
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Infant and Young Toddlers) 
(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

 Families Author: Babies Everywhere 

Possible Inquiry Question: What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me? 
Possible themes: family, friends 

Tune-In Example 
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and loving 

interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest in the book? 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

I love you. You love me. We’re a happy family. With a great big 
hug and a kiss from me to you. I know that you love me too! 
 

This book is all about families that are different, but still do many 
of the same things. I wonder what we will notice about these 
families. I am thinking that some things will be the same and some 
will be different from what we do in our families! Let’s check them 
out and see what we might have in common and how we might 
also be different.  
 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and props.  3. 
Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English throughout the story 
whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions) 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell 
Think Alouds 

Pg. 1,2 Kisses Kisses  
Look, the mom giraffe is kissing its baby, the 

same as this mom and her baby. 

Pg. 3,4 Laugh Laugh  
The dog are smiling the same way these two 

brothers are laughing. They are having a great 
time as a family, laughing together. 



 

Pg. 5,6 Share  Share: give to others 
The little girl is sharing food with her dad. That 
is what families do, share. The monkey family is 

sharing their food too. Families share. 

Pg. 7,8 Go, Walk   

This family is going for a walk together, so are 
the elephant family. The elephant and the baby 
elephant, these two families are different, but 
they are same because they are both walking. 

Pg. 9,10 
 

Swimming Swimming  

 
 

The mom is swimming with the baby, sharing a 
good time; the baby is smiling and happy. 

Families do many things together, where they 
feel happy. The fish and the baby fish are doing 

the same, swimming together in the sea 
 

Pg. 11,12 Rides   
The mom in giving a ride on her back to the 
baby, the same way that the mom turtle is 

doing it to its baby. 

Pg. 13,14 Bath   

Look, the hippo mom and its baby are taking a 
bath; I see they are having a wonderful time 
together, like the mom and her baby in the 

bathtub, taking a bath together. 

Pg. 15,16 Naps Nap, sleep 
Nap: when you sleep a 
little bit during the day 

I see the dad and the baby are sleeping 
together, they are taking a short nap! I’m 

thinking that probably the baby finished eating 
and now they are sleeping together for a little 
bit, taking a nap. The polar bears are taking a 
nap too! They might be tired and needing to 

rest.  

 

Summarize (after you read) 
How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 

oa 

• Say “We just read about families and what they do Let’s 
look back and see how these families are the same and 
how they are different from each other. I notice that in 
every type of family, parents and babies love each 
other and have fun together!” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. 

Suggested Pages for 
Summarizing 
 
Pg.2 
Pg. 6 
Pg. 12 
Pg. 16 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Family: group of people that live 
together and love each other 
2. Share: give things to others 
3. Together: doing the same thing as the 
people that you are with 
 
 



 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book would be. “How is the giraffe 
family the same as your family? How is it different?”   

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting language 
(honor all attempts to communicate, in any language). 

  
 
 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 
What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book with 
children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  

 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across languages? 
Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools like Google Translate 
to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom: 

1. Family: familia 
2. Share: compartir 
3. Together : juntos 
 
Additional vocabulary for teachers working to develop their Spanish: 
       Different: diferente- not the same 
       Same: igual- something that looks alike 
 

• What props or materials will you use? ____________________________________________________________ 

• Additional supports for this book: Recommended Perfect Pair: Besos for baby by Jen Arena 

 Remember: 

• Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

• Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections). 

• You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book. 

 


