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Course Guide Information 
This guide was created to help you process and take action on the information provided 
in the corresponding course.  

 

How to Use this Guide 
Lesson Overview 

Each lesson includes an overview with a brief description of the lesson and three major 
objectives. Rate your current knowledge of the information on the scale before 
watching the lesson.  

Notes Page 

As you watch each lesson, a page is provided for taking notes, allowing you to refer 
back to them whenever needed. 

Reflection Page 

After you watch the lesson, use the reflection questions to think about what you 
learned and how you can apply it to improve instruction. 

Extension Activities  

After you finish the entire lesson, rate your knowledge again to self-assess how much 
you learned. There is a list of relevant activities you can do to further deepen your 
understanding and improve your practice. 
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Lesson 1: Defining Comprehension 
In this lesson, you will define reading comprehension and establish it as the ultimate 

goal in reading instruction. 

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Define comprehension as an unconstrained skill. 
2. Understand reading comprehension as the product of word recognition and language 

comprehension. 
3. Establish deep reading comprehension as the overall purpose for reading instruction. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 1: Defining Comprehension 

Take Notes 
What is an unconstrained skill? Why does this make comprehension instruction so 
complex? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
Write the formula for the Simple View of Reading below. Name one additional factor 
that can explain reading difficulty that is not included in the formula. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
Define “Deep Reading” and its importance in your own words. 
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Lesson 1: Defining Comprehension 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 1: Defining Comprehension 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Define comprehension as an unconstrained skill. 
2. Understand reading comprehension as the product of word recognition and language 

comprehension. 
3. Establish deep reading comprehension as the overall purpose for reading instruction. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better the 
results you will see. 

Application Checklist 
1. Discuss the following statement: “Reading comprehension isn’t just a concept you are 

taught, it’s something you create.” What are the implications of this statement for 
classroom instruction? 

2. Read the article: The Science of Reading Progresses: Communicating Advances 
Beyond the Simple View of Reading. Consider how the additional factors in the 
Active View of Reading may impact classroom instruction and assessment for 
struggling readers. 

3. Reflect on the importance of cultivating deep readers. Does your curriculum 
reinforce this importance? If not, what improvements can be made to the current 
practices? 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/foundationforlearningandliteracy.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Science-of-Reading-Progresses.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/foundationforlearningandliteracy.info/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Science-of-Reading-Progresses.pdf
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Lesson 2: The Process of Comprehension 
In this lesson, you will understand comprehension as a process and learn relevant 
theoretical models of reading comprehension.  

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Identify the multiple levels of understanding in reading comprehension. 
2. Distinguish between the process and products of comprehension. 
3. Explain how readers construct a mental model when reading text. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 2: The Process of Comprehension 

Take Notes 
List the three levels of understanding and define them in your own words. 

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 

 

Take Notes 
List one process and one product of comprehension below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Take Notes 
Create your own visual to represent the RAND model of reading comprehension. 
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Lesson 2: The Process of Comprehension 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 2: The Process of Comprehension 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Identify the multiple levels of understanding in reading comprehension. 
2. Distinguish between the process and products of comprehension. 
3. Explain how readers construct a mental model when reading text. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better the 
results you will see. 

Application Checklist 
1. In your own words, answer the question, “Why is it important to know the levels of 

understanding and the term “mental modeling” for comprehension instruction?” 
(Revisit Lesson 2, Step 2 for a detailed response.) 

2. Read the article Amplify: The Missing Link in Reading Comprehension and explain 
how reading comprehension is a process. 

3. Assess your curriculum materials. Do they emphasize testing students and evaluating 
products or developing the thinking processes that need to occur for students to 
comprehend as they read? 

 

 

https://amplify.com/blog/science-of-reading/reading-comprehension-strategies-grounded-in-science/
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Lesson 3: Foundation of Language 
In this lesson, you will learn about the connection between oral language and literacy 

development. 

