
 

   
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Infants and Young Toddlers) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title:  The Very Hungry Caterpillar Author: Eric Carle 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 
You can use a caterpillar or butterfly puppet or stuffed 
animal to sing a good morning song to your students. 
One such song is as follows: 
“Good morning (child’s name), 
Good morning (name) 
Good morning (name) 
We’re glad that you are here!”  

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

The name of our story is The Very Hungry Caterpillar. 
Look at this caterpillar (point to the caterpillar on the 
cover). He is very hungry. Let’s read and find out why he 
so hungry and what he eats. 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 
• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see 

what happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs)   
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like 
gestures and props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first 
language and English throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL 
planning information. 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Think Alouds 

3 Moon, Egg, Leaf   
Look, the caterpillar grows and 
hatches (comes out) from the egg! 

5  Sun, Caterpillar 
Pop, Tiny, Hungry 

(rub stomach) 

Caterpillar – a 
small insect that 

crawls; it looks like 
a hairy worm 

 

7  
Look (hand over 

eyes) 
 

 

Guiding questions to consider: 

• What will you do to tune in and engage 
the child/children with this book? 
 

• What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   
 

8-16 
Through, Apple, Pear, 
Strawberry, Orange, 

Plum 
Through, Hungry  

Connection to make throughout 
pages 8-16: Wow, this caterpillar is 
so hungry! He is eating through 
many kinds of food. I wonder if he 
will ever be full. Let’s keep reading 
to find out what else he eats. 

17, 18 
Through, point to all 

foods 
Through, Hungry 

Stomachache – 
tummy hurts 

Oh no! Our caterpillar got a 
stomachache. His tummy is hurting. 
He looks so sad. I think it must be 
because he ate all this food (flip 
back to look at foods) 

20 Leaf Ate  

Look, the caterpillar’s stomach does 
not hurt anymore, because he ate a 
green leaf. Caterpillars are 
supposed to eat leaves, not all the 
other foods. I wonder what the 
caterpillar does now that he is finally 
full.  

21 Big caterpillar 
Little (show with 

fingers), Big (stretch 
arms wide) 

 
Wow, the caterpillar is really big 
now! He ate so much food that he 
grew really big.  

22 Cocoon 
Around, Nibbled, 

Pushed 
Nibbled – took little 

bites 

Look, the caterpillar is now inside of 
the cocoon. I wonder what will 
happen when he comes out! 

23 Butterfly  

Butterfly – an 
insect that flies 
Beautiful – very 

pretty 

Look! The caterpillar changed! He 
was a tiny (A) caterpillar, then a big 
(A) caterpillar, then a cocoon, a 
small house, and now he is a 
butterfly. This butterfly is so beautiful 
and colorful! 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read about a very hungry caterpillar. 
Let’s look back and see how the caterpillar grew.  

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for 
infants and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book could be “Why did the 
caterpillar get a stomachache?” 

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Suggested 
Pages for 

Summarizing 
 

Pg.3 
Pg.5 
Pg.21 
Pg. 22 
Pg.23 

Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Big 
2. Little 
3. Hungry 
4. Through 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the 
book with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  
 



 

   
 

What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools 
like Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your 
classroom: 

     1. Big – Grande (grahn-day) 
     2. Little - Pequeño (peh-cane-yo) 
     3. Hungry -  Hambriento (ahm-bree-en-toe) 
 

• What props or materials will you use? Be creative and use what you have. Ideas: Real fruits and vegetables, a leaf, 
stuffed or plastic caterpillar and butterfly 

• Additional supports for this book:   

 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s 
connections). 

*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book. 
* 


