
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 

(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title:  Rainy Weather Days 
Author:  Pam Rosenberg 

 

Tune-In Example 

How will you engage the child/children in a playful and 

loving interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest 

in the book? 

Introduce the Book 

Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

The Umbrella Song 

 

“Down come the rain drops SPLASH, SPLASH, SPLASH 

(stomp your feet); Let’s run for cover DASH, DASH, 

DASH (run in place); Pitter patter, pitter patter, DRIP, 

DRIP, DROP (clap hands in rhythm); I’m under my 

umbrella till the raindrops STOP!” (put up pretend 

umbrella) 

“The name of this book is Rainy Weather Days. This 

book is all about rain. Look, this girl is getting soaked in 

the rain! The raindrops are falling on her face. Let’s read 

and find out what rain is and how raindrops are 

formed.” 

 

*Please note: This book has been selected as an Older 

Toddler informational book geared toward the end of 

the school year. Therefore, the guide for this book 

closely resembles that of a REAL Time book (a strategy 

for preschool students) and will not cover each page of 

the informational text. This book is best paired with 

Rabbits and Raindrops or It’s Mine. 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens 

next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 

1. First, read the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 

props. 3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 

throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions) 



 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell 
Think Alouds 

cover    

We have read many books lately about 

animals in the rain. It made me wonder 

about how rain begins and what causes 

raindrops to fall. So, I looked in the 

index here (go to the back of the book) 

and found the word “clouds”. It told me 

that they were on page 12. And here 

(point to pages 12 and 13) are pictures 

of clouds. 

 

 

12 Clouds Tiny, Crash, Fall  

So now we know that clouds hold lots 

of little raindrops, and that when the 

little raindrops crash into each other, 

they become bigger raindrops. After a 

while, when the big raindrops get too 

heavy, they fall from the clouds as rain. 

13 

Rain clouds, 

Other kinds of 

clouds 

  

See here – not all clouds are rain clouds. 

Some hold raindrops and look really 

dark, but others don’t and they’re 

usually all white. 

14 
Small raindrop, 

Big raindrop 
Tiny, Large  

The small raindrops are hard to see 

because they’re so tiny! But the large 

raindrops are much bigger. 

 

15 
Raindrop Falls  

Look, the raindrop starts off as a circle, 

but as it falls it becomes flatter. It is now 

a part of a puddle. 

16 Meteorologist  

Meteorologist – 

someone who studies 

and knows about 

weather 

I’m thinking that a rain gauge is used to 

tell us exactly how much rain has fallen 

from the clouds by collecting, or 

putting together, the rain. 

Meteorologists then use those 

numbers to keep track of the weather. 

That’s a part of their job. 

 



 

Summarize (after you read) 

How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 

 

• Say “We just read about what raindrops are and 

why they fall from clouds. Let’s look back at some 

of the pictures to remember what we learned.” You 

can encourage children to point to pictures or use 

key vocabulary to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for 

infants and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended 

questions about events, characters’ actions or 

feelings. One example for this book would be “How 

can you tell how much rain has fallen?” or “What 

does a meteorologist do?” 

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting 

language (honor all attempts to communicate, in 

any language). 

Suggested Pages 

for Summarizing 

 

Pg. 12 

Pg. 13 

Pg. 15 

Pg. (index). 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 

1. collect – to put several things 

together  

2. meteorologist – someone who 

studies the weather 

3. rain gauge – something that 

collects and measures the 

amount of rainwater 

 

 

 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 

What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

• Read the book with DLLs first in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read 

the book with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff? 

____________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 

languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools 

like Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your 

classroom: 

1. Collect: reunir (ray-ewn-ear) 

2. Meteorologist: meteorólogo (meh-tay-oh-rol-oh-go) 

3. Rain gauge: pluviómetro (plew-vee-oh-metro) 

 

• What props or materials will you use? ____________________________________________________________ 

• Additional supports for this book: ________________________________________________________________ 

 Remember: 

• Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

• Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections). 



 

• You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book. 

 


