
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Older Toddlers__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:    

What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me? 

How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more beautiful, more joyful, and 
more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves and others? How can we use 

music to change the world? 

What changes will you make to the environment?  
 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 
 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  

 

Focus Words: 

Excited/emocionado (eh-moh-see-yoh-nah-doh): very happy and full of energy/muy feliz y lleno de energía 
Relaxed/relajado (rey-lah-ha-doh):  feel easy, loose, and calm/sentirse bien, suelto, en calmado 
Welcome/bienvenido (be-en-beh-nee-doh): we are so glad you are here/estar muy contento porque estas aquí 
Precious/precioso (preh-see-yoh-soh): very loved/ algo que queremos mucho 
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): everyone in the same place/todos en el mismo lugar 
Additional Spanish words and pronunciations for teachers developing their Spanish:  
Delighted/encantado (en-can-tah-doh): very happy/muy feliz 
Calm/tranquila (tran-key-lah): relaxed/sentirse relajado 
Lullaby/canción de cuna (can-see-on day coo-na): a slow, calm song that helps you relax and go to sleep/una canción que ayuda a calmar y dormir a los bebés 
Prepare/preparer (preh-pah-rahr): to get ready/estar listo 
Complete/completo (com-pleh-toh)  
Change/transformar (trans-for-mar) 
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Class: _Older Toddlers__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 
• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 
• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  
• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  
• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Music/música (MEW-see-kah)  

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 
• Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share these instruments and music 

with your class. Could they come in or send a video and share the song or instrument? Or, can they send you a link to a favorite song? 
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities 

Transitions and throughout the day:  
Check in with children to see how they 

are feeling when they complete 
something, when they to do something 
together with their friends. Notice for 
them when as a class you are changing 

from one part of your routines to 
another. Use the words excited and 

relaxed when appropriate.  

Morning Transition: 
During morning drop off, greet 
the child and family- Welcome 
Jacob, I am so excited you are 

here at school today. Now we are 
together! 

Music and Movement:  
Engage with a child/small group by 

sitting on the floor. Play a diversity of 
music with different tempos and 

dance together- moving the scarves 
to the beat of the music. Together say 

whether the music and movement 
seems excited or relaxed. Announce 
to the child when you are ready to 

change the song. 

Family Connection:  
Ask families to record 

themselves singing a song to 
their child or send in the name 
of one of their favorite songs.   

Nap time/Quiet Time: 
As a child prepares for nap, 

soothe the child with a 
comforting song.  Ask if they 
are feeling relaxed. Do you 

have a special song for 
naptime? 

Focus Books 
Salsa Lullaby  by Jen Arena  

&   
Welcome Song For Baby 

by Richard Van Camp    

Song for Morning Meeting/Individualized Time:  
Welcome, precious (child’s name).  

We love you, yes it’s true!  
We love to be together.  

We’re more complete here now with you.  
(to the tune of “The More We Get Together”) 

 


