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Equality  ·  Choice ·  Voice  ·  Dialogue  ·  Reflection  ·  Reciprocity  ·  Praxis 



 

 

Older Toddlers Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Kindness, Social Emotional Development, Sharing, Gratitude, Community 
                             

                       

  

 

                                                                             

DECEMBER INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 

HOW CAN WE TAKE CARE OF OURSELVES AND EACH OTHER? WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SHOW KINDNESS? 

Use child directed 
speech, touch, 
and a joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 

experiences while 
reading.

Model book handling 
skills without 

interrupting the flow 
of the story. “Let’s 

turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 
key vocabulary to 

name pictures.

After reading, ask 
open-ended 

questions about 
events and the 

actions and feelings 
of characters.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Supports for Dual Language Learners
Prepare for your read aloud:

•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant and elefante (Spanish). 
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even 

when the book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 

When you are ready to read the book: 
•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Ideally, reads with DLLs should be done in small groups. You can group children who speak the same first language together. 

During the read:
•Ideally, when possible, read the book in English with DLLs in a small group.
•Make connections for focus words between English and first language. For example, you can say “hello/hola (oh-lah) is how you say hello in Spanish" while waving. 
•Point out cognates. For example, you can say, “visit is visitar (bee-see-tahr) in Spanish."

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song!



 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 

Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words depending on 
the stage of language development of the children in your classroom. 

For DLLs, you may need to also include some Tier 1 words as focus 
words. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in playful 
and loving interactions and capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to 
the illustration on 
the book’s 
cover. Name the 
title of the book 
and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to 
the introductory 
statement.  
(Include an example of 
open-ended question.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Say Hello! 
by Rachel 
Isadora  

Hello/hola (oh-lah) 

Visit/visitar (bee-see-tahr) 

Greet/saludar (sah-loo-dahr): to say hello/decir hola 

Language/idioma (ee-dyoh-mah)  

Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): people who take care of 
and help each other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan 

PAT: 
P: Carmelita, Mama, Manny, point to people who she greets through 
the day, Abeula Rosa A: hurried, wave and greet with each word, say 
each greeting with a friendly voice T: (Check the pronunciation in the 
back and the language her friends are using before you read! Make 
notes in the book to remember the pronunciation and language for 
when you tell the children.) Buenos Dias, Konichiwa, Shalom, Jambo, 
Bonjour, Al salaam a’alaykum, Ciao, Ni Hao, Hola, “woof” 

Sing –  

Hello Around the World Song 

Hello, hello everybody (x2), hello (New Zealand) 
Kia ora, kia ora tatou (x2), kia ora (Maori) 
Ni hao, ni hao pengyou (x2), ni hao(Chinese) 
Hi there, hi there buddy (x2), hi there (American) 
More, goeie more, goeie more (x2), almal (African) 
Hallo, hallo beste vriendjes (x2), hallo (Dutch) 
G 'day, g 'day old mate (x2), g 'day (Australian) 
Bula, bula vinaka (x2), bula (Fijian) 
Bonjour, bonjour mes amis (x2), bonjour (French) 
Konnichiwa, dozo yoroshiku (x2), konnichiwa 
(Japanese) 
Talofa, talofa tamaiti (x2), Talofa (Samoan) 
Namaste, namaste bachai (x2), namaste! (Indian: 
Hindi) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bswEIC4QrsY 

In this book we 
are going to go on 
a walk with 
Carmelita and her 
dog to say hello 
to her friends 
from all who 
speak many 
languages! Let’s 
read and see how 
she says hello to 
her friends! 

We just read about the 
many ways that 
Carmelita says hello to 
her friends. Let’s look 
back at some of them 
and try them too! What 
are ways that you say 
hello to your family and 
friends when you see 
them? 

Why do they say that 
Manny, the dog, speaks 
many languages too? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABCs of 
Kindness 

by Samantha 
Berger  

Act of Kindness/acto de bondad (ahk-toh  deh  bohn-dahd): doing 
something nice for others/hacer algo amable por otros 

Empathy/empatía (ehm-pah-tee-ah): to think about how someone else 
might feel/cuando piensas en lo que otra persona siente 

Helping/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): doing something for someone else that 
they want or need/hacer algo bueno por otra persona que lo necesita 

Understanding/comprensible (kohm-prehn-see-bleh): thinking about 
other people and how they feel and what they need/ pensar en otra 
persona y cómo se debe estar sientiendo 

Gratitude/gratitud (grah-tee-tood): feeling thankful/sentirse 
agradecidos  

PAT: 
P: point to children being kind on each page, point out on last page how 
children are saying hello in their own language A: smile, hugs, joining 
hands, quiet T: brightening, donating, offering, protecting, volunteering  

Sing –  

The ABC Song 

The name of the 
book is ABC’s of 
Kindness - in this 
picture I see 
children sharing 
acts of kindness. 
Let’s see what 
kind things that 
they do! 

