
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

That’s Not My Elephant
Elephant/elefante (eh-leh-fahn-teh)
Search/buscar (boos-kahr): to look for/buscar
Bumpy/abultado (ah-bool-tah-doh): up and down/algo de gran tamaño
Rough/áspero (ahs-peh-roh): hard, not smooth/que no es suave 
Smooth/suave (swah-beh): flat, no bumps

Touch and Feel: Wild Animals
Feel/sentir (sehn-teer)
Animal/animal (ah-nee-mahl)
Soft/suave (swah-beh): not hard/lo opuesto a duro 
Sticky/pegajoso (peh-gah-hoh-soh): something that sticks easily, or something too sweet/que se pega fácilmente, o alguien demasiado dulce 
Stomp/pisar muy fuerte (pee-sahr  mwee  fwehr-teh): pick your feet up and down loudly/mover los pies muy fuertemente 

Inquiry Questions:   How does the world work? How are living things connected to each other and to 
the earth?  What do all living things need?  How and why do they change and grow?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Which animal is your child most interested in? Do you have any pets? We will include these animals in our conversations at school.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Art:

Use plastic 
animals and dip 

them in paint. Invite the 
children to paint on paper.

Sensory:

Add a bin of different objects 
with different textures – bumpy 
balls, smooth balls, soft fabric. 
Have conversations with the 

children about the various 
textures.

Outdoor:

Hide a plastic or stuffed 
animal inside the classroom 

or outside and search for the 
animal.

Sensory:

Add plastic animals to a 
sand box or to a water 

bin.

Movement:

Pretend to move like 
different animals. 

Jump like a frog! 

Stomp like an elephant!

 

Family Connection:

Ask families to share which 
animals children are most 

interested in. Include those 
animals in your activities and 

conversations at school.

That’s Not My Elephant 
by Fionna Watt

&
Touch and Feel: Wild Animals 

by DK


