
Data Driven Instruction Course Syllabus

The International Dyslexia Association’s (IDA) Knowledge and Practice Standards for Teachers of Reading 
Coursework is aligned with IDA’s Knowledge and Practice Standards (KPS) for Teachers of Reading. The 
KPS outline the knowledge and skill that all teachers of reading should possess. Standard 1 addresses 
foundational concepts, derived from interdisciplinary research, about reading development and reading 
difficulties. Standard 2 covers knowledge of diverse reading profiles, including dyslexia. Standard 3 pertains 
to knowledge of assessment. Standard 4 addresses Structured LiteracyTM teaching, offering detailed 
guidance with regard to the nature of effective instruction in each major domain (phonological sensitivity 
and phoneme awareness; phonics and word recognition; reading fluency; vocabulary; listening and reading 
comprehension; and written expression). Standard 4 also offers guidance regarding expectations for teachers 
engaged in field work or practicum (e.g., in interpretation of assessments, planning differentiated instruction, 
lesson design, corrective feedback, and so forth). Standard 5 delineates ethical standards for the profession. A 
copy of the KPS can be found here: https://app.box.com/s/21gdk2k1p3bnagdfz1xy0v98j5ytl1wk.  

Course Instructor
	o Cox Campus, written by Makini Coleman and Alistair Smick and facilitated by Makini Coleman and 
Alistair Smick

	o info@coxcampus.org 

Course Description
	o The purpose of this course is to equip teachers with knowledge about data-driven instruction. 
The course will give teachers tools to implement targeted assessment practices, analyze data and 
provide explicit instruction in their classrooms.

Course Calendar 
	o This course is 100% online and asynchronous. Simply register for your FREE Cox Campus account, 
select the course, and begin. This delivery style allows you to complete the course at the time and 
pace that works best for your schedule.

Required Assignments
	o In Course Knowledge Checks – these will cover content delivered via the on-screen facilitator and 
through accountable readings and are made up of several question types, including: 

	o Multiple Choice
	o Select All That Apply
	o True/False
	o Drag and Drop
	o Fill in the Blank

End of Course Assessment
	o At the end of this course, you will take an End of Course Assessment to gauge your knowledge of 
the material presented. You must score an 80% or above to pass the assessment and receive credit 
for the course. You will receive explicit feedback on any questions you answer incorrectly. You will 
then have the opportunity to go back and review the sections you missed questions from before 
reattempting the assessment.

https://app.box.com/s/21gdk2k1p3bnagdfz1xy0v98j5ytl1wk
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End of Course Assessment
	o Please note: this End of Course Assessment only gauges your comprehension of the topic covered 
in this specific course. In order to earn IDA Program Completion, you will need to complete all Cox 
Campus Structured Literacy coursework, including passing the End of Course Assessment on each, 
then pass the Exit Exam (a comprehensive final exam covering all required KPS knowledge areas 
that have been covered in the structured literacy courses).

	o At the end of this course, you will take an End of Course Assessment to gauge your knowledge of 
the material presented. You must score an 80% or above to pass the assessment and receive credit 
for the course. You will receive explicit feedback on any questions you answer incorrectly. You will 
then have the opportunity to go back and review the sections you missed questions from before 
reattempting the assessment.

	o Please note: this End of Course Assessment only gauges your comprehension of the topic covered 
in this specific course. In order to earn IDA Program Completion, you will need to complete all Cox 
Campus Structured Literacy coursework, including passing the End of Course Assessment on each, 
then pass the Exit Exam (a comprehensive final exam covering all required KPS knowledge areas 
that have been covered in the structured literacy courses).

Accountable Reading
Throughout this course you will be presented with REQUIRED accountable reading(s). Take all the 
time you need to read and synthesize the information in each reading. You will be presented with 
knowledge checks to verify your understanding when you return to the course.

Accountable Readings for Data Driven Instruction:
	o Lesson 1, Step 1: Data-Driven Instruction Course Guide
	o Lesson 1, Step 1, 9: Validity vs. Reliability
	o Lesson 1, Step 3: Unraveling the Reading Rope: The Multifaceted Nature of Skilled Reading
	o Lesson 1, Step 3: Unraveling Scarborough’s Reading Rope
	o Lesson 1, Step 5: Assessment FOR/AS/OF Learning Comparison Chart
	o Lesson 1, Step 7, 15: Criterion vs. Norm Referenced 
	o Lesson 1, Step 7: 7 Smart, Fast Ways to Do Formative Assessment
	o Lesson 1, Step 8, 9: RTI Roadmap 
	o Lesson 1, Step 9: Best Practice for RTI: Universal Screening
	o Lesson 1, Step 15: Overview of Formal Diagnostic Assessments
	o Lesson 1, Step 15: 14 Dyslexia Tests Clinicians Like
	o Lesson 2, Step 1: Diagnostic Assessment Decision Trees
	o Lesson 2, Step 1: RTI Roadmap
	o Lesson 2, Step 13, 14, 15: Pre-Decoding Assessment Bundle
	o Lesson 2, Step 14: Building Phonemic Awareness and Why it Matters
	o Lesson 2, Step 14: Phoneme Blending and Segmentation Video
	o Lesson 2, Step 21: Assessment Recommendations
	o Lesson 2, Step 21: Error Analysis: Be Smarter than Your Assessments
	o Lesson 3, Step 1, 2, 3: Analyzing Student Data Guiding Questions: 3 Lenses
	o Lesson 3, Step 1: Data Based Decision Making
	o Lesson 3, Step 1: Problem Solving Steps
	o Lesson 3, Step 5: Editable Student Data Profile
	o Lesson 3, Step 5: Editable Classroom Data Profile
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Accountable Readings for Data Driven Instruction:
	o Lesson 3, Step 7: Creating Flexible Groups Based on Data
	o Lesson 4, Step 1: Instructional Decision Tree
	o Lesson 4, Step 1: Assessment Decision Tree
	o Lesson 4, Step 1: RTI Roadmap 
	o Lesson 5, Step 2: Making Learning Goals Clear to Students
	o Lesson 5, Step 14, 15: Affirmative and Corrective Feedback
	o Lesson 5, Step 15: K3 TALK Ladder
	o Lesson 5, Step 17: Explicit Instruction Checklist

