
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh): being one of a kind/ ser uno solo, que no hay más de lo mismo 

Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al): being one of a kind/ ser diferente de otras cosas

Compare/comparar (kohm-pah-rahr): noticing how two things are the same or different/ fijarse en cómo si dos cosas se parecen o son diferentes

In common/en común (ehn koh-moon): having something that is the same as someone else/ tener algo que es igual a otra persona 

Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): not the same/ que no es lo mismo 

Main Idea: Everyone in the world has special lives that are unique and different.

Inquiry Questions:  Who am I? Why do I matter?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: Invite families to discuss, complete, and send in to school the Family Language and Culture Survey on Cox Campus, so that we can all learn 
more about the families in the classroom and how our families are the same and different. This is important for our efforts to create a culturally preserving and 
honoring classroom for each child and family. 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 

map, and DLL visual supports. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple lan-

guages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Same, Same but Different: Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh), Compare/comparar (kohm-pah-rahr), Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Art: 

Use collage, straw 
blown or coffee filter 

art to create a beautiful 
peacock.

 

Music 
and 

Movement:

Introduce Bollywood 
dancing from India by 
watching and dance to 

‘Get Moving With Rupla-
Bollywood Dancing for 

Kids 1’  on YouTube. 

Morning 
Meeting: 

Pair children together 
who are wearing a similar 
color and then talk about 
their differences (color/

type of clothing, etc.)

Family 
Connection: 

Parents can send in 
stamps or postcards from 

their home country and say 
how long it took to reach 

its destination. 

Small 
Group: 

Make or purchase different 
types of bread from different 

cultures (loaf of bread, naan, pita, 
etc.) Compare what the children 

notice to be the same and different 
about the breads. Discuss the 

special ways children eat bread 
around the world. 

Family 
Connection and 

Classroom Community:

Make a family classroom 
quilt using either photographs 

or drawn pictures of the 
children’s families and 

communities.

Technology: 

Using Google earth 
(https://earth.google.com/

web/@0,0,0a,22251752.77
375655d,35y,0h,0t,0r) explore 

different areas of the world and 
what the children notice to be 

unique to the location you 
select.

Block 
Area: 

Post pictures from the 
story around the block 

area. Encourage students 
to build Elliot’s world and 
Kailash’s world based off 
what they learned in the 

story.

 

Same, Same but Different 
by Jenny Sue 

Kostecki-Shaw

Dramatic 
Play: 

Include a map of the world 
or globe in the dramatic play 

along with nonfiction books about 
other countries. Children can pretend 

where they want to travel to and discuss 
what they think would be the same 
or different from where they live. 
Consider including plane tickets, 
luggage, and other travel items 

in the center. 

Small 
Group 

(Literacy):

Students will draw a picture 
of his/her home/family/

school and dictate a 
sentence to the teacher.
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