We just read about 
many ways that we can 
be kind to each other. 
Let’s look back at some 
of them and see how 
children were kind. 
How were they kind? 
How do you show acts 
of kindness? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bswEIC4QrsY


 

 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 

Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words depending on 
the stage of language development of the children in your classroom. 

For DLLs, you may need to also include some Tier 1 words as focus words. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and 
loving interactions and 
capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in the 
book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement.  
(Include an example of 
open-ended question.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Plant a Kiss 
by Amy Krouse 

Rosenthal 

Gather/reunir (rreyoo-neer): to come together/juntar  

Greet/saludar (sah-loo-dahr): to say hello/decir hola 

Bliss/dicha (dee-chah): so much happiness/mucha felicidad 

Belief/creencia (kreh-ehn-syah): an idea that we believe to be true/idea o 
pensamiento que creemos es cierto   

Everywhere/en todas partes (ehn  toh-dahs  pahr-tehs): all over the 
place/en todas partes 

Plant/plantar o sembrar (plahn-tahr  o  sehm-brahr): to put in the ground 
so it can grow/poner una semilla en la tierra para que pueda crecer 

PAT: 
P: water, sunshine, kiss, sprout, bow A: pout, water, greet, wait, shout, 
stare T: repeat, doubt, declared, rare, bare, dare, gather, endless 

Sing – 

We Are Kind 

 
We are kind. We are kind.  

We help and share together! 
 

We are kind. We are kind. 
Kindness makes things 

better. 

(To the tune of “Jingle Bells”) 

In this book, the little girl is 
planting kisses. I know about 
planting seeds but not 
kisses! Let’s read and see 
what will happen!  

We just read about this 
little girl who planted 
kisses instead of seeds! 
Let’s look back and talk 
about what happened 
next! Why do you think 
she planted kisses?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Se Amable  
Be Kind 

by Livia Lemgruber  

Invite/invitar (een-bee-tahr): when we ask someone to do something 
with us/cuando queremos que alguien nos acompañe en algo  

Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to others /dar nuestras 
cosas a otros 

Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of something or someone/cuidar de 
algo o de alguien 

Kind/amable (ah-mah-blay): to be helpful, gentle, and nice to others/ser 
útil, gentil y amable con los demás 

PAT: 
P: grandmother, tamales, dolls, shop (carrying food in bags), write a letter 
A: sing, carry water T: cheer, donates, charity, bakery 

Sing – 
We Share Kindness 

 
We share kindness.  
We share kindness.                        

Yes, its true- yes we do. 
 

When we help each other-
share with one another, 

We feel kindness too,        
 we share kindness too! 

(To the tune of “Where is 
Thumbkin?”) 

There are so many big and 
small ways that we can be 
kind every day. This book 
shows us many ways we can 
be kind. Let’s read to see 
how the children in this 
story are kind to others.  

We just read about so 
many big and small ways 
people show kindness to 
each other every day. 
Let’s look back and see 
how they were kind. What 
are some ways to be 
kind? What are ways you 
are kind to others? What 
are ways others are kind 
to you?  

 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Say Hello
Hello/hola (oh-lah)
Visit/visitar (bee-see-tahr)
Greet/saludar (sah-loo-dahr): to say hello/decir hola
Language/idioma (ee-dyoh-mah)	
Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): people who take care of and help each other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan

ABCs of Kindness
Act of Kindness/acto de bondad (ahk-toh  deh  bohn-dahd): doing something nice for others/hacer algo amable por otros
Empathy/empatía (ehm-pah-tee-ah): to think about how someone else might feel/cuando piensas en lo que otra persona siente
Helping/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): doing something for someone else that they want or need/hacer algo bueno por otra persona que lo necesita
Understanding/comprensible (kohm-prehn-see-bleh): thinking about other people and how they feel and what they need/pensar en otra persona y cómo se debe 
estar sientiendo
Gratitude/gratitud (grah-tee-tood): feeling thankful/sentirse agradecidos 

Inquiry Questions:  How can we take care of ourselves and each other? 
What does it mean to show kindness?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Invite families to share different greetings in their first language. Use the greetings in the Morning Meeting “Hello Song,” throughout the day, and when you greet 
family members. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz6TuOSDbEs&t=61s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz6TuOSDbEs&t=61s


Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Meal Time:

Bring a special snack to share with 
friends. While passing out the snack, 

emphasize that we are sharing - and that is an 
act of kindness. 

