
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Oral Language Activities for Morning Meeting 

Morning meetings build community, support academic and social-emotional goals, and create a positive and 
engaging classroom environment. The specific activities and timeframes vary depending on the needs of 
the students. Morning meetings are also an excellent opportunity to build oral language skills. This resource 
offers suggestions for oral language-building activities that can be used in various parts of a typical morning 
meeting. 

Times listed below are suggested. The total time for the morning meeting should be 10-20 minutes, with 
different components lasting longer on different days. 

Teacher Tips: 

• Be mindful of which children talk most often, and limit teacher talk. 

• Encourage students to draw from their entire linguistic repertoire to communicate. 

• Encourage students to share aspects of their culture that make them who they are. 

• Celebrate differences. 

Greeting (2-5 minutes) 

Welcome students to the classroom with a greeting activity to build community and create a positive 
classroom environment. 

Activity Description Example 

Honor the First Language 

Students greet each other using the 
first language of their 
classmates. Tip: Introduce one 
language at a time and allow 
students to choose the language 
other students use to greet them. 

• Good morning! (English) 
• Buenos dias! (Spanish) 
• Suprabhāta! (Gujarati) 
• Sabah al-khair! (Arabic) 



  

  
 
  
 

 

  
 

  
  
 

   
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Oral Language Activities for Morning Meeting 

Message (5-10 minutes) 

The written message might include reminders about the day’s schedule or upcoming events and an 
introduction to a new topic or theme. 

Activity Description Example 

Letter to the Class 

Use a letter to the class to model 
concepts of print. Read the message 
aloud and discuss. 

Tip: consider phonics skills, 
morphemes, or vocabulary words 
students need practice with and 
incorporate those into the letter to 
prompt further discussion. 

• Dear Class, Today we will 
examine a substance called 
oobleck to determine if it is a 
solid or a liquid. 

Question of the Day 

Pose a thought-provoking question to 
the class and allow students to share 
their thoughts and opinions. Connect 
questions to relevant content, books, or 
events. 

Tip: Question of the day is a great time to 
introduce new accountable talk stems. 

• Which of these two books 
are your favorites? 

• Which geographic locations 
we’ve studied this week would 
you like to visit? 

• Which character from the story 
do you relate to most? Why? 

Rhyme/Poem/ Tongue Twister of 
theweek 

Have students practice reading a poem, 
nursery rhyme, or tongue 
twister. This activity can be fun and 
engaging, and it helps students 
develop phonologic  sensitivity and 
phonemic awareness. 

Tip: Consider the first languages spo-
ken by the children in your class. Plan 
activities that allow for practice with 
phonemes that do not exist in those 
languages and include visuals to support 
students’ understanding of the tongue 
twisters or rhymes. 

The following examples focus on 
the /sh/ sound, which does not 
exist in Spanish. 

• She sells seashells on the 
seashore. 

• Should Sheila sell seashells, or 
should she sell shoes? 

• Sam’s shop stocks short, 
spotted socks. 

Idiom of the week 

Teach idioms explicitly and provide 
opportunities for students to use 
them in context both receptively and 
expressively. 

Tip: Teaching idioms explicitly, rather 
than having students guess their 
meaning supports children navigating 
English as a second language and 
children with autism spectrum disorder. 

Receptive: 

Agree or Disagree: Yesterday we 
had a thunderstorm, and it rained 
cats and dogs. 

Expressive: 

Which of the idioms we have stud-
ied describes the type of weather 
we had yesterday? 



 

 

 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 

Oral Language Activities for Morning Meeting 

Group Activity (5-10 minutes) 

Lead a group activity that builds social skills and supports academic goals, such as a game that 
reinforces math or literacy skills or a discussion about a social-emotional topic (choose one). 

Activity Description Example 

Vocabulary Practice 

Play games to review previously taught 
vocabulary. Games should encourage 
children to use the words expressively, 
not just recognize or remember words. 

Tip: Plan to review vocabulary on a 
schedule to promote better retention of 
words. 

• Vocabulary charades 
• Vocabulary headbands 
• Prove It 
• This or That 

Role Play 

Role-play activities allow students to 
practice using language in real-life 
situations. Students act out scenarios 
from books to engage with the 
socialemotional aspect of what’s 
happening in a story. 

Tip: Emphasize characters’ thoughts and 
feelings, motivation, and mood. 

• These two characters are 
arguing. How should each 
respond to resolve their issues? 

Debate 

Choose a topic and divide the class 
into two groups. Each group is tasked 
with presenting one side of the 
debate. 

Tip: Encourage students to use 
accountable talk stems as they debate. 

• Which historical figure showed 
more courage? 

• Two characters from the story 
are running for class president. 
Who is a better candidate? 
Why? 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Oral Language Activities for Morning Meeting 

Share Time (5-10 minutes) 

Students can share something about themselves or their experiences (choose one). 

Activity Description Example 

Share Your News 

Students share something that happened 
to them. 

Tip: Encourage classmates to ask 
questions that will lead students to use 
descriptive language to make their stories 
more interesting. 

• Weekend news 
• The best thing that happened 

yesterday 
• Life events 
• Cultural events 

Show and Tell 

Students bring an object from home 
related to a content area topic. 
Students discuss how it is related to the 
content being taught, deepening their 
background knowledge of the topic. 

Tip: Change it up a bit: the student 
describes the object without showing it 
to the class. Classmates try to guess what 
the object is. 

• Interesting rocks during a 
geology unit 

• Seeds or flowers during a unit 
on plants 

• A photograph that evokes an 
emotion discussed in a story 

• An object that connects to a 
vocabulary word 

Student of the day 

Students take turns being the student 
of the day. Classmates ask questions 
and the student of the day answers. The 
teacher facilitates a class discussion, 
using the TALK ladder to scaffold student 
language and charting student responses. 

Tip: Older students can share a document 
they prepared in advance. 

Skills to Include: 

• Concepts of print 
• Phoneme-grapheme 

correspondence 
• Alphabet knowledge 
• Sentence structure (syntax) 
• Morphology 

Closing (2-5 minutes) 

Lead a brief reflection activity, such as a mindfulness exercise, and explain what’s coming next to 
help students transition into the rest of their day. 