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Describe the role oral language development plays in reading comprehension. 
2. Apply knowledge of language development to classroom reading instruction. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 3: Foundation of Language 

Take Notes 
In your own words, explain how language is the foundation for reading 
comprehension. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
What are the three main instructional reading environments mentioned in this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
List the components that comprise the language comprehension side of Scarborough’s 
reading rope. 
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Lesson 3: Foundation of Language 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 3: Foundation of Language 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Describe the role oral language development plays in reading comprehension. 
2. Apply knowledge of language development to classroom reading instruction. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Discuss the statement, “Once students master word recognition skills, language 

comprehension becomes the most important factor influencing a student’s ability to 
comprehend reading material.” What are the implications of this statement for 
reading instruction? 

2. Download the START Ladder Safety Nets resource on Cox Campus. Practice 
implementing one step of the ladder during your read-aloud discussions to support 
your students’ oral language development and language comprehension. 

3. Survey the components listed on the language comprehension side of Scarborough’s 
reading rope. Prior to completing the following lessons, take inventory of which 
components are more and less familiar to you. Which components of language 
comprehension are you currently addressing in your reading instruction? 

https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=eb859fa4-1ad5-4408-a8e3-3e8da01c1880&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
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Lesson 4: Building Knowledge and Vocabulary 
In this lesson, you will learn how background knowledge and vocabulary contribute to 
deep reading comprehension 

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Define background knowledge and its role in reading comprehension. 
2. Define vocabulary and its role in reading comprehension. 
3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s 

development of background knowledge and vocabulary in the classroom. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 4: Building Knowledge and Vocabulary 

Take Notes 
What is a student’s “currency of knowledge”? Why is it critical to value ALL students’ 
currencies of knowledge during reading comprehension instruction and assessment? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
List two instructional activities for activating and building background knowledge in the 
boxes below. 

   

 

   

 

Take Notes 
List two ways vocabulary is acquired below. 

   

 

   

 

BUILD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTIVATE 
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Match the term to the definition. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Words that you comprehend when others speak. 

 
Point-of-Contact Words 

 
Focus Words 

 
Words that are not focus words, but that 

students need to know to understand the text. 

 
Words that are essential for the key takeaways 

students need to gain from a text. 

 
Receptive Vocabulary 
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Lesson 4: Building Knowledge and Vocabulary 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 4: Building Knowledge and Vocabulary 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Define background knowledge and its role in reading comprehension. 
2. Define vocabulary and its role in reading comprehension. 
3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s 

development of background knowledge and vocabulary in the classroom. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Read the article: What Is Background Knowledge, and How Does It Fit Into the 

Science of Reading? (edweek.org). Discuss the role background knowledge plays in 
reading comprehension. 

2. Download the Becoming Culturally Responsive resource on Cox Campus. Reflect on 
the importance of cultural responsiveness to support students’ background 
knowledge for reading comprehension. 

3. Select a book for a read-aloud lesson. Download the Comprehension Lesson 
Framework resource on Cox Campus and select focus words to teach through 
explicit instruction and point-of-contact words to teach through the PAT strategy. 

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/what-is-background-knowledge-and-how-does-it-fit-into-the-science-of-reading/2023/01?_gl=1*nrpmxu*_gcl_au*MTg1NjI5MjM0Ni4xNzA0MjkzMDcx
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/what-is-background-knowledge-and-how-does-it-fit-into-the-science-of-reading/2023/01?_gl=1*nrpmxu*_gcl_au*MTg1NjI5MjM0Ni4xNzA0MjkzMDcx
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=74601f06-8380-4c53-8644-6968b6a51e89&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=cc217dfb-a178-4a19-b8d4-b95c3919b60e&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=cc217dfb-a178-4a19-b8d4-b95c3919b60e&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
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Lesson 5: Sentence Comprehension and Verbal Reasoning 
In this lesson, you will learn about syntax, sentence comprehension, and verbal 
reasoning and the role they play in deep reading comprehension.   
 
Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Define syntax and sentence comprehension and the role they play in reading 

comprehension. 
2. Define verbal reasoning and its role in reading comprehension. 
3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s 

development of sentence comprehension and verbal reasoning in the classroom. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 5: Sentence Comprehension and Verbal Reasoning 

Take Notes 
What are 4 instructional strategies for sentence level comprehension? 
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Match the term to the definition. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The language system that governs how words 

are arranged in phrases and sentences. 

 
Figurative Language 

 
Sentence Cohesion 

 
The ability to extract meaning and information  

from text and to think and problem-solve. 

 
When the reader combines what the text says 

with their own background knowledge. 

 
Syntax 

 
Using words or expressions in a way that goes 

beyond their literal meaning. 

 
Verbal Reasoning 

 
Inferences 

 
Linking ideas across a text from one sentence to 

another. 
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Lesson 5: Sentence Comprehension and Verbal Reasoning 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 5: Sentence Comprehension and Verbal Reasoning 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Define syntax and sentence comprehension and the role they play in reading 

comprehension. 
2. Define verbal reasoning and its role in reading comprehension. 
3. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s 

development of sentence comprehension and verbal reasoning in the classroom. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Plan a lesson using the Sentence Deconstruction Resource. 
2. Download the Open-Ended vs. Close Ended Question Resource and the K-3 TALK 

Ladder. Plan three open-ended questions for an upcoming lesson. Consider what 
response to these questions would meet the K-3 TALK ladder goal. 

3. Select a portion of text that will be used for a read-aloud that requires students to 
make an inference. Plan ahead for a stopping point in your lesson to scaffold 
students’ verbal reasoning as they make an inference from the text. 

 

https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=bd4883c1-ef6d-41d7-a135-76bdc315409a&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=e720d20e-19b9-4909-b77a-e5614d91b535&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=590e61c6-c712-4158-bf6c-8cfe2b40d32a&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=590e61c6-c712-4158-bf6c-8cfe2b40d32a&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
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Lesson 6: Text Structure, Written Response, and Metacognitive  

Strategies 
In this lesson, you will learn how text structure, written response, and metacognitive 
strategies contribute to deep reading comprehension. 
 
Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Define text structure and identify key text structures used in fiction and non-fiction 

texts. 
2. Understand the role written response plays in reading comprehension. 
3. Define metacognitive strategies and the role they play in reading comprehension. 
4. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s use of text 

structure, written response, and strategies for reading comprehension. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 6: Text Structure, Written Response, and Metacognitive 
Strategies 

Take Notes 
List two examples of non-fiction text structures below. 

   

 

   

Take Notes 
Describe the relationship between written expression and reading comprehension. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
Strategy instruction should be both ______ and ______. 
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Match the term to the definition. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A thought process you deliberately engage in to 
build meaning before, during, or after reading. 

 
Metacognition 

 
Text Structure 

Thinking about our own thinking or the 
awareness of our own thought process as we 

engage in a task. 

 
The way a story or text is organized. 

 
Reading Strategy 
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Lesson 6: Text Structure, Written Response, and Metacognitive 
Strategies 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 6: Text Structure, Written Response, and Metacognitive 
Strategies 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Define text structure and identify key text structures used in fiction and non-fiction 

texts. 
2. Understand the role written response plays in reading comprehension. 
3. Define metacognitive strategies and the role they play in reading comprehension. 
4. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s use of text 

structure, written response, and strategies for reading comprehension. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Download the Non-Fiction Text Structures Overview and use it to create a lesson 

that builds background knowledge on one non-fiction text structure. 
2. Explain how written response can be used as a powerful driver for students’ reading 

comprehension. 
3. Download the Comprehension Strategy Questions resource and use it to plan 2 

stopping points to scaffold the use of metacognitive strategies during a read-aloud 
comprehension lesson using the Comprehension Lesson Framework resource. 

https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=7dfa696a-1213-48d5-9d8b-0add46b29bff&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=9df1f80a-b50e-4b8b-83ef-ec021a6645a9&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=cc217dfb-a178-4a19-b8d4-b95c3919b60e&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
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Lesson 7: Best Practices in Comprehension Instruction 
In this lesson, you will learn about best practices for your comprehension instruction. 
 
Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Understand how to use the Gradual Release method, think-alouds, teacher-mediated 

lessons, content-rich instruction, complex texts, text sets, and graphic organizers to 
enhance students’ reading comprehension. 

2. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s 
development of reading comprehension through recommended instructional 
practices. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 7: Best Practices in Comprehension Instruction 

Take Notes 
What are 7 best practices for comprehension instruction? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take Notes 
What are 7 best What are four knowledge-building practices for a Content-Rich 
Literacy Curriculum? 
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Define each type of text used to create a text set below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Target Text 

 
 
 
 
 

Hook/Accessible Text 

 
 
 
 
 

Visual Text 

 
 
 
 
 

Informational Text 
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Lesson 7: Best Practices in Comprehension Instruction 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 7: Best Practices in Comprehension Instruction 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Understand how to use the Gradual Release method, think-alouds, teacher-mediated 

lessons, content-rich instruction, complex texts, text sets, and graphic organizers to 
enhance students’ reading comprehension. 

2. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s 
development of reading comprehension through recommended instructional 
practices. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Select one best practice for comprehension instruction to intentionally embed in 

your next comprehension lesson using the Comprehension Lesson Framework 
resource. 

2. Create your own text set to build background knowledge on a particular topic to 
support your students’ comprehension. (Revisit Lesson 7, Step 10 for a detailed 
overview.) 

3. Find a complex text that furthers a knowledge-building goal in your curriculum. 
Download the Comprehension Lesson Framework resource to create a lesson using 
the complex text. 

https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=cc217dfb-a178-4a19-b8d4-b95c3919b60e&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=cc217dfb-a178-4a19-b8d4-b95c3919b60e&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
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Lesson 8: Roadmap to Reading Comprehension Instruction 
In this lesson, you will learn about a comprehension lesson framework that addresses 
the various factors involved in deep reading discussed throughout the course. 
 
Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Identify components of the comprehension lesson framework. 
2. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s 

development of reading comprehension using a comprehension lesson framework. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 8: Roadmap to Reading Comprehension Instruction 

Take Notes 
What are 5 guideposts for planning effective comprehension lessons? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take Notes 
List two ways to scaffold students’ construction of mental models during independent 
reading activities. 
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Match the lesson component with the correct description below. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strategically use questions, think-alouds, 
discussions, and defining vocabulary words in 
context to facilitate students’ comprehension 

processes. 

 
BEFORE Reading 

 
DURING Reading 

Evaluate whether students met their knowledge-
building purpose and ask students to apply their 
knowledge through an oral, written, or artistic 

task. 

Introduce the text, establish a clear knowledge-
building purpose, and activate or build critical 

knowledge for understanding the text. 

 
AFTER Reading 
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Lesson 8: Roadmap to Reading Comprehension Instruction 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 8: Roadmap to Reading Comprehension Instruction 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Identify components of the comprehension lesson framework. 
2. Reflect on current teaching practices and plan ways to support children’s 

development of reading comprehension using a comprehension lesson framework. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Download the Example Comprehension Lesson Plan resource on Cox Campus. Use it 

to follow along as you watch Butterflies and Moths Comprehension Lesson (Full 
Version). 

2. Discuss the 5 guideposts for planning effective comprehension lessons. Which 
guideposts are you already doing well? What is one guidepost you can prioritize 
when planning your next lesson? 

3. Plan a complete comprehension lesson using the Comprehension Lesson Framework 
on Cox Campus. 

 

https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=e43b172a-9cf1-4100-926d-ba52b7e50c78&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C61lj6WkVAo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C61lj6WkVAo
https://lms.coxcampus.org/student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=cc217dfb-a178-4a19-b8d4-b95c3919b60e&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=9dc34b82-f015-bca3-2488-d13e45c9a723&AllowDownload=true


Reading Comprehension Course Guide 

 

 

Course References 

Books 
• Gillis, M., & Eberhardt, N. (2018). Comprehension: Knowledge to Practice. 

Literacyhow. 
• Hammond, Z. (2015). Culturally Responsive Teaching and The Brain: Promoting 

Authentic Engagement and Rigor Among Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 
Students. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press. 

• Hennessy, N. L. (2021). The Reading Comprehension Blueprint: Helping 
Students Make Meaning from Text. Brookes Publishing Company. PO Box 
10624, Baltimore, MD 21285. 

• Oakhill, J., Cain, K., & Elbro, C. (2014). Understanding and teaching reading 
comprehension: A handbook. Routledge. 

• Wexler, N. (2020). The Knowledge Gap: The hidden cause of America’s broken 
education system--and how to fix it. Penguin. 

• Wolf, M., & Potter, K. (2018). Reader, come home: The reading brain in a digital 
world (p. 54). New York: Harper. 

Articles 
• Baumann, J. F. (1986). Teaching third-grade students to comprehend anaphoric 

relationships: The application of a direct instruction model. Reading Research 
Quarterly, 21(1), 70-90. doi:https://doi. org/10.2307/747961 

• Cabell, S. Q., & Hwang, H. (2020). Building content knowledge to boost 
comprehension in the primary grades. Reading Research Quarterly, 55, S99-S107. 

• Catts, H. (2021-2022, Winter). Rethinking how to promote reading comprehension. 
American Educator. 

• Duke, N. K., & Cartwright, K. B. (2021). The science of reading progresses: 
Communicating advances beyond the simple view of reading. Reading Research 
Quarterly, 56, S25-S44. 

• Duke, N. K., Ward, A. E., & Pearson, P. D. (2021). The science of reading 
comprehension instruction. The Reading Teacher, 74(6), 663-672. 



Reading Comprehension Course Guide 

 

 

Articles (Continued) 
• Fisher, D., & Frey, N. (2014). Speaking and listening in content area learning. The 

Reading Teacher, 68(1), 64-69. 
• Gee, J. P., Neuman, S. B., & Dickinson, D. K. (2002). A sociocultural perspective on 

early literacy development. Handbook of early literacy research, 30-42. 
• Hebert, M., Bohaty, J. J., Nelson, J. R., & Brown, J. (2016). The effects of text 

structure instruction on expository reading comprehension: A meta-analysis. Journal 
of Educational Psychology, 108(5), 609– 

• 629. https://doi.org/10.1037/edu0000082 
• Kim, J. S., & Burkhauser, M. A. (2022). Teaching for transfer can help young children 

read for understanding. Phi Delta Kappan, 103(8), 20-24. 
• Lupo, S. M., Berry, A., Thacker, E., Sawyer, A., & Merritt, J. (2020). Rethinking text 

sets to support knowledge building and interdisciplinary learning. The Reading 
Teacher, 73(4), 513-524. 

• Lupo, S. M., Strong, J. Z., Lewis, W., Walpole, S., & McKenna, M. C. (2018). Building 
background knowledge through reading: Rethinking text sets. Journal of Adolescent 
& Adult Literacy, 61(4), 433-444. 

• Paris, S. G. (2005). Constrained Skill Theory. In Theories of Reading Development 
(pp. 227-245). Routledge. 

• Rothstein-Fisch, C., & Trumbull, E. (2008). Managing Diverse Classrooms: How to 
Build on Students’ Cultural Strengths. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 

• Scott, C. M. (2009). A case for the sentence in reading comprehension. Language, 
speech, and hearing services in schools, 40(2), 184–191. 

• Snow, C. (2002). Reading for understanding: Toward an R&D program in reading 
comprehension. Rand Corporation. 

• Soto, C., de Blume, A. P. G., Jacovina, M., McNamara, D., Benson, N., Riffo, B., & 
Kruk, R. (2019). Reading comprehension and metacognition: The importance of 
inferential skills. Cogent Education, 6(1), 1565067. 

• Westby, C. (2012). Assessing and remediating text comprehension problems. In A. G. 
Kamhi & H. W. Catts (Eds.), Language and reading disabilities (3rd ed., pp. 1–23). 
Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson. 



Reading Comprehension Course Guide 

 

 

Additional Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