“I am noticing that we are sharing a snack. (Child’s 
name) is sharing some crackers, (A different child’s 

name) is sharing some pretzels…” 

Encourage the children to show their gratitude to 
their friends for these acts of kindness. 

Encourage them to say thank you and 
you’re welcome in their first language 

and the languages of their 
friends!

Circle Time:

Look at photographs of the 
various countries talked about 
in the book and/or countries 

represented by the families of the 
children in your classroom.

If you look on National Geographic 
Kids website and the “Countries” 

section, they have lovely 
pictures from many 
different countries.

Morning Meeting:

Greeting- Sing “Hello Song“ to 
children in their language!

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zz6TuOSDbEs&t=61s

Throughout the day:

Tell children when you see and 
appreciate their acts of kindness, 

empathy, and helping others in the 
classroom community. Notice and be 

specific about what they did that was kind!

Encourage them to notice and express 
gratitude when others take up acts 

of kindness and help them!

Social Emotional:

During Morning Meeting or 
Circle Time, pretend the puppet is 
visiting the classroom and is crying. 

Ask: “How can we have empathy and 
work to understand why the puppet 

is sad? What can we do to be 
helpful and offer understanding 

and kindness?”

Family Connection:

Make a “Hello, Family! Book” for 
each child with pictures of members 

of their family. Look through it with the 
child and ask “who is this? Let’s greet 

them!” Say “Hello, Mommy” and repeat 
with each picture in the family book. 

Try using children’s first language(s) 
to do this.

Say Hello!
by Rachel Isadora 

&
ABCs of Kindness

by Samantha Berger 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz6TuOSDbEs&t=61s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz6TuOSDbEs&t=61s


Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Plant a Kiss
Gather/reunir (rreyoo-neer): to come together/juntar 
Greet/saludar (sah-loo-dahr): to say hello/decir hola
Bliss/dicha (dee-chah): so much happiness/mucha felicidad
Belief/creencia (kreh-ehn-syah): an idea that we believe to be true/idea o pensamiento que creemos es cierto  
Everywhere/en todas partes (ehn toh-dahs pahr-tehs): all over the place/en todas partes
Plant/plantar o sembrar (plahn-tahr  o  sehm-brahr): to put in the ground so it can grow/poner una semilla en la tierra para que pueda crecer

Se Amable Be Kind
Invite/invitar (een-bee-tahr): when we ask someone to do something with us/cuando queremos que alguien nos acompañe en algo 
Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to others/dar nuestras cosas a otros
Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of something or someone/cuidar de algo o de alguien
Kind/amable (ah-mah-blay): to be helpful, gentle, and nice to others/ser útil, gentil y amable con los demás

Inquiry Questions:  How can we take care of ourselves and each other? 
What does it mean to show kindness?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Ask families to send in photos of the child’s loved ones and put them on the wall. Invite children to blow kisses and send love to their family and friends as they 
look at the pictures.



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Math:

Count the kisses: Using number 
cards and a puppet, have the 

puppet hold up a number card 1-5. 
Have the puppet tell the children 
to blow this many kisses. Tell the 
children what the number is and 
count for them as they blow the 

kisses.

Morning Meeting/
Emergent Writing:

Let’s plant kindness: Make a 
shared and illustrated list of 
small and big ways to spread 

love and joy.

Social Emotional:

When you come to the carpet, 
be ready to share one thing 

that each child has done to show 
kindness to others. Thank them 

for being kind.

Art:

Draw or paint a picture of 
someone you love and care 
about or paint something to 
give to someone you care 

about.

Science:

Invite the students go outside 
to plant a kiss, water it, and give it 

sunshine.

Make a kissing plant; use real grass 
seeds.

Write what they believe will happen!

Observe across weeks and 
draw and date your 

observations!

Family Connection:

Create a family book with your 
children. Use the book to say, “We 

have gathered pictures of many people 
who love you in this book.”

Invite them to say “I kiss (name of 
person in photo)” as they give or blow 

a kiss to the picture.

Plant a Kiss
by Amy Krouse Rosenthal

&
Se Amable Be Kind
by Livia Lemgruber 
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