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Whistle for Willie- Related Extension Activities

Main Idea: Learning a new skill can take a lot of time and practice. It can
sometimes be difficult. If it is important enough, you will stick with it until you can

do it.

Target Vocabulary Used

Imitate Practice Determined

Proud

Ideas for pushing these words in throughout the day

Morning Meeting Remind children about the story they are reading this week Whistle for
Willie. Tell them the story made you think of something that you are
determined to learn how to do. Push in target vocabulary imitate,
proud, practice and determined as you share your experience. Show
children the drawing you made to illustrate what you are determined to
learn. Read what you wrote and tell them you are going to add your
picture and writing to share with everyone. Tell children they will get
the opportunity to do the same activity during small group time or
during center time.

Dramatic Play Put props in center so children can retell the story. (e.g., puppets for
Peter, Willie, mother and father, a box, a mirror, etc.)

Science/ Outdoors Tie to REAL time book, What makes a Shadow?, or other information
book about shadows, have children use flash lights to create and
observe shadows in different places. Help children understand that the
shadow is created because the object blocks the light from shining on
the surface. Connect activity to how Peter made his shadow.
Children can also experiment what happens when they move object
closer to the surface or farther away. Encourage to notice how the size
of the shadow changes when they move the object closer or farther
away from the surface.

Sensory Play/ Art Children can trace shadows of different objects or teacher can trace
student’s silhouettes.

Writing Center Connecting to morning meeting, children can draw and write about
something they might be determined to do or have already
accomplished.
Teacher can ask children about something they are determined to learn
how to do (e.g., tying your shoe, opening your milk, write your name)
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and record answers. Talk with children about how they achieve their
goals (e.g., practice, keep trying, ask for help, be patient)
Children can draw a picture and write about what goal they want to
achieve. Discuss how proud children will feel when they reach a goal.
(Note: teacher should model an example of something they are
determined to do first)

Math Spatial awareness activity: Create shadows of different objects (e.g.,
cube, scissors, key, small blocks, plastic animals, puzzle piece) by placing
them on a white sheet of paper on the copier. The objects will block the
light and create shadow-like shapes of objects. Children can match the
objects to the shadow. This can be challenging since sometimes objects
need to be turned over to match shadow.

Songs/Poems

Whistle While You Work

Just whistle while you work
(whistle)
Put on the grin
And start right in
To whistle loud and long
Just hum a merry tune
(hum)
Just do your best
Then take a rest
And sing yourself a song
When there's too much to do
Don't let it bother you
Forget your trouble
Try to be
Just like the cheerful chickadee
And whistle while you work
(whistle)
Come on get smart
Tune up and start
To whistle while you work…

My Shadow By C.J. Heck

I have a shadow hooked to me.
Sometimes he's big.
Sometimes he's small.
Sometimes he isn't there at all.
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He doesn't seem to like the rain.
(Maybe thunder scares him, too) .
He's gone from me on days like that
'cause there isn't much to do.

But if it's really sunny out,
he doesn't like to hide.
He's hooked right there beside me
and we play all day outside.

My Shadow By Robert Louis Stevenson (First stanza)

I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me,
And what can be the use of him is more than I can see.
He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head;
And I see him jump before me, when I jump into my bed.


