
Oral Language Glossary
This glossary supports the Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy course.

Lesson 1: Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy

• Expressive Language: the ability to communicate thoughts and feelings verbally and nonverbally
• Intentional, Pre-Linguistic Phase: children communicate intentionally, but not with words, instead   
 they communicate through cries and gestures
• Language: the comprehension and/or use of a spoken, written, or other communication system.          
 Language is rule-driven
• Linguistic Phase: children communicate intentionally with words
• Nonverbal Communication: conveying information through facial expressions, gestures and body       
 language
• Pre-Intentional Phase: children communicate through cries, body movements, and sounds, but they  
 don’t yet communicate with purpose
• Receptive Language: the ability to understand information communicated verbally and nonverbally
• Verbal Communication: conveying information through spoken words
• Executive Function: a set of skills/cognitive processes that help regulate behavior - attention, planning,  
 flexibility, working memory, inhibition, and self-monitoring or metacognition

Lesson 2: Creating an Environment for Language Development

• Bidialectal: someone who speaks more than one dialect
• Biliterate: someone who reads and writes in two languages
• Dialect: a form of language specific to a region or social group
• Dialect Density: the degree of dialect within a speaker’s oral language
• Dual Immersion: program in which students speak half their school day learning English and half the  
 school day learning a second language
• English Learner: multilingual students who qualify for ESOL (English to Speakers of Other Languages)  
 services
• General American English/Academic English: the variation of English used in writing and most         
 commonly used in mainstream media by reporters, politicians, and presumably, the language used by   
 classroom teachers. closely related to the language of text
• Metalinguistic Awareness: consciously thinking about language and reflecting on how it is used,          
 includes phonemic awareness, morphological awareness, syntactic awareness, semantic awareness,   
 and awareness of social communication
• Monolingual: speaking only one language
• Multilingual: speaking two or more languages
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Lesson 3: Phonology and Phonetics

• Decoding: converting print to sounds in speech
• Encoding: converting speech sounds to print
• Grapheme: Any letter or letter combination that represents a phoneme - a grapheme may be 1-4        
 letters
• Orthographic Mapping: a cognitive process, the formation of letter-sound connections to bond      
 words and spellings into memory
• Phonology: the study of speech sounds (phonemes) in a language and the rules for using and            
 combining phonemes
� Phonetics: the study of speech sounds and their production, articulation, classification
� Phonological Awareness: awareness of the sound structure of a language, includes word,   
 onsetrime, syllable, and phonemic awareness levels

			

	à Phonemic Awareness: the ability to recognize and manipulate individual phonemes in   
spoken words, subcomponent of phonological awareness	

• Phoneme: the smallest unit of sound in a language
• Phonotactics: rules that govern how phonemes in a language can be put together

Lesson 4: Morphology

• Cognates: related words between languages that come from the same ancestral language
• Morpheme: the smallest meaningful unit of language
• Morphological Awareness: knowledge and understanding of morphemes
• Morphology: the system of language that governs the structure of words

Lesson 5: Syntax

• Affixes: a letter or group of letters that form a new word with a different meaning when added to       
 the beginning or the end of a word
• Prefix: an affix at the beginning of a word
• Suffix: an affix at the end of a word
• Syntactic Awareness: awareness and understanding of the way we put words together when we’re  
 speaking and writing
• Syntax: the system that governs how words are organized in phrases and sentences
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Lesson 6: Semantics

• Lexicon: mental dictionary
• Semantics: the system that governs the meaning and context of words
� Lexical Semantics: the study of word meaning and word relationships
� Sentential Semantics: the study of the meanings of phrases, clauses, and sentences

• Semantic Awareness: the ability to understand and use words appropriately in different contexts,        
 including consideration of the relationships between words, definitions, synonyms, antonyms, and      
 how words can be combined to form sentences
• Tier 1 Vocabulary: basic words (ex: table, boy, happy)
• Tier 2 Vocabulary: high utility words that occur across subjects and domains (ex: concern, complex,    
 reasonable)
• Tier 3 Vocabulary: subject specific, technical words (ex: phonology, syntax, semantics)
• Vocabulary Depth: how much is known about a word
• Vocabulary Breadth: how many words are known

Lesson 7: Oral Language Routines that Support Deep Literacy

• Figurative Language: language that does not use the literal meaning of words (includes idioms,           
 hyperbole, metaphor, similies); children should be able to both understand and use figurative language  
 in their social communication
• Idioms: a phrase that cannot be understood by understanding the meanings of each word (ex: raining  
 cats and dogs)
• Social Communication: the component of language involving the social aspects of spoken and written  
 language - it includes social interaction, social cognition, language processing, and pragmatics
� Social Interaction: communication between two or more people
� Social Cognition: mental processes involved in perceiving, interpreting and understanding social          
 information
� Language Processing: the understanding (receptive) and production (expressive) of all components  
 of language
� Pragmatics: the set of rules we follow during social interactions




