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TIPS Planning Form for Infants and Toddlers 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

 

Book Title: Baby Animals in the Snow   Author: Kingfisher 

 

T: Tune In 

 Engage the child/children in a playful and loving interaction   

 Capture the child’s/children’s interest in the book you have chosen 
What will you do to tune in and engage the child/children with this book? You could sing “5 little 
snowflakes” to engage your students. The lyrics are as follows: 
 

One little snowflake with nothing to do. 
Along came another and 
Then there were two. 
 
Two little snowflakes laughing with me. 
Along came another, and 
Then there were three. 
 
Three little snowflakes looking for some more. 
Along came another, and 
Then there were four. 
 
Four little snowflakes dancing a jive. 
Along came another, and 
Then there were five. 
 
Five little snowflakes having so much fun. 
Out came the sun, and 
Then there were none! 

I: Introduce the Book 

• Draw the child/children’s attention to the illustration on the book’s cover.  

• Name the title of the book, briefly tell what it is about, and set the purpose for reading:  “The name 
of this book is __________________” (It looks like… See this …This book is about …).    

             “Let’s read the book and find out (state purpose).   
What will you say to introduce this book?  
The name of our book is Baby Animals in the Snow.  I see this polar bear lying down in the snow! Let’s read 
and find out what other animals do in the snow! 
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P: Promote Language 

Engage in Responsive Interactions throughout the read: 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”.  

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story.  “Let’s turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 

 P.A.T. the Vocabulary: 
Which words will you select to  

Point, Act, Tell? 

Talk around the 
Book: 

Use Think Alouds  
What comments will 
you make to explain 

character’s actions and 
feelings, and connect 

events? 

Page # Point Act Tell Your Think Aloud 
Comment  

1,2 Artic fox, paws, 

coat 

Walk (move your 

feet, saying crunch, 

crunch!) 

Paws- feet 

Thick coat – he 

has lots of fur 

I see that this fox 

has so much fur, 

so that he can 

stay warm in the 

cold snow! 

3,4 Snow monkey Cold (shiver), 

Swim (move arms in 

swimming motion), 

Splish Splash (act out 

splashing) 

Springs - water Look at the 

monkey holding 

that big 

snowball! When 

he gets really 

cold in the snow, 

he gets in hot 

water and 

warms up! 
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5,6 Penguin Cozy, snuggle (wrap 

arms around self) 

 Look at the baby 

penguin! He 

stays tucked 

under his 

mommy or 

daddy to stay 

warm in the 

snow. 

7,8 Snow leopard, 

fur, face 

Long (show with 

hands), asleep (tuck 

hands under head 

and close eyes), 

purrrrr 

Fluffy fur - lots 

of soft fur 

This leopard has 

so much soft fur! 

I bet that helps 

him stay warm 

when he is in the 

cold snow! 

9,10 Polar bear, paws Large (move hands 

apart to show), walk, 

swim, grrrrrr 

Large - big I see this baby 

polar bear sitting 

in the snow! He 

has very big 

paws that help 

him walk in the 

snow and ice! 

11,12 Arctic wolf, fur, 

snow 

Spot (put hands over 

eyes, like searching), 

hoowwwlll! 

Spot - see Oh, this baby 

wolf is not white 

yet, so we can 

see him in the 
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snow! But he will 

turn white when 

he gets bigger, 

and we won’t be 

able to spot him 

in the white 

snow! 

13,14 Seal, water Drink (pretend to 

hold cup to mouth), 

“yum, yum” 

Tasty- yummy What a cute 

baby seal, lying 

in the snow! I 

bet that he will 

get fish from this 

water when he 

gets bigger!  

S: Summarize the Book 
 Restate the purpose of the read “We just read about a lot of baby animals who live in the snow. Let’s 

look back at all of the animals.” 

 Encourage children to point to pictures that show meaning of key words or, if they are talking, to use 

key vocabulary to name pictures. 

 Ask simple questions about events, characters’ actions or feelings:  

What questions will you ask children about the events and characters in this book?  

Where is the polar bear? (in the snow) 

Who keeps the baby penguin warm? 

What animal is this? 

Where is the leopard’s fur? 

 Respond to the child’s answers by promoting language:  

o Acknowledge answer or give  the answer for infants and young toddlers 
o Provide supports as the child responds 
o Model vocabulary and well-formed sentences 

 

Note: Keep in mind it’s most important to model turn-taking in conversation and to model the vocabulary and 

language you want the child to use eventually.  It is not so important to ask the child to recall specific details.   

mailto:Rollinsinfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org


 

                                                      
This material is copyright protected by the Rollins Center for Language & Literacy at the Atlanta 
Speech School. Please reproduce for use with teachers, leaders, and parents. For more 
information, contact the Rollins Center at Rollinsinfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org. 

 
Rollins Center for Language & Literacy 

 

  

 

How will you support children’s language in their answers?  

Pair questions with actions, to encourage nonverbal children to act out answers. 

Reinforce actions by giving words to go with actions.  

Provide questions and answers for young infants. 

 

Extend the Book   
 Implement extension activities during other times of the day (e.g., indoor or outdoor play, center time, 

small group) and explain how they connect to the book you read.  

What will you plan to extend the book to other times of the day and reinforce vocabulary of the book?  

Activity Materials Needed  Focus Vocabulary 

Place pictures of winter animals, as 
seen in the book, on the walls of 
your classroom at eye level for 
children.  
 

Pictures of animals in the snow Snow, cold, fur, paws, face, 
warm 

Allow your toddlers to play in water 
tables with both cold and warm 
water.  
 

Water table, water, cups and other 
water toys 

Cold, warm 

Place some toy animals in your 
classroom that you have also found 
in the book (penguins, wolf, polar 
bear). Allow children to use animals 
in imaginative play. 
 

Assorted winter animal toys. Penguin, polar bear, fox, 
wolf, seal, fur, paws, face, 
cold, snow 

Find the Perfect Pair   
What informational/storybook might go well with this book, to support children’s knowledge and 
understanding? 
That’s Not My Snowman by Usborne 

Adaptations for DLLs  
What adaptations will you make to increase the understanding and participation of the dual language 
learners in your classroom?  

 What languages are represented in your classroom? 
___________________________________________ 

 Is this book available in these languages? 
____________________________________________________ 

 Does the book avoid cultural stereotypes? ___________________________________________________ 

 If you don’t speak the home language(s), who can read the book with DLLs in their home language(s)? A 
family member? A community volunteer? Another teacher?  ____________________________________ 

 What other language/cultural resources are available to you? 
___________________________________ 

mailto:Rollinsinfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org


 

                                                      
This material is copyright protected by the Rollins Center for Language & Literacy at the Atlanta 
Speech School. Please reproduce for use with teachers, leaders, and parents. For more 
information, contact the Rollins Center at Rollinsinfo@AtlantaSpeechSchool.org. 

 
Rollins Center for Language & Literacy 

 

  

 Identify a few target words, including some Tier 1 words, and phrases in the book to learn in the home 
language: 

 

 Do you need any props or materials? 
________________________________________________________ 

 How do you plan to support the conversation with dual language learners? What will you need to keep in 
mind? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

 What other books on this topic could you read that reflect the cultures and languages of the children you 
teach? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
____ 

Vocabulary in English Words in Child(ren)’s home language(s) 

 Home Language 1 Home Language 2 

Snow   

Cold   

Warm   

Walk   
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