehp-
syoh-nah-doh): to feel sad because things did 
not work out like you wanted them to/ 
sentirse triste porque las cosas no salieron 
como uno quería 
 
Except/excepto (ehk-sehp-toh): all but/ 
fuera de, todos menos uno 
 
Expectations/expectativas (ehks-pehk-tah-
tee-bahs): what you think is going to happen; 
what you want to happen/ lo que crees que 
va a pasar; que quieres que pase 

 
Sing the song: “The More We 
Get Together” by Raffi 

 
R1 State:  It looks like this little girl named Ava and her mother are 
walking to go somewhere in the city to have fun. Since the title of this 
book is Saturday, I am thinking that it is the day of the week when 
they do fun activities in the city. I wonder why the title is Saturday and 
not another day of the week? Let’s think about that as we read this 
story.    
 
R1 Ask: Why was Saturday such a special day for Ava and her mother?     
 
 
R2 State: Remember a lot of things went wrong for Ava and her 
mother on Saturday and they felt so disappointed. As we read this 
story again, let’s think about why they felt so disappointed, or upset, 
when their plans did not work out.    
 
R2 Ask:  Why did Ava and her mother feel so disappointed when their 
plans did not work out?   
 
 
R3 State: Remember at first when Ava and her mom couldn’t do what 
they had planned, they felt so disappointed. But in the end of the 
story, they realized that Saturday turned out to be a splendid day. 
Let’s think about why it turned out to be a splendid day, even though 
things went wrong.   
 
R3 Ask:   Why did Saturday turn out to be a splendid day for Ava and 
her mother even though their plans did not work out? 
 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to 
the book. Create or use a song or 
idea from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mommy’s 
Khimar  

by Jamilah 
Thompson-Bigelow 

 
Even 

though 
families 
may be 

different 
from each 
other, we 
must love 

and 
appreciat

e one 
another. 

 
Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-dahd): many 
different kinds of one thing/ muchos tipos 
diferentes de una cosa 
 
Faith/fe (feh): what each person believes in/ 
en lo que cada uno cree 
 
Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh): being one of a 
kind/ser uno solo, que no hay más de lo mismo 
 
Respect/respeto (rrehs-peh-toh): to treat 
someone in a kind way/ tratar a alguien de una 
manera amable 
 
Admire/admirar (ahd-mee-rahr): to like/ 
gustar 

 
I love you so much, I love you 
so much! I can't even tell you 

how much I love you!  
You're special to me. You're 

special to me. I can't even tell 
you how much I love you! 

R1 State:  Notice how the little girl Is wearing a beautiful yellow cloth 
on her head which Is called a khimar. I noticed the women in this story 
wear khimars. Let’s read Mommy’s Khimar and find out why.    
 
R1 Ask:  Why did some of the women in this story choose to wear a 
khimar?    
 
 
R2 State: Look at the smile on the little girl’s face. We can tell she 
really cherishes her mother’s khimar. I wonder why it is so special to 
her. Let’s read and find out.    
 
R2 Ask:  Why did the little girl cherish her mother’s khimar so much? 
Why did she think it was so special?   
 
 
R3 State:  (Point to illustration on page 21-22) Notice how the children 
are smiling at the little girl who is wearing the khimar. They must 
admire her. I wonder why they admire her so much. Let’s think about 
that when we talk about this story.  
 
R3 Ask: Why did the children in the little girl’s Arabic class admire her, 
even though they didn’t wear khimars? 
   

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s attention, 
and connect them to the book. Create or use a 
song or idea from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strictly No 
Elephants  

by Lisa Mantchev 

 
A true friend 
helps make 

you feel 
welcome just 
the way you 

are. 

