
 

 

 

REAL Time 
Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 

 
Read and Explore 

STATE:  Key Concept(s) in the Form of a Question – When we read the book The Little Red Hen (Makes a Pizza), I had some 
questions.  In the story, the Little Red Hen goes to the supermarket, a large grocery store, to buy some flour and other things for 
her pizza dough. After reading, I started thinking more about supermarkets and was wondering how the people that work there 
sort all of the different items that we can buy.  
 
Purpose of the Read (to find out about key concept) – I found this informational text titled Sorting at the Market. Informational 
texts tell us true or real things about something, so in this text we are going to learn about sorting at the market.  Sorting means to 
put things together that are the same, it is a way of organizing things. Let’s read and find out how you can sort things at the 
supermarket. 

 

Push-In and Pull-
Out Key Concepts 

Complex/Sophisticated Storybook:  The Little Red Hen (Makes a Pizza) by 
Philemon Sturges. 

Informational Text(s):  Sorting at the Market by Tracey Steffora 
Key Concept(s):  A supermarket is a large grocery store. Items at the supermarket are 

often sorted by shape, color or size. 
 

Push-In and Pull-Out 
Information Needed to 
Comprehend Complex 

Storybook 



 

 

TEACH:  Information Related to Key Concept(s) - Question I had:  I wonder how you can sort things at the supermarket? 
 
Page # Information to Push -In Text Tool  to Teach  Vocabulary 

3  Table of  contents-  In informational  
texts there is  usually a  table of  
contents page. On this page , we can 
see all  the different topics we can  
learn about in  this book.  Today we 
want to learn about sorting.  To find 
the information we need,  we are going 
to turn to page 10 to see how items 
are sorted by color.   

 

10-11  On this page,  at the very top,  we see 
the word ‘color’  in bold print.  It  is 
darker than the other words because 
it tells  us that this word is  important.   

Sort- to organize 
things,  to put 
things together 
that are the same  

12 Look! They sorted the 
peppers by color. They put 
the yellow peppers in one 
basket, the green peppers 
in a basket, and the red 
peppers in  a basket. So we 
just learned that you can 
sort things by color.  

  

14 Here they separate d or 
sorted the fish by size. The  
bigger fish are together 

At the top,  we see the word ‘size’ in  
bold print.  That means we will  learn 
about size on this page.  

 



 

 

and the smaller fish are 
together.  So you can also 
sort things by size.  

16 Oh, they’ve sorted the 
tomatoes by size. Some of 
them are bigger (point) and 
some of  them are smaller 
(point).  

  

20 It looks l ike they’ve sorted 
the bread by shape here.  

 Round,  Oval- 
different shapes  

 
 

Ask and Learn 
ASK:  Question Related to Key Concept – How are things sorted  at the supermarket? (turn back to pages in 
the book if  children need help remembering the different ways to sort  things. )  
Possible Answers 

- Color 
- Size 
- Shape 

 

 

RESPOND: 
-  Take note of children’s  interests and follow through/explore at  the appropriate time.  
-  Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.  
-  Use correct syntax.  



 

 

-  Model rich vocabulary.  
-  Build on children’s statements by adding more information.  



 

 

 