Research References:
The development of this course and its associated instructional materials is rooted in research 
surrounding structured literacy. A list of references is included below:

Books 
	o Archer, A. L., & Hughes, C. A. (2010). Explicit instruction: Effective and efficient teaching. Guilford 
Publications.  

	o Diamond, L. & Thorsnes, B.J. (2018). Assessing reading multiple measures, 3rd ed. Academic 
Therapy Publications. 

	o Fisher, D., & Frey, N. (2021). Better learning through structured teaching: A framework for the 
gradual release of responsibility. ASCD. 

	o Fisher, D., Frey, N., Ortega, S., & Hattie, J. (2023) Teaching students to drive their learning: A 
playbook on engagement and self-regulation, grades K-12. Corwin. 

	o Gillis, M. B., & Eberhardt, N. C. (2018). Phonemic awareness and phonics: Knowledge to practice. 
Literacy How. 

	o Hall, S. L. (2018). 10 success factors for literacy intervention: Getting results with MTSS in 
elementary schools. ASCD. 

	o Honing, B. et al. (2018) Teaching Reading Sourcebook, 3rd ed. Academic Therapy Publications. 
	o Knight, J. (2013). High-impact instruction: A framework for great teaching. Corwin. 
	o Moats, L. C., & Brady, S. (2000). Speech to print: Language essentials for teachers (p. 304). Paul H. 
Brookes Pub. 

	o Spear-Swerling, L. (2015). The power of RTI and reading profiles: A blueprint for solving reading 
problems. Paul Brookes Publishing Co. 

	o Spear-Swerling, L. (2022). Structured literacy interventions: Teaching students with reading 
difficulties, grades K-6. New York: Guilford Press. 

Articles
	o Clark, J. (2023) Infographics collection featuring explicit instruction: Effective and efficient teaching 
by anita archer and charles hughes. The Reading League Journal, 4(3), 39 - 47. 

	o Ehri, L. C. (2024). Developing word reading & spelling skills with a structured literacy approach. 
Perspectives on Language and Literacy, 50(1), 48-55. 

	o Fien, N. J., & Fien, H. (2021) Incorporating evidence-based instructional practices in tier 1 to 
support at-risk readers. The Reading League Journal, 2(2), 13-20. 

	o Pentimonti, J.M., Walker, M.A., & Edmonds, R.Z. (2017) The selection of and use of screening and 
progress monitoring tools in data-based decision making within an MTSS Framework. Perspectives 
on Language and Literacy, 43(3), 34-40. 
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Articles
	o Torgesen, J. K. (2006) A comprehensive K-3 reading assessment plan: Guidance for school leaders. 
Portsmouth, NH. RMC Research Corporation, Center on Instruction. 

	o Vaughn, S., & Fletcher, J. (2021). Explicit instruction as the essential tool for executing the science 
of reading. The Reading League Journal, 2(2), 4-11.  

Other: (Reports, Websites, Webinars, Etc.) 
	o Reading Rockets Best Practice for RTI Universal Screening. Reading Rockets https://www.
readingrockets.org/topics/rti-and-mtss/articles/best-practice-rti-universal-screening 

	o Reading Rockets Fact Sheet: Benefits of Curriculum-Based Measurement. Reading Rockets. 
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/assessment-and-evaluation/articles/fact-sheet-benefits-
curriculum-based-measurement 

	o International Dyslexia Association (2022). Building Phoneme Awareness: Know What Matters. 
International Dyslexia Association https://dyslexiaida.org/building-phoneme-awareness-know-
what-matters/ 

	o Reading League Event - March 9, 2017 - Response to Intervention (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Jab53WCD78A&t=613s) 

	o Hennessy - Unraveling the Reading Rope: The Multifaceted Nature of Skilled Reading 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3M7DeuAOd4&list=PLCkBP2csbOstdctu-
RbK9XMYkxug4BU3P&index=7) 

	o Unraveling Scarborough’s Reading Rope, August 4, 2020 (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=lUJuPvaHkF0) 