 
Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh): 
being one of a kind/ser uno solo, 
que no hay más de lo mismo 
 
Welcome/ bienvenida (byehn-beh-
nee-dah): to make someone feel 
you are glad they are with you/ 
hacer que alguien sienta que tu 
tealegras de que el/ella está contigo 
 
Include/incluir (eeng-klweer): to 
make someone or something part of 
a group/ hacer que alguien o algo 
sea parte de un grupo 
 
Common/común (com-oon): what 
most people do; happens a lot; the 
same as everyone else/ lo que hace 
la mayoría de la gente; sucede 
mucho; igual que todos los demás 

 
Friends help each other- from Daniel 

Tiger 
Friends help each other-Yes, they do, it's 

true 
Friends help each other-Yes, they do 
Friends help each other-Yes, they do 

Even if you can do it by yourself 
It's much more fun when a friend can 

help 
Friends help each other- Yes they do, it's 

true 

R1 State: This sign that says “Strictly No Elephants” means 
there is NO WAY elephants can come in this place. Everyone 
else can come in except elephants. Let’s read and find out why 
this sign is on the door and what happens to this little boy and 
his pet elephant.     
 
R1 Ask: Why was there a sign on the first pet club that said, 
“Strictly No Elephants?     
 
 
R2 State: I would feel so upset if I were this little boy and saw 
that my pet elephant was not welcome at the pet club. I 
wonder how he felt after he read this sign. Let’s think about 
that when we read this story again.    
 
R2 Ask:  How did the little boy feel after he read the sign on 
the door? (show illustration on page 11)   
 
 
R3 State:  I wonder why the little boy changed the sign on the 
door of the new pet club. Let’s think about that as we talk 
about this story.  
 
R3 Ask:  Why did the little boy paint a sign that said, All are 
Welcome? (show illustration page 28) 
  

  



 

 

 

 

*Complete START guides are available for each anchor book on CoxCampus.org 

Here are a few other beautiful books we think you would love to add to your library in the future! As you learn more about your children and their 
families, you will be more able to select books that speak to what it means to them to “be a family” and to compare and contrast the different 

family characteristics, ways of being family, and being connected to others who are special to us.      
 

 
   

 

  
 

 
Teacher-Selected 
Words to PAT  

PAT to Teach and Uplift Vocabulary 
Point 

 to illustrations in 
the book  

Act 
out words whose meaning can be shown 

through action or facial expression 

Tell 
The meaning of words that need to be defined in order to understand the story (use a child-friendly 

definition) 
What Can I Do 
with a Rebozo? 

Rebozo, piñata, 
cradle, tío , 
ketchup, stains, 
tunnel, sash, 
flying cap, 
bandage, cousins 

Spreads, wrap, ducks, twirls, peek-a-boo, 
wiped, burt, yummy, dance, covers, 
sleep  

Rebozo- a long piece of cloth, worn mostly by women in Mexico 
Piñata- a decorated container filled with candy that used in special celebrations 
La bamba- a dance that started in Mexico 
Hide and seek- a game in which you hide and others look for you 
Cover- to put over something 
Tunnel- a space that you can crawl through 

Saturday Salon chairs, 
park, Ava, 
mother, purse, 
lady 

Zipped, smiled, cried, wailed, paused, 
deep breath, sobbed, cheered, chirped, 
reached, gasped, crumpled 

Peaceful- quiet, calm 
Reassured- to help someone believe that everything will be okay; to comfort 
Library- a place where everyone can read and use books 
Cancelled – to end something; to make something stop 
Pause-to stop for a short time 
Salon- a place where people get their hair done
  

Mommy’s 
Khimar 

Khimar, tassels, 
beads, sparkles, 
train, braids, 
nest, brisky 
beard, cape 

Breathe deeply, dive, spread, sleeps, 
shakes head, laughing, close my eyes 

Train- a long piece of material attached to the back of a dress that drags along the ground 
Mosque-a place to pray; like a church 
Arabic- a language spoken by many people who live or have lived in a different part of our world 
Braids/Plaits- woven pieces of hair 
Shield- to keep safe 

Strictly No 
Elephants 

Elephant, cracks, 
skunk, girl, new 
friend 

Paint, lift, come along Thoughtful- to think a lot about something 
Mention- to say 
fit in – not welcome because you are different 
Cracks- lines where something is broken 
Coax- try to get someone to do something 
Strictly- must follow the rule; no exceptions 
Certain- to make sure 
